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000 | NTRODUCIT ON

Anewfocus, enphasi zi ng partnership, citizenengagenent and conmuni ty st evar d
shipis shapi ng H sheri es and @eans' Recreationd FHsheries Rdicy for Grada. These
thenas arearefl ectiond theinportant placethat recreati ond fishingoccupiesinthe
country' s economic and soci d fabric.

Recreati ond fishingnakes ava udd econtributiontobaththequa ity of lifeandthe
econonic devel opnent of our conmuni ti es. The 1995 Srrvey of Recreational A shingin
Ginada shows recreati onal fishinginGnadatobea$. 9hillionsoci o-econonc
activity per year. Thispresatsangyportunitytod rectly engegecitizensinfisheries
resour ce nanagenent and, on a broader scal e, to pronote publ i ¢ anar eness about
coservati onandthe susta nabl e use of va uall e fi shery resour ces.

Qrer thel ast decade, F sheriesand @eas hesre-focuseditspriarities, streanhinedits
activities, andestad i shed newcd | aborati ve arrangenents wthather 1 eve s of govern-
nent, theprivatesector, and stakehd ders. The newGrnaca @eans Act, legi sl ated | and
clamsettlenents andrecogni tionby thecourts of Aarignd rigitsadtreatyrigts
regard ngfishingactivitieshavelent significat gudancetoH sheriesand@eansinthe
devel opnent of anewoperati onal palicy franeverk for recreati ond fisheries.

The franewor k vas devel oped t o provi de acl ear statenent of Departnent of H sheries
and @eas' rd esadresponsi hilitiesinrecrestiod fisheries, adtoprovidestraegc
oui d ngprinci pl es togovernhowt he Bepart nent Wil exerciseitsraesandresponsibili-
ties. Inparticd ar, thefranework provides aclear pant of departurefor the Cepart nent
of H sheries and @eansto udertake cooperativeinitiativeswthother stakehd ders.

Thefranevorkishbult onthelegi sl ative nandat e of H sheri es and @eans, adescription
of wichisprovidedinthi s docunent. Sinmaries o theprovincia andterritoria
responsi bilitiesfor the nanagenent of recreati ona speci es andtherd es and responsi -
hilitiesd Hsheriesad@easared soincluded, asisanoutlined the Bpartnent’s
contri buti on t hrough nanagenent prograns and activiti es.

eoe [H= LEJ S ATl VE MNN\DATE

Federal Legi sl ative Mindat e

Thefederd govermeant isg venexc usiveleg slativeauthority for “Seacoast and
Inand A sheries’, ind ud ngpratectionfor fishhahitat under Subsection91(12) of the
Qrstitution/Act, 1867 H sheriesand @eans’ nandete, itspoversaditsresposihbilities
arefurther set out inthe epart nert of H sheri es and @eans Act, the Ginada Qeans
Act andthe A sheries Act and Regul ati ons.

Rovincid Jurisdction

Uder Sction2of the Grstituti odl Act, 1867, provi nces have excl usivej uri sdi ction
over nattersdea ingwth“propertyandcivil rights” andthe “nanagenent of public
lands” adgernerdlyd| nattersof anerdyloca o privatenatureinthe Rovince
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000 R(LES AND RESPONS| BI LI Tl ES

Rovincesad Territories

Aconpl ex ix of federd , provincid adterritaia leg slativeand nanagenent resporsibilitiesfor recresti ond fisheries has evd ved
over tine Theseresposibilitiesarebesedonjudicd interpretaios, asve | asspecificfederd/ provincid/territorid ageenartsad
Mnaranda of Unhderstandi ng. Wthrespect tofreshvat er species, provincesandterritories aregenerd |y responsi bl e for: nanage-
nent of freshwater speci es (Were del egated), |icensing, enforcenent, i ndustry pronoti onand narketing. A sumary of provi nci a
adteritaid resoosibilitiesfa theraregenet o recreatiod spedesispesetedinTalel

Thed fferent approachestorecreati ona fisheri es nanagenent across Ganadarefl ect thed versity of reg ond needs. Videre provi nces
express aninterest, andwvhere appropriate, thefedera governnent will conti nueto pursue del egati on agreenents for t he nanage-
nent and enf orcenent of freshwat er fisheries. These agreenents wil respect thefederal governnent’ s odligations andresponsibili-
tieswthregardtofishhabitat nanagenent.

Tel-Roincid/Teritaid Rspasibilitiesfa the Mragenant of Rcreati od Soedi es

Rovince Territary Managenent Responsi bilities

Newf oundl and Federal gover nnent nanages nari ne and f reshvat er fisheries.
Frovi nce of Newound andi s responsi bl efor 1 censi ng of freshvat er fi sheries.

New Brunswi ck, Nova Scoti a, Federal gover nnent nanages anadr onous, cat adronous and ot her nari ne
Frince Edward | sl and Spedi €s.

Frovi nces nanage and | i cense freshvet er speci es. Rrovi nces al so

|'i cense anadr onous speci es fishedinin andvaters.

Qitario, Minitoba, Aberta Federal gover nnent nanages nari ne speci es in Gitari o and Mini t oba.
Frovi nces nanage and | i cense freshvat er speci es.

British @l unbi a Federal gover nnent nanages sal non i n nari ne and freshwater, and | i censes
intidd waters. The Federal gover ment a so nanages and | i censes nor:
sa nonfisheriesintida vaters. The Rovi nce nanages and | i censes
freshvat er speci es and i censes i nl and sa nen sport fi shi ng.

Nte -« Brasethefedera goverment haslegislaiveadthority for inlandfisheries, provinces adterritories, excent Siskat chevan, forvardal |
recormencat i ons for anendherts toregul ati ons under the A sheries Act (e g, quatas, seasars, cl asetines, gear, etc.) toH sheries axd
Qeanstoobtain Gvernor-in- @Quncil approval .

e Wereprovincesissielicences, theyretanthefees cdlected
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Federal

Athouh responsi bility for nanagi ng freshveter fisheriesis hel dby sone provi nces and

territories through admni strative agreenents, thefederal governnent renains ac-

‘countabl efor the nanagenent o fi sheries, i ncl ud ng:

» resposibilityfor naneg ngnarinerecreati o fisheriesond | coests (thisimvd ves
thisinvd ves pdicyadleg sl aivefraneverk deve qoert, |i censing st ack assessnert,
enforcenent and noni tori ng); and

: C rspaubhtyfortfenanagam’tdﬂshl’dmtatmC:rmasfresha*drmne

1 vaers.

.SaeTaUeror asumyoftlnl—‘:sher:eeard@eamna‘fgamt progransam
ativitiessyportirgreoregtiad fishing

Q her Federal Departnents and Agenci es E

Qher federa governnent depart nent s and agenci es, parncdarlytinserapormtiefor
touri smand regi onal econonmic devel opnent prograns, a so have an i npact onrecre-
ationa fishing. Industry Gnada, the Ginadi an Touri smGnmissi on, Vest ern Econonic
Dversification, the Alantic Gnada Qoportuni ti es Agency and t he Agency for Ganada
Econonnc Devel opnent for Quebec Regions all playardeinthewe | -bei ng of Gnadd s
recestiad fideies.

Tabl e 2—contri buti on by A sheri es ad @eans Gradato Recreati ond A shing i n Griaca
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GQidngRinciplesfor Recreationa Hsherles

Fveprincipeswl| gudeF sheries axd@eansinitstasktooeve goaxdinpl enent
recegiad fiseiespdides poyasadintiaives,

Recreational fishingis asociallyandeconomcal |y
val uabl e and | egi ti nat e use of fi shery resour ces.

Quer fivenllionangl ers enjoy recreationa fishingin Gnada—n nany ways, inall
seasons andinall areas of thecountry. Soort fishing gi ves Ganadi ans accesstothei r
landanditsrichnatura environnent. It isa soinportant for the $4.9hbilli on economc
activityit generates each year i nour conmunities, whet her throughtourism recre-
ational industriesor ather activities. Inthiscotext, H sheri es and @eans nust ensure
fishing opportunities areprovidedtoal | fishernen-eonmercial, Aboriginal and sport.
The Departnent’ s resour ce nanagenent pol i ci es nust consi der access for recreati onal
pur poses.

F sheries and xeans i s responsi bl e for provi di ng sust al nabl e
recreational harvesting opportunities as part of i ntegrated
nanagenent pl ans consi stent wthits policies.

Qnservationisthefirst priority. Hsheries and @eans nost actively deliver onits
conservat i on nandat e and nuist col | aboratewthitsprovincial andterritoria counter-
partstopronote fisheries conservati oninfreshvater fisheries. The effectiveinpl enen-
tation of conservationrequires adopting a precauti onary appr oach and ecosyst em based
nanagenent. |t al so i nvol ves pronoti ng a shared conservation ethicinconjunctionwth
al| stakehol derstoprovi defor susta nabl e harvesting opport uni ti es and where requi red,
protect, restore and enhance fi sheri es resources and fishhabitat. Securingvi brant and
robust fisheriesresourcesisthe cornerstonefor sustai ningrecreati ona fisheriesand
increasingthegronthof this sport andits associ at ed econonic activity.

A thesanetine, the Departnent’s policy franework for recreational fishingin Ganada
Wl beconsistent wthitsconstitutiond andfiduciary responsibilitiestoAworig na

peopl es, in both future agreenents reached bet ween Abori gi nal groups and t he federal
gover nnent, and exi stingtreaty obligations or Aorignal rights. Accesstorecreati onal
fisheriesw || be nanaged t hrough I nt egrat ed H sheri es Minagenent F ans based on
speci es-speci fi ¢ and area-speci fi ¢ pol i ces establ i shed by t he Depart nent; for exanpl e,
NewDrections for Racific Sl nanandthe Al antic A shery Rl i cy Rvi ew Rurther consi der -
ationwll beg ventoincreased or priority access for recreati ona use under the concept
of “best use” of theresource, after odigationstoFrst Netions arenat.

Recreational F sheries in Gnada-An Qoerational Pl i cy Franeviork



GQidngRinciplesfor Recreationa Hsherles

Recreational harvesters have responsi bil ity for shared
Stewvardshi p for resource conservat i on and enhancenent .

Qver nnent s and'resour ce user s nuist share responsi bi l ity for conservati onand for ensuring
thet fisheriesresources arenanegedsothet they benefit dl Gred ans. Therightsof fuure
gererationstosinnlar or i nproved benefit area soaresponsibility of both gover nnent and
resource users. Toachievetheseans, recreati ond hervesters andthe sport fishingindustry,
whi ch benefit directly fromaheal thy resource, wll be encouragedto partner wth govern-
nent andto participateinthe deci si on-naki ng process t o nanage and prot ect t he resour ce
aditshabitat. Gntributionstothe cost associ atedwthensuri ng suchberefits ared so
necessary. These nay take t he formof access fees.

Thregportuniityd soexistsfar thepudictoshareresponsibility for the conservation,
restorati on and enhancenent of the resource andits habitat through conmuni ty-based
va unteer organi zati onsinvd vedi nvari ous steverdshi pinitiatives. These are organ zed at
therationd, provincid andloca comonity |l evel s.

Mechani sns for federal /provi nci al cooperationin areas of
sharedjurisd ctionwl| be establ i shed and st rengt hened.

To successful |y nanage Ganada’ s fi sheries requi res ef fecti ve cd | aborat i on anong gover -
nentsandwthFrst Netions. Federa, provincia andterritoriad governnents each have
responsibilitiesfor different aspects of the conservati onand nanagenent of fisheries
resources. Inrecognitionaof this, H sheries and @eans nakes t he conmit nent to ca | abo-
rateandtointegraterespectiveefforts. Qe exanpl e of howt hi s can be donei s t hrough
the Ganadi an @unci | of H sheries and Aquacul ture Mini sters worki ng group onrecreati onal
fisheries andthrough federal and provincia nenoranda of under st andi ng.

F sheri es and @eans has a | eadershi p rol e t o coordi nat e
pol i cies/prograns wth the federal governnent whichrel ate
torecreatiod fishng

Initstasktocoord naterecreati ond fishingpadiciesand o prograns, H sheri es and @eans
wll ensurethat federal departnents and agenci es whose pal i ci es have ani npact onthe
recreationa fishingsector are avare of the sector’ s needs. The Departnent wil a soensure
thet federd prograns areaccessibl etotherecreationd fishingsector.
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