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Intake One

The Governments of Canada and Saskatchewan are pleased to partner with municipalities across Saskatchewan to invest in local infrastructure through the Canada Saskatchewan Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund (CSMRIF). 

The program continues a history of collaboration and partnership amongst Canada, Saskatchewan and municipal governments on enhancements to infrastructure. The Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities (SARM), the Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association (SUMA) and the Saskatchewan Association of Northern Communities (SANC) have assisted in the design of this program to ensure it meets local priorities and needs.

The Governments of Canada and Saskatchewan have each committed up to $38 million to CSMRIF. With municipal contributions, this program is expected to inject up to $152 million into Saskatchewan’s urban, rural and northern municipal infrastructure over a four-year period beginning in 2005. Through the construction, renewal, expansion or material enhancement of infrastructure throughout Saskatchewan, the program will improve the quality of life for all citizens and build the foundation for sustained long-term economic growth in the 21st century.  

The primary investment focus of the Agreement is green municipal infrastructure. This includes projects that will protect and/or enhance the quality of our environment, such as water supply, wastewater, solid waste management and recycling, public transit and capital expenditures to construct or improve the energy efficiency of buildings and facilities owned by municipal governments. 
The secondary focus is other local infrastructure, including local transportation infrastructure, cultural and recreational infrastructure, infrastructure supporting tourism, and rural/remote e-connectivity.

The following funding targets have been set:

· a minimum of 45% of the funds for green municipal infrastructure;

· 35% to 40% for transportation infrastructure; and

· 15% to 20% for other infrastructure

The CSMRIF Program will be funded on a 25/25/50 basis by the federal/provincial/municipal governments.  The municipal portion may include contributions from other community organizations in the private and non-profit sectors.  The program works on a reimbursement basis.  Applicants incur and pay 100% of the project costs up front and are reimbursed by the federal and provincial governments for up to 50% of the approved funding total.  For municipalities demonstrating hardship, federal and provincial governments can contribute up to two-thirds of the eligible costs.

What is Infrastructure?

Infrastructure is defined as publicly or privately owned fixed capital assets in Canada for public use or benefit.

When is the application deadline?
The application deadline for Intake One is April 15, 2005.  The final intake deadline is targeted for 2007.  

Who can apply?

All municipalities in Saskatchewan can apply.

In some circumstances, the lead applicant can be a non-governmental or not-for-profit organization rather than the eligible municipality (e.g. Regional Waste Management Authority). In these situations, projects must be duly authorized by the project’s municipal government by way of an approved resolution by the local council.  For private sector and non-profit organizations, an approved resolution by the organization’s Board of Directors is also required.

How many applications can be submitted?

For Intake One, each municipality can submit only one application for ONE project type (see page 6 for list of eligible project types).  Endorsement of a non-governmental or not-for-profit organization application or participation in a joint project will not count as the municipality’s application.  In addition, a rural municipality may submit one application per hamlet.

Eligible projects 

Eligible projects must create or improve public infrastructure and must be consistent with the eligible project types in the Application Form and Business Case. 

For Intake One, projects generally must also be considered construction ready. For example, projects should be ready to proceed to final engineering design and preparation of the construction drawings, contract documents, and applicant should be ready to start the environmental assessment.
Projects are not eligible if construction work (e.g., physical changes to land above or below ground level or buildings) has started. 

Projects with a completion date beyond March 31, 2009 will not be considered for funding.


Resolutions of council

The municipal council must pass a resolution indicating agreement with the terms and conditions of this program, and indicating they will conduct an open tendering process, manage the construction of the project, fund the municipal share of the construction costs, fund ongoing operation and maintenance and follow any mitigation measures as required by the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act and the Environmental Assessment Act (Saskatchewan).  For some projects, a bylaw may be required. 

If the applicant is a non-governmental or not-for-profit organization rather than the eligible municipality, a municipal council resolution is still required. 

The federal/provincial contribution 

In most cases, all eligible costs for a successful application will be shared on a 25/25/50 basis between Canada/Saskatchewan and the successful applicant. 

Eligible costs 

Eligible costs include:

· capital costs of acquiring, constructing or renovating a fixed capital asset 

· costs incurred for professionals, technical personnel, consultants and contractors specifically engaged to undertake the surveying, pre-design engineering, detailed design engineering, and construction engineering for the manufacturing or construction of an Infrastructure Project asset and related facilities and structures.  

· costs of environmental assessments and follow up programs as required by the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act and the Environmental Assessment Act (Saskatchewan). 

· costs of any public announcement and official ceremony, or of any temporary or permanent signage.

· other costs that are direct and necessary for the successful implementation of a project and that have been approved in advance, and in writing, by the Management Committee.

Ineligible costs

The following costs are not eligible for funding:  

· costs incurred prior to project approval by Ministers. 

· services or works normally provided by the applicant or any agency of the applicant.

· salaries and other employment benefits of any employees of the applicant.

· applicant’s overhead costs, its direct or indirect operating or administrative costs and, more specifically its costs related to planning, engineering, architecture, supervision, management and other activities normally carried out by the applicant’s staff.
· costs of feasibility and planning studies.

· taxes for which the applicant or a third party is eligible for a tax rebate, and all other costs eligible for rebates.

· purchase of land or any interest therein, and related costs.

· financing charges and interest costs. 

· cost of leasing of land, buildings and equipment by the applicant.

· legal fees.

· routine repair and maintenance costs.

Tendering
The applicant will conduct an open and competitive tendering process for all projects exceeding $30,000 and all project costs (except for engineering fees) must be tendered to be eligible for assistance under the program.  For projects under $30,000 two quotes will be satisfactory instead of tendering. 

For rural road projects, municipalities wishing to self-tender must submit a request to the MRIF Management Committee for consideration and approval prior to tendering and prior to formal approval of the project. 

Approval process

This initiative will be administered jointly by Canada and Saskatchewan through a CSMRIF Management Committee, supported by a Secretariat staffed by implementing government departments, Western Economic Diversification Canada and Saskatchewan Government Relations.

A Project Review Committee (PRC) with representation from SARM, SUMA and SANC has been established to review and advise on project proposals.

Technical support will be sought from the following:

· Saskatchewan Environment (water, sewage and waste management)

· Saskatchewan Highways and Transportation (local roads)

· Other departments according to the nature of the proposal.

Based on the recommendation of the PRC, the Management Committee forwards recommendations to Ministers for approval.

All applicants will be informed of a decision once the review, assessment and approval process is completed.

Project Benefits

Applicants are required to quantify the benefits their project is expected to achieve. Applicants will provide a baseline estimate of each benefit, and will be required to report on the actual benefits achieved for comparison against the baseline.

Environmental Assessment

Projects funded by the federal and provincial governments are subject to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act and the Environmental Assessment Act (Saskatchewan).  In the event that an EA document is required, applicants will be provided with additional information outlining the structure and content for the document.  Alternatively, an EA may be initiated on the municipality’s behalf and the applicant will be advised accordingly.

Evaluation criteria

CSMRIF project selection will be a competitive, merit-based process using key criteria to evaluate proposals. The evaluation will be based on the information provided by the applicants in the application form, business case, schedules and supporting documentation. The criteria are:

· the readiness of the project to proceed

· the value for money of the project (e.g., cost per benefiting household)

· the quality of a project in addressing green priorities (e.g. lower greenhouse gas emissions,   cleaner air or water) and/or the quality of the project in addressing public policy priorities (e.g., broad community support and sustainability of the asset).

Please refer to the rating criteria provided, starting on page 7. Following the review of applications, final decisions will be announced publicly.

Successful applicants will be required to enter into a Contribution Agreement with the Province of Saskatchewan consistent with the requirements of the Canada Saskatchewan Framework Agreement.

Project Funding

A MRIF “Contribution Agreement” is executed for each approved project, outlining funding terms and conditions.  Costs cannot be incurred before the start date specified in the contribution agreement.
Expenditures must be actual cash outlays to third parties that can be documented through copies of paid invoices or receipts. Municipalities must incur the costs prior to submitting claims for reimbursement.  Evidence of payment (e.g., cleared cheques and/or bank statements) and supporting documentation must also be maintained for audit purposes.

Requests for incremental funding or cost overruns on approved projects will not be considered.

How to apply

Applicants can apply online by visiting the Canada Saskatchewan MRIF program at http://www.municipal.gov.sk.ca/mrd/prosimsi.shtml.
To apply online, users will need the login identification and password mailed in the application kit sent to all municipal governments by the Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat.

Alternatively, applicants may use the CD-ROM included in the application kit sent by the 

Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat. 

If you have not been provided with a login identification and password, or cannot access the Internet or use the CD-ROM please contact:
Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat

410 - 1855 Victoria Avenue

Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 3V7

Tel:  
(306) 787-7414

Fax: 
(306) 787-3641



Email:
infra@gr.gov.sk.ca
Project proposals will be accepted starting March 1, 2005.   A complete application, including the municipal council resolution and supporting documents, must be received by the Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat on or before 5:00 p.m. CST on April 15, 2005.  

Incomplete applications will not be considered.

About the Application Form

The project application form provides general information about the applicant and the proposed project.  All fields marked with an *asterisk must be filled in.  All applicants are required to fill out sections I, II, and IV.

Applicants proposing a project that fits the definition of Public Private Partnership (see Definitions below) are also required to fill out section III.

Definitions

“Brief Project Description” or Abstract is a description that will be used for public information purposes and further communication materials.  It should start with an action verb (to construct, to expand, to upgrade) and give the reader a clear understanding of the who, what, when, why and how of the project.

“Joint Project” means a project that involves the applicant as well as other municipal governments or First Nations.  If this applies, please provide the information required under the JOINT PROJECT APPLICANT INFORMATION section of the application form, and include the joint partner’s contribution amount on the page describing project financing.

“Public-Private Partnership” means an arrangement between public and private sector entities for the purpose of providing public infrastructure, characterized by the sharing of risk and reward between partners. If this applies, please complete the PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP INFORMATION section of the application form and include the contribution amount on the page describing project financing.

For Paper Applications Only

Paper copies of the application, business case and schedules can be used by applicants with no Internet or CD-ROM capability. For paper copies, applicants can contact the Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat. 

When sending in a completed paper application and business case please submit four (4) unbound copies of the complete application to the Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat.
Checklist for a complete application:

1) an application form and business case          (can be  submitted electronically);

2) a copy of the resolution endorsing the project from the applicant and all funding partners;

3) all applicable schedules duly completed; and

4) four (4) unbound copies of engineering plans and pre-engineering design costs

5) Any other technical information to support your application.  This could include a water and/or wastewater system assessment, a market or feasibility study, or an energy assessment.
Schedules can be downloaded from http://www.municipal.gov.sk.ca/mrd/prosimsi.shtml   or accessed through the CD-ROM.  Any documents that can be submitted electronically should be sent to infra@gr.gov.sk.ca .  Please ensure you quote your application number on all emails, facsimiles and documentation.
For More Information Contact:

Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat

410-1855 Victoria Avenue  

Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 3V7

Tel :
(306) 787-7414

Fax :
(306) 787-3641

Email:  infra@gr.gov.sk.ca
	Eligible Project Types                        (Municipalities can submit only one application for one project type)

	Green Municipal Infrastructure Projects

	Water
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Drinking Water Supply

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Distribution Systems
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Drinking Water Treatment Systems




	Wastewater
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sanitary Sewage Collection Systems

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sewage Treatment Systems
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Storm Water and/or Combined Sewage Collection Systems

	Waste Management
	Waste Recycling

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Material Recovery Facilities

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Organics Management

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Collection Depots
	Waste Disposal

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Landfills

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Thermal Treatment



	Environmental Energy Improvements
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Retrofits of Municipal Buildings

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Energy Systems (Co-generation of Combined Heat and Energy)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Street Lighting

	Public Transit
	Rapid Transit

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Light Rail                                                              

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Heavy Rail Additions

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Transit Stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Grade Separated Bus Lanes                                  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Ferries

Transit Buses

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Bus Rolling Stock                                              

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Transit Bus Stations
	Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) and Transit Priority Capital Investments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Transit Queue Jumpers                                         

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     HOV Lanes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     ITS Transit Priority Signalling                             

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     ITS Traveller Information

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     ITS Transit Operations                                         

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     ITS Traffic Information

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     ITS Incident Management                                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     ITS Rescue Systems



	Other Municipal Infrastructure Projects

	Local Bridges and Roads
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local Roads

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bridges

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Intelligent Transportation Systems 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Arterial Roads

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tunnels

	Cultural
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Museums
 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Performing Arts Facilities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Municipal Libraries
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Designated Heritage Sites

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Cultural/Community Centres

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Other Cultural Infrastructure

	Tourism
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Basic Municipal Infrastructure to Support or Provide Access to Tourist Facilities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Convention or Trade Centres

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Other Tourism Infrastructure
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Community Public Attractions

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Exhibition Buildings

	Recreational
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Sports Facilities Excluding Professional-only Facilities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Fields/Parks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Playgrounds
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Community Recreation Spaces

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Fitness Trails/Bike Paths and Lanes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Other Recreational Infrastructure

	E-Connectivity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
     High-Speed Backbone (transport)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Local Distribution Within Communities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Points of Presence (access)


Project Rating Criteria for 2005-07 MRIF                                                

“Green” Water Infrastructure Projects



	Criteria
	Remarks

	1) Health Issues
	Notification from government agency that the system must be fixed within 1 yr or indicating precautionary drinking water and corrective actions need to be taken or knowledge there is a problem, which will require fixing within the next several years. 

Such notifications must be confirmed by Sask Environment as being a long term infrastructure issue, and not related to a maintenance or sampling error.

	2) Capacity/ Fire Safety Problems 
	Problems and solutions to problems are listed, described and discussed in detail. 

	3) Water Quality
	Problems and solutions to problems are listed, described and discussed in detail. 

Provide a copy of water quality records or Waterworks System Assessment (WSA) to support your application.

	4) Municipal/ Private Partners
	Financial support of other partners for this project. 

Note: A copy of the resolution from each partner indicating the amount of their contribution is required in support of the application.

	5) Utilizing Best Technology
	Confirmation that the project is using best technology that is currently proven and economically achievable.

	6) Meeting Federal & Provincial Standards for Water Quality
	Indication from appropriate provincial agencies that the proposed project will meet Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality or applicable provincial standards that are required for water related projects.

Engineering report indicating the project has been designed and will be constructed to meet Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality or applicable provincial standards that are required for water related projects.

	7) Engineers Costing/Costing Documentation
	Demonstration of readiness to proceed:

· Ready to go, detailed engineers costing provided

· Pre-design engineers costing provided, needs detailed engineering costing 

For projects valued at less than $30,000 the costing documentation does not need to be completed by an engineering firm.

	8) Cost Benefit
	 Is the solution compatible to the problem identified?  Is the proposed standard appropriate?  Are projected cost estimates reasonable in comparison to similar projects or WSA? (The WSA standards require that conceptual cost estimates be provided for any recommended improvements).

Projects will be rated on costs per household, unless there are special circumstances 

Note:  Number of households if not provided = the 2001 census population numbers for the municipality divided by 2.6    

(For resort villages include permanent residents only)

	9) Long Term Sustainability Schedule
	Completion of  the Schedule for Water Supply projects 

(introduced under CSIP in 2004-06, now mandatory under MRIF)

Note: If the project is approved for funding, the applicant may be required to provide a utility rate bylaw and capital investment plan bylaw to implement the long term sustainability plan.

	10) Conservation Measures
	Information is provided that clearly demonstrates that conservation measures have been considered. This may be demonstrated by improvements through energy usage & efficiencies, reduction in greenhouse gases, use of water meters, leak detectors, backflow prevention devices, etc.  

	TOTAL                                                                                                          Maximum of 100 points


Project Rating Criteria for 2005-07 MRIF

“Green” Wastewater Projects




	Criteria
	Remarks

	1) Health & Environmental Issues
	Notification from government agency that the system must be fixed within 1 yr or indicating knowledge that there is a problem which will require fixing within the next several years.  

Such notifications must be confirmed by Sask Environment.



	2) Meeting Provincial Standards
	Indication from appropriate provincial agencies that the proposed project will meet provincial guidelines/ standards pertaining to wastewater related projects.

Engineering report indicating the project has been designed and will be constructed to meet applicable provincial standards (design criteria for size, treatment steps, target loading, etc).



	3) Capacity Issues
	Problems and solutions to problems are listed, described and discussed in detail (lagoon capacity, cell size, age, condition of other cells, filters, clarifiers, UV, digester, etc).  For wastewater plants, treatment efficiency and contaminant reduction are well correlated to capacity.



	4) Municipal/ Private Partners
	Financial support of other partners for this project

Note: A copy of the resolution from each partner indicating the amount of their contribution is required in support of the application.

	5) Utilizing Best Technology
	The project is using the best available technology that is currently proven and economically achievable.

	6) Engineers Costing/Costing Documentation
	Demonstration of readiness to proceed:

· Ready to go, detailed engineers costing provided

· Pre-design engineers costing provided, needs detailed engineering costing 

For projects valued at less than $30,000 the costing documentation does not need to be completed by an engineering firm.

	7) Cost Benefit
	 Is the solution compatible to the problem identified?  Is the proposed standard appropriate?  Are projected cost estimates reasonable?

Projects will be rated on costs per household, unless there are special circumstances 

Note:  Number of households if not provided = the 2001 census population numbers for the municipality divided by 2.6 

(For resort villages include permanent residents only)

	8) Long Term Sustainability Schedule


	Completion of the Schedule for Wastewater projects  

(introduced under CSIP in 2004-06, now mandatory under MRIF) .  

Note: If the project is approved for funding, the applicant may be required to provide a utility rate bylaw and capital investment bylaw to implement the long-term sustainability plan.

	9) Conservation Measures
	Information is provided that clearly demonstrates that conservation measures have been considered. This may be demonstrated by improvements through energy usage & efficiencies, reduction in greenhouse gases, closed loop resource management (reuse, power generation derived from treatment process, waste reuse and recycling) or others



	TOTAL                                                                                                                Maximum of 100 points


Project Rating Criteria for 2005-07 MRIF

“Green” Solid Waste Infrastructure Projects


	Criteria
	Remarks

	1) Health & Environmental Issues
	Notification from a government agency that the system must be fixed within one year or knowledge that there is a problem and will require fixing within the next several years.  



	2) Capacity Issues
	Problems and solutions to problems are listed, described and discussed in detail.

	3) Municipal/ Private Partners
	Financial support of other partners for this project. Partners must provide a share of capital funding.

Note: A copy of the resolution from each partner indicating the amount of their contribution is required in support of the application.



	4) Meeting Provincial Standards
	Indication from appropriate provincial agencies that the proposed project will meet provincial guidelines standards pertaining to solid waste related projects. 

Engineering report indicating the project has been designed and will be constructed to meet applicable provincial standards.

	5) Engineers Costing/Costing Documentation
	Demonstration of readiness to proceed:

· Ready to go, detailed engineers costing provided

· Pre-design engineers costing provided, needs detailed engineering costing 

For projects valued at less than $30,000 the costing documentation does not need to be completed by an engineering firm.

	6) Cost Benefit


	 Is the solution compatible to the problem identified?  Is the proposed standard appropriate?  Are projected cost estimates reasonable?

· Projects will be rated on costs per household, unless there are special circumstances 

Note:  Number of households if not provided = the 2001 census population numbers for the municipality divided by 2.6 

(For resort villages include permanent residents only)



	7) Long Term Sustainability Schedule


	Completion of the Schedule for Solid Waste Management 

Demonstrate the community has a financial sustainability plan for the facility



	8) Best Practices
	Information pertaining to waste reuse and recycling of waste material



	9) Conservation Measures
	Information is provided that clearly demonstrates that conservation measures have been considered. This may be demonstrated by improvements through energy usage & efficiencies, reduction in greenhouse gases, (reuse, power generation derived from treatment process) or others. 

 

	TOTAL                                                                                                          Maximum of 100 points


Project Rating Criteria for 2005-07 MRIF

“Green” Environmental Energy Improvement Projects        

	Criteria
	Remarks

	1) Conservation measures and energy audit
	Information is provided that clearly demonstrates that conservation measures have been considered. This may be demonstrated by improvements through energy usage & efficiencies, reduction in greenhouse gases, (power generation derived from treatment process, waste reuse and recycling) or others.  

Indication through energy audit, the percentage of savings in electricity and/or heating consumption. 

	2) Meeting Standards for Existing Buildings

  Meeting standards for New Buildings
	Indication retrofits, meet standards comparable to National Resources Canada’s residential and commercial retrofit initiatives, 

Indication existing devices (heating, windows, ventilation) are being replaced with more energy efficient devices 

Indication that energy efficiency requirements for new buildings exceed the Model National Energy Code  for Buildings by at least 25%


	3) Energy Sources
	Indication alternative sources of electricity, heat or cooling has been considered 

	4) Utilizing Technology
	Confirmation that the project is using new technology or the best available technology that is currently proven and economically achievable.

	5) Engineers Costing/Costing Documentation
	Demonstration of readiness to proceed:

· Ready to go, detailed engineers costing provided

· Pre-design engineers costing provided, needs detailed engineering costing 

For projects valued at less than $30,000 the costing documentation does not need to be completed by an engineering firm.

	6) Cost Benefit
	 Is the solution compatible to the problem identified?  Is the proposed standard appropriate?  Are projected cost estimates reasonable?

Projects will be rated on costs per household, unless there are special circumstances 

Note:  Number of households if not provided = the 2001 census population numbers for the municipality divided by 2.6 

(For resort villages include permanent residents only)

	7) Long Term Sustainability Schedule


	Completion of the Schedule for Environmental Energy Improvements.  Demonstration the community has considered and developed a climate change plan.

	8) Municipal/ Private Partners
	Financial support of other partners for this project. Partners must provide a share of capital funding.

Note: A copy of the resolution from each partner indicating the amount of their contribution is required in support of the application.

	TOTAL                                                                                                             Maximum of 100 points                           


Project Rating Criteria for 2005-07 MRIF 

Rural Roads Projects




	Criteria
	Remarks

	1) Economic Impact
	Indication of the number of tourism, industrial, retail or commercial operations (economic indicators) that will benefit from this road.



	2) Safety
	Need to clearly indicate or demonstrate there is a safety issue or concern and how this project addresses these concerns.

	3) Area/ Community Perspective
	Continuity and the compatibility of the project as it relates to existing road network and Area Transportation Plans.  This will be verified with Sask Highways and Transportation.

	4) Total Traffic Volume
	Use the most recent traffic volume on the entire link (trucks and vehicles).

	5) Existing Condition
	Based on existing condition of the project as identified in the application and/or the personal knowledge of the project reviewers. What are the deficiencies in the road standard that are a deterrent to adequately serve the industry and residents of the area: examples: grade height, poor sub grade, narrow road top, alignment etc.

	6) Municipal/ Private Partners
	Financial support of other municipalities or public/private partnerships for the project. Partners must provide a share of capital funding.

Note: A copy of the resolution from each partner indicating the amount of their contribution is required in support of the application.

	7) Cost Benefit
	Grading and/or surfacing projects will be rated on costs per kilometre, unless there are special circumstances. 


	8) Engineers Costing/Costing Documentation
	Demonstration of readiness to proceed:

· Ready to go, detailed engineers costing provided

· Pre-design engineers costing provided, needs detailed engineering costing 

For projects valued at less than $30,000 the costing documentation does not need to be completed by an engineering firm.

	9) Meeting Provincial Standards
	Indication the proposed project will meet provincial or Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) standards.  Such notification must be confirmed by Sask Highways and Transportation.

	10) Conservation Measures
	Information is provided that clearly demonstrates that conservation measures have been considered. This may be demonstrated by improvements through reduction in greenhouse gases, efforts to use best practices during construction, using renewable energy sources or others.  

	TOTAL                                                                                                         Maximum of 100 points                           


Project Rating Criteria for 2005-07 MRIF

Urban Roads/Streets Projects


	Criteria
	Remarks

	1) Economic Impact
	Indication of the number of tourism, industrial, retail or commercial operations (economic indicators) that will benefit directly from this urban road/street

	2) Safety
	Need to clearly indicate or demonstrate there is a safety issue or concern and how this project addresses the safety concern. Indication and demonstration that accessibility for persons with disabilities has been considered where applicable. 

	3) Area/ Community Perspective
	Indication of the continuity and the compatibility of the project as it relates to existing road network. Indication this project is important to other facilities in the community, and to image and quality of life for the municipality  



	4) Existing Condition
	Based on existing condition of the project as identified in the application and/or the personal knowledge of the project reviewers 

	5) Cost Benefit
	Grading and/or paving projects will be rated on costs per municipal block, unless there are special circumstances 

	6) Social Impact
	Need to clearly demonstrate how this project will directly benefit other municipal/infrastructure facilities in the community.

	7) Engineers Costing/Costing Documentation
	Demonstration of readiness to proceed:

· Ready to go, detailed engineers costing provided

· Pre-design engineers costing provided, needs detailed engineering costing 

For projects valued at less than $30,000 the costing documentation does not need to be completed by an engineering firm.



	8) Conservation Measures
	Information is provided that clearly demonstrates that conservation measures have been considered. This may be demonstrated by improvements through reduction in greenhouse gases, efforts to use best practices during construction using renewable energy sources or other conservation measures.  

	TOTAL                                                                                                         Maximum of 100 points                           


Project Rating Criteria for 2005-07 MRIF

Cultural, Recreational  & Tourism Projects



	Criteria
	Remarks

	1) Municipal/ Private Partners
	Financial support of other municipalities or public/private partnerships for the project. Partners must provide a share of capital funding.

Note: A copy of the resolution from each partner indicating the amount of their contribution is required in support of the application.

	2) Cultural, Recreational & Tourism Benefits
	Indication of cultural benefits (contributes to the preservation of heritage sites, endorsed by the cultural community, complements the existing cultural infrastructure, expands or improves cultural spaces and how the project will reach new audiences, etc)

Indication of recreational benefits (increases public access and participation, targets the disadvantaged neighbourhoods and people, the facility will be used for a number of sports or activities, etc).  

Indication of tourism facility/infrastructure benefits (increase the number of tourists, increase the length of stay, multi-use or multi component, demonstrates a growth generating impact on the community, demonstrated the facilities/infrastructure is environmentally sustainable, increases the appreciation of the environment though tourism, etc). 

	3) Social/ Economic Benefits
	An indication of the benefits geographically that this project will have in terms of local benefits, benefits to the surrounding region, to province, to Canada and internationally, as applicable.                                 

	4) Multi Use Facility 

and  Disability Accessibility
	Description of integration of municipal facilities.  

Indication and demonstration that accessibility for persons with disabilities has been considered where applicable. 

	5) Engineers Costing/Costing Documentation
	Demonstration of readiness to proceed:

· Ready to go, detailed engineers costing provided

· Pre-design engineers costing provided, needs detailed engineering costing 

For projects valued at less than $30,000 the costing documentation does not need to be completed by an engineering firm. 



	6) Long Term Sustainability Schedule


	Completion of the Schedule for Cultural projects, Recreational projects or Tourism projects (as applicable)

Indication the community can build and operate the facility/infrastructure

A financial plan for the long term sustainability of the facility must be provided along with confirmation from the applicant/partners that the plan will be implemented if the project is approved for funding.

	7) Conservation Measures & Innovative Design Concepts
	New buildings must exceed the Model National Energy Code for buildings by 25%. Supporting documentation should be provided. 

Information is provided that clearly demonstrates that conservation measures have been considered. This may be demonstrated by improvements through reduction in greenhouse gases, efforts to use best practices during construction using renewable energy sources or other conservation measures.

It is clearly demonstrated that the project is using innovative design concepts or the best available technology that is currently proven and economically achievable is being used

	TOTAL                                                                                                             Maximum 100 points


Project Rating Criteria for 2005-07 MRIF

 

High Speed Internet Access to Public Institutions & Rural and Remote Telecommunication Projects 

	Criteria
	Remarks

	1) Municipal/ Private Partners
	Financial support of other municipalities or public/private partnerships for the project.  Partners must provide a share of capital funding.

Note: A copy of the resolution from each partner indicating the amount of their contribution is required in support of the application.

	2) Cost Benefit
	Is the solution compatible to the problem identified?  

Is the proposed standard appropriate?  

Are the projected cost estimates reasonable?

	3) Innovation
	Indication the technological solutions are appropriate and scaleable in the future

The project indicates that the best available technology that is currently proven and economically achievable is being used

	4) Social/ Economic Benefits
	An indication of the benefits geographically that this project will have locally, to the surrounding region, province, Canada and internationally.                                 

	5) Engineers Costing/Costing Documentation
	Demonstration of readiness to proceed:

· Ready to go, detailed engineers costing provided

· Pre-design engineers costing provided, needs detailed engineering costing 

For projects valued at less than $30,000 the costing documentation does not need to be completed by an engineering firm.

	6) Long Term Sustainability Schedule
	Completion of the Schedule for High Speed Access projects

Indication the applicant can build and operate the facility/infrastructure 

	7) Conservation Measures
	Information is provided that clearly demonstrates that conservation measures have been considered. This may be demonstrated by improvements through reduction in greenhouse gases, efforts to use best practices during construction using renewable energy sources or other conservation measures.  

	TOTAL                                                                                                             Maximum 100 points


Project Rating Criteria for 2005-07 MRIF 

“Green” Public Transit Projects

              


	Criteria
	Remarks

	1) Access for the Community
	Indication of how this project will improve access for individuals to businesses, educational, health and other civic facilities.

	2) Safety
	Clearly indicate or demonstrate this project improves transportation and public safety

	3) Disability Accessibility
	Demonstrate that the transit buses will have accessibility for mobility impaired persons 

	4) Total Traffic Volume
	Indication of the number of customers using the public transit per day

	5) Increase in Ridership
	Indication of the how the municipality expects to increase the number of people riding the transit system. 

	6) Existing Condition of Public System
	What are the deficiencies in transit system that are a deterrent to adequately serving the industry and residents of the area: examples: buses are old, very energy inefficient, lack disability capabilities etc.

	7) Municipal/ Private Partners
	Financial support of other municipalities or public/private partnerships for the project.

Note: A copy of the resolution from each partner indicating the amount of their contribution is required in support of the application.

	8) Innovative Technologies
	Indication and description of the innovative technologies that will be utilized.  

	9) Long Term Sustainability Schedule


	Completion of the Schedule for Public Transit projects

Indication the community can purchase and maintain the transit system

	10) Conservation Measures
	Information is provided that clearly demonstrates that conservation measures have been considered. This may be demonstrated by improvements through reduction in greenhouse gases by using renewable energy sources, efforts to use innovative technologies, energy efficiencies etc. 

	TOTAL                                                                                                         Maximum of 100 points                           


Project Rating Criteria for 2005-07 MRIF 

Airport Projects






	Criteria
	Remarks

	1) Economic Impact
	Indication of the number of different segments of society that would use and benefit from this airport.(tourism, industrial, government, medical, retail or commercial operations)

	2) Safety
	Indication or demonstration of safety issue or concerns and how this project addresses these concerns.

	3) Total Traffic Volume
	Indication of the number of flights per day

	4) Existing Condition
	What are the deficiencies in the runway that are a deterrent to adequately serving the industry and residents of the area: examples: grade height, poor sub grade, length of runway, alignment, lighting, etc.

	5) Municipal/ Private Partners
	Financial support of other municipalities or public/private partnerships for the project. 

Note: A copy of the resolution from each partner indicating the amount of their contribution is required in support of the application.

	6) Social/ Economic Benefits
	An indication of the benefits geographically that this project will have. 

	7) Engineers Costing/Costing Documentation
	Demonstration of readiness to proceed:

· Ready to go, detailed engineers costing provided

· Pre-design engineers costing provided, needs detailed engineering costing 

For projects valued at less than $30,000 the costing documentation does not need to be completed by an engineering firm. 



	8) Meeting standards
	Indication the proposed project will meet national/provincial airport standards.



	9) Long Term Sustainability Schedule


	Completion of the Schedule for Transportation – Airport projects  

· Indication the community can build and maintain the airport



	10) Conservation Measures
	Information is provided that clearly demonstrates that conservation measures have been considered. This may be demonstrated by improvements through reduction in greenhouse gases, efforts to use best practices during construction using renewable energy sources or others.  

	TOTAL                                                                                                         Maximum of 100 points                           


Foreword for on-line applications

This On-line Application Guide for the Canada Saskatchewan Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund (CSMRIF) contains an overview of the program and instructions for completing the online application process on the Shared Information Management System for Infrastructure (SIMSI) which is a secure interactive website. 

Please note that applicants are asked to only supply one application per round, to the CSMRIF program.  Endorsement of a non-governmental or not-for-profit application, participation in a joint project, or a rural municipality’s application on behalf of a specific hamlet will not count as the municipality’s application.  
If you do not have Internet access, please note you can use the CD-ROM version of the application, and send in your application file by diskette or by e-mail.

If you do not have access to the Internet and do not have access to a computer with a CD drive, you can submit a paper application.

Please note that in some cases applicants may be asked to supply additional information.

	PLEASE NOTE – SIMSI Maintenance Window
Until further notice, the SIMSI Online Application system will normally be unavailable to users on weekends from 8:00 PM Eastern Standard Time on Saturdays until Midnight EST on Sundays.
This is to allow time for regular maintenance.
Once approved projects are publicly announced by the ministers, they will appear on

Infrastructure Canada’s website at www.infrastructure.gc.ca/mrif and  

Saskatchewan Government Relations’ website at www.municipal.gov.sk.ca/mrd
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Section 1 -  How to complete the application form and schedules
1.1 Online Application:
Please go to http://www.municipal.gov.sk.ca/mrd/prosimsi.shtml, click on the link to the application form and log on.  

You should have already received a User ID and Password by mail.  If you have not, please call the Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat at 1-306-787-7414.  

Further Contact information is available in Section 2 of this guide.

__________________________________________________
PLEASE READ THROUGH THESE INSTRUCTIONS COMPLETELY before you begin the online registration process.  If you have any questions or experience any system problems, please call one of the contact numbers in Section 2 of this guide.
__________________________________________________
Basic Tips for Completing the ONLINE APPLICATION
What Is SIMSI
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	SIMSI stands for “Shared Information Management System for Infrastructure”
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	An Online Application for funding under the Canada Saskatchewan Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund
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	A Government Online Initiative to make the application process more efficient


System Advice
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	You are entering information in a SECURE interactive online environment.  
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	Response times may be a little slower than you are used to so please be patient.
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	Clicking “continue” or “next” over and over will not speed up the system - in fact it will give you an error message saying “Transaction Already In Progress”.
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	Because this site is secure, your browser should be at least Internet Explorer version 4.01 to 6.0 or Netscape version 4.7 only. Either way, your browser MUST have at least 128-bit encryption to ensure the proper level of security. 
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	For security reasons, if you do not actively enter information for 60 minutes, the system will log you out and you will have to log in again.  Information entered prior to being logged out will not be saved, so if you are leaving your computer for any length of time, save the application first.
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	For applicants who do not have Internet access, please contact the secretariat in Section 2 for further assistance.


PLEASE NOTE – SIMSI Maintenance Window
Until further notice, the SIMSI Online Application system will normally be unavailable to users on weekends from 8:00 PM EST on Saturdays until Midnight EST on Sundays.  This is to allow time for regular maintenance.

Once approved projects are publicly announced by the ministers, they will appear on:

Infrastructure Canada’s website at www.infrastructure.gc.ca/mrif and  

Saskatchewan Government Relations’ website at www.municipal.gov.sk.ca/mrd

Helpful Hints
Before you start, you should visit the following website and make yourself familiar with the information and guidelines for the Canada Saskatchewan Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund:

www.municipal.gov.sk.ca/mrd/prosimsi.shtml
As the applicant, you are responsible for ensuring full and accurate information is submitted. Incomplete applications will not be considered until all the necessary information has been submitted.  Please make sure all fields are completed in full to the best of your ability. Mandatory fields are marked by a *.

A more complete application will speed up the assessment process.
The online application is a combination of the basic application form and the business case information.  For certain project types, additional schedules must also be provided.  These documents can be downloaded as part of the application.  You will be prompted to download them during the application process.   

Please note: you are not required to send in a paper copy of your application – the electronically submitted version is sufficient.   You will be required to send in the technical schedules and any supporting documentation, such as the council resolution.

When You First Log On…
For security reasons, if you’re logging in for the first time the system will ask you to create a new password after you enter the User ID and the Password you were issued. 
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	Your Password should be at least 8 characters long and must end in a number.
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	Please don’t forget your Password and keep it private and protected at all times!
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	If you do not remember your Password, please call the help desk toll free at 1-866-721-2205 for a new one.
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Once You Have Logged On…
You will see two menus to help you navigate around the system – the Tool Bar and the MRIF Menu.
The Tool Bar (Top Of The Screen) – Important Parts
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	Français/English – changes the language of the system when you click on this button
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	HELP – a separate screen is displayed to assist you in completing the page you are on
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	LOGOUT – click this button whenever you leave SIMSI
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	CONTACT US – who to contact for more information or personal assistance
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	Other sites to visit
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	Federal Site – Infrastructure Canada  (http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/mrif/index_e.shtml)
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	Saskatchewan Government Relations (www.municipal.gov.sk.ca/mrd/prosimsi.shtml)
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	Western Economic Diversification Canada Site (http://www.wd.gc.ca)
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	Canada Site (http://www.canada.gc.ca/)


The MRIF Menu (Left Side Of Screen)
This menu will help you move around your application.  You can always leave your application, log off and log back on again. Just don’t forget your User ID and Password OR YOUR MRIF PROJECT NUMBER (noted in red above the side navigation menu) IF YOU HAVE ALREADY REGISTERED A PROJECT!  To avoid duplication, you should only REGISTER a project ONCE. After that, you will be UPDATING a project.
HINT: Once you have completed the information on a screen, you can press CONTINUE to move to the next screen. This will SAVE your information automatically. If you are just updating one screen, you can click the SAVE button to retain the information on that particular screen.
NEW Projects
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	ONLY if you are adding a NEW application, select APPLICATION/PROJECT from the PROJECT menu on the LEFT and then REGISTER.
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	Once you have entered the Temporary Project Title, the system will issue you a MRIF Project Number for this project.  The project title entered here may be amended by the Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat as required. 
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	You should keep this number handy and quote it as reference on all correspondence with the program and when talking to one of the program staff. 
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EXISTING Projects
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	If you are updating an application you have already started, select APPLICATION/PROJECT from the PROJECT menu on the LEFT and then UPDATE to continue, then enter your MRIF number into the first box of the search screen and click search or hit enter. DO NOT USE “REGISTER” AGAIN! That is for new projects only.
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	HINT: make a note of the name of the screen where you left off and you can go right back to that screen by using the menu on the left.
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	You can always stop your application process if you need to find more information or have other things to do.  Just make sure you log off on the upper right corner of the Tool Bar. 
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Mandatory Fields
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	Mandatory fields are just that – mandatory.  They are marked by an *
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	Your application will not be processed if it is missing mandatory fields
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	If you see a field with an asterisk – it is a mandatory field!


Submitting An Application
Once you have finished your online application and clicked the SUBMIT button, the system will check to see that you have completed all the mandatory fields.  If you have not, it will give you an error message and show you what areas need to be completed. Just click on the link in the message and it will take you to that screen where you can update the missing information then click SUBMIT again.
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If your application is successfully submitted, you will be presented with a screen of instructions for the following:
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	How to print off your application
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	What documentation needs to accompany your application

	[image: image38.png]



	Where you should submit the package

	[image: image39.png]



	Potential Environmental Assessment requirements


Please note: once you have received the SUBMIT PAGE, you CANNOT go back into your application to update information. If you have any questions, you can contact the numbers on the SUBMIT PAGE. You should print the SUBMIT PAGE immediately and keep it for future reference, as you will not have access to it again.
1.2 Step by step guide for completing the online application
	LOG ON
	Please go to http://www.municipal.gov.sk.ca/mrd/prosimsi.shtml, click on the link to the application form. 
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You will then be presented with a login page: please enter the user id and password that was provided to you.[image: image41.png]3 User Login (MRIF) - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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If this is the first time you have logged on, for security reasons the system will expire the password provided to you and you will have to create a new one. It must be at least 8 characters and end in a number.  Enter your old password once and your new password twice and click SAVE. 
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Now you can go to the MRIF Menu on the left side of the screen and click “APPLICATION/PROJECT”.  You are ready to register an application.
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	REGISTER  

Takes you to the Register Application page.
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IF YOU ALREADY HAVE AN MRIF NUMBER, YOU SHOULD SELECT THE “UPDATE” MENU OPTION. [image: image45.png]A Find Applicati
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	*
	Project Title (temporary)
	Enter a brief but descriptive name for your project. Once you have entered this Temporary Project Title, the system will issue you a MRIF Project Number for this project.  The project title entered here may be amended by the Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat as required.

	 
	Legal name of the applicant
	This field will already be completed for you.

	* 
	Address, city, etc.
	Update the applicant’s mailing address and city/town, if incorrect as shown. 

	*  
	Postal Code  
	Update the Postal Code for the Applicant’s address, if incorrect as shown. 
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SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN
AT THIS POINT, THE SYSTEM WILL ISSUE YOU A MRIF PROJECT NUMBER FOR YOUR APPLICATION. PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF THIS NUMBER FOR FUTURE REFERENCE. 
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If you need to leave the online application process and return to it at a later time, you can use this number to easily find your application by clicking “Application/Project”, and then “UPDATE”.  Enter the number in the “project number” field and click the SEARCH button to be returned to your application.
CLICKING “CONTINUE” WILL AUTOMATICALLY SAVE YOUR INFORMATION

	CONTACT INFORMATION
	 

	* 
	Contact name and position
	Enter the Family Name and Given Name of the applicant’s contact person(s) for this project (usually the project manager), and their position or title.

	*
	Preferred Language
	Select the applicant’s preferred language.

	  
	Contact person’s address, Telephone No., etc.
	Enter the contact person’s mailing address, if different from the applicant.  
Enter the telephone and fax numbers including extension numbers, etc that can be used to get in touch with the contact person.

	
	E-mail address
	Enter the contact person’s e-mail address.  Note: If this field is completed, the system will automatically send a confirmation message to the contact when the application has been successfully submitted.
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SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN 

	B.  Project Information Part 1 
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	Provincial Project Number
	Please leave this field blank. For administrative use only.

	  
	Municipal Band/Resolution Number, Date and Location
	Number and date of the municipal resolution approving the construction, operation and ongoing maintenance cost of the project. Please mail in a copy of the resolution to the secretariat office.

	
	Municipal Priority
	Please indicate the priority level you place on each of your projects. (e.g. 1, 2, 3, etc.). 

	*
	Municipal Population
	Please indicate the population of the municipality.  In most cases this field will self populate with 2001 census figures. 

	*
	Municipal Resolution Passed
	Indicate if the municipality has passed a council resolution in support of the proposed project.

	*
	Project description/ abstract
	Enter a detailed description of the project outlining the nature of the physical infrastructure to be constructed, renewed or enhanced.  This description should summarize the main components of the infrastructure.  The details should include the dimensions of the infrastructure (height, length, footprint); construction materials and techniques; brief description of the site (size, existing facilities, location, land ownership); the purpose of the infrastructure (what it will be used for, what sort of activities will be required to operate it, area that it directly serves, etc.).  

	*
	Project location fields

a) project street address

b) project town/city

c) project postal code

d) project province/territory (automatically populated given province/territory or applicant entering data)

e) project nearest intersection or Legal Land Location

(if no address), and 

f) project point of interest/placename (if no nearest intersection and no street address).
	The project location is a key piece of information that is used by the CSMRIF program.  It will be used in reporting and to provide mapping related functionality of project sites.

Ideally, the Project Street address, town/city, and postal code are required.

If this information is not available, then the nearest intersection or legal land location must be provided.

If the address and nearest intersection or legal land location are not available, then a project point of interest or placename is required.  A point of interest could be a shopping mall, a provincial or national park, university, hospital, etc.

A point of interest is a location (with a fixed position), typically identified by name rather than an address and characterized by type, which may be used as a reference point.

[image: image50.png]A Project Information Part 1

Flo Edt View Favortes

rosoft Internet Explorer

Tools Help

=181

ok - = - D [ 4| Qsearch (alravorss Gveds 3| By b -

ks [] tpsfimamstinosroctre g VR gittonfProec_nfomton s

B

-

roject Location

=

elp on defining location information
[FProject street Adaress Line 1

3423 Bank Strest

Project street address Line 2

: Project TowniCity.

[Saskatoon
Saskatchewan =l 58U 7v6

Project Hearest intersection

Project point of interestPlacename.

Project Latitude (+## . ##i#4) Project Longitude (—i### . ##it##4)

Printable Version
Prior to subrmitting your application/business case, please ensure that you
have included all the pertinent information. Orrission of required information
will delay the evaluation process

«Provious | Cortinis> | Save | submit | Foset |

Last Updated: 2005-01-07 Important Notices

=i

]

Mstat| | @ © F BTG ||[Eprorectr.

saskstep... | [Dinbox - mi...| SAuntited -

SARE: User

IEN
OB 1eam





	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN

	PROJECT INFORMATION PART 2
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	* 
	Nature of project
	Select the appropriate menu item from the drop down box to indicate whether the project is an expansion (material enhancement), renewal (renovation, but not routine maintenance or repairs) or new construction.

	* 
	Public/Private Partnerships 


	Indicate whether a private sector (non‑government) organization is providing funding for the project.  A Public/Private Partnership involves a private corporation that is proposing to build infrastructure for public use or benefit. For these projects, please provide information on the partner who is involved in the project. 
This section is used to capture partnerships. Your partnership may not meet the exact definition of an alternative funding arrangement, but should be captured here anyway. Regardless of the nature of the partnership, please complete all the necessary information to the best of your ability.
If you select YES, you must click the link beside it to take you to the Public/Private Partnership screen, complete the details required on Schedule A.  Also include the contribution amount on the page describing project financing.



	Public/Private Partnership 

Note: Will be available on March 1st, 2005.
	To be completed with information on the partnering organizations. If you selected NO in the above field, you do not need to click the link to complete this additional information. Please skip to the next field (Joint Partner)
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	* 
	Legal Name of 

Private Sector Partner
	Provide the legal name of the partner.

	  
	Business Number
	Enter the Canada Customs and Revenue Agency Business Number 

	*
	Address Information
	Enter the address, city, province, postal code, contact person, phone, fax and e-mail address.

	*
	Contact Name
	Enter the family and given names of the contact person.



	*
	Contact Phone, Fax and Email Address
	Enter the requested information

	*
	Ownership and status of corporation
	Describe the ownership of the corporation (e.g., private, public) and its legal status.
 

	*
	Date corporation established
	Provide the date the corporation commenced operations. YYYY/MM/DD format.


	*
	Current number of employees
	Provide the number of employees currently employed directly by the corporation.
 

	*
	Main lines of business
	Provide a description of the corporation’s core business activities. Include their main geographic area(s) of operation.

	*
	Corporation history
	Provide a brief description of the corporation’s history, particularly as it relates to the proposed public-private partnership.
 

	*
	Management capabilities
	Provide a brief description of the corporation’s experience with managing public-private partnerships. 
 

	*
	Rationale for Funding
	Indicate why this funding is required and how it will advance the completion of the project.  An approved resolution by the organization’s board of directors is required.
 

	CLICK THE “BACK” BUTTON TO SAVE AND RETURN TO 
THE PREVIOUS SCREEN (PROJECT INFORMATION 2)
 

	* 
	JOINT PROJECT Applicant Information (If you clicked Yes to the Joint Project question)
	Indicate whether this project is being undertaken jointly with a Non-Governmental Organization, a Non-Profit Organization, another local government or a First Nations band. If the response is Yes, then you must click the link to provide the joint organization’s name, address, contact name, phone number and postal code.

An approved resolution from each joint applicant is required.
[image: image54.png]2 Joint Project Applicant Inform: osoft Internet Explorer =18 x|

Fle Edt Vew Favortes Took Hep |

EBack - > - @ [ | @earch [ravortes @veda | By & A -

ddress [{€) htps:jwny.uat infrastructure. gc cafVRIF regitration/Jont_Applicant.asp?msg=5 =] @oo |unis
=l

Project No: 2725

Joint Project Applicant Information

MRIF Menu

WLMRIF 2A - Applicant Profile

[SASKATOON

Project Menu

Read Access

Applicant
Information
Project

Information

Project
Information Part 1

Project
Information Part 2

Joirt Project
Applicant

Mandatory
Screening Criteria

Project Benefits
Project
Timelines and
Rationale
Project Costs
Environment

| appiicant Hame-

Search
[Contact Given Hame [Contact Famity Hame

[street addressiP.0. Box Ho.

bowee,____———

View
oscore____Joosroneti.__Jcomartrautn___| =
T
Elooe [ 3 @ itemet

st 1 & © Y

B& | [[&130int Pro... Ejsasksten

inbox - .| S4untited -

SARE: User

$OUMB O 1sam






	* 
	Applicant Name
	Enter the legal name of the applicant or organization

	  
	Contact Name
	Enter the contact person’s given and family names 

	  
	Address Information
	Enter the address, city, province, and postal code, of the legal joint project applicant. Please note: CITY is a mandatory field.

	  
	Contact Information
	Enter the Contact person’s phone, fax and e-mail address.

	CLICK THE “SAVE” BUTTON TO SAVE THE INFORMATION. IF YOU HAVE MORE THAN ONE JOINT PROJECT APPLICANT, YOU CAN ENTER ANOTHER ONE NOW BY REPEATING THE PREVIOUS STEPS AND CLICKING “SAVE” AGAIN. 
ONCE YOU HAVE ENTERED ALL JOINT PARTNERS, CLICK THE “BACK” BUTTON TO SAVE AND RETURN TO THE PREVIOUS SCREEN TO COMPLETE THE REMAINING INFORMATION    (PROJECT INFORMATION PART 2)
 

	* 
	Project type
	Select the type of project from the drop down menu. Refer to the Eligible Project Types on page 6 of this document for a list of project types.

	  
	Description of Other Project Type
	If you selected one of the “OTHER” project types, you must complete this box to describe the type of project 

	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN

	Mandatory Screening Criteria
	This page contains questions pertaining to the main policy objectives of the CSMRIF.  The responses provided will be used in the assessment of the application.

Please note that the Mandatory Screening Criteria page will be different for each set of project types.
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	  *
	Mandatory Screening Item
	For each item, indicate if your project meets or exceeds the screening item, and describe how it meets or exceeds the screening item.

	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN

	PROJECT BENEFITS
	Indicate how the proposed project will support the objectives and identify specific benefits and the measures to be used in assessing results. Choose at least one and at most five benefits for your project.  For a definition of benefits, click the link at the top of the screen “Identifying and Measuring Benefits”.  

You must enter the expected change in the appropriate numerical value indicated in brackets next to the benefit. Please note: you will be required to report on these benefits in your progress and final reports. For more information on this, click the link “Selecting Benefits” or scroll to the bottom of the page.
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	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN
 

	PROJECT TIMELINES
	 

	* 
	Project START AND END dates
	The start date is the date that the first costs related to the project are expected to be incurred.  The finish date is the date when the final costs for the project are expected to be incurred.  The finish date must be no later than March 31, 2009.  ** Costs incurred prior to project approval will not be reimbursed. [image: image57.png]A Project s - Microsoft Internet Explorer =18 x|
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	Milestones
	List project milestones (e.g., tender awarded, foundation poured, electrical rough-in completed) and the target dates by which they are expected to be completed, for projects that will take longer than one year to complete or are of a complex nature. Dates should be in YYYY/MM/DD format.  Milestones may be amended by the Secretariat as required. 

	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN

	PROJECT RATIONALE
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	* 
	Project Description - Abstract
	The project description should outline the scope, the strategic alignment, business impact, finances and the recommendations. It should also give the reader a clear understanding as Why, What, When, Who and How of the project and should be able to be extracted as a stand-alone description.

	  *
	Project Rationale
	Project Rationale (include all that apply on your on-line application):  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  project supports the development plan for the community                                       

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  project supports the Area/Regional transportation plan
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  existing infrastructure is structurally inadequate                                                             

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  project will address health and safety issues

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  project will  affect social, economic and/or natural environment concerns

Please describe the rationale for the project in your own words.

Indicate how the project addresses current problems, needs or situations requiring improvement.

	* 
	What is your project?
  
	This section should provide a clear definition of what the project will accomplish (objective), what the project will and will not include (scope), what are the expected results (outcomes) and who are the players (stakeholders).

	*
	How does it address the problem stated in Section 2 - "Project Rationale"?
	This section should indicate how the project would improve or fix the problem stated in Section 2. It should explain why Federal - Provincial/Territorial funding is required to enable the project to proceed, increase its scope (size) or allow it to proceed earlier than originally planned. 
Include a brief explanation of a) how the project supports the local development plan for the community and b) how the project will affect the social, economic and/or natural environment of the municipality.

	*
	Describe the location where the project will take place.
	Describe the main environment features of the area, such as terrain, and proximity to water bodies (rivers, lakes, streams) that could be affected by the project. Indicate current and past land and whether the project site is in a residential, rural or urban area. Indicate if the site is proximal to important or designated environmental or cultural sites, such as national parks, heritage sites, historic canals, sensitive sites and other protected areas.

	*
	Who will benefit from the project?
	Indicate who will benefit from the project, for example, residents or businesses, and how they will benefit (i.e. improved health, safety, and/or economic benefits). The purpose of this section is to indicate how the project will benefit the community.

	*
	When do you anticipate a realization of these benefits?
	Indicate whether these benefits will be short or long-term and whether these benefits will be realized during the project, at the completion of the project or shortly after the completion of the project. Note that you will be expected to measure and report on these benefits at that time.

	*
	Describe any innovative technology that will be employed during the realization of the project.
	Provide details on the technology to be incorporated in to the proposed project.
Focus on new approaches, best practices and whether the project uses the best available technologies (that are economically feasible) or innovation to address the problem.

	*
	What are the significant project risks and what is your strategy to mitigate those risks?
	Risks are uncertainties or constraints that may prevent the project from completing on time, on budget, or in its original scope. Few projects are completely without risk, however, most successful projects manage or mitigate their risks through good planning and on going management.
Indicate any known risks (such as short construction season, possible uncertainties in building site that might influence cost, etc) and specify how those uncertainties may impact the performance of the project, either in duration, cost, or meeting the requirements. Then indicate what actions are possible in advance or during the project to reduce the effect of the risk (mitigation).

	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN

	COMMUNICATION EVENTS/ACTIVITIES


	Describe all planned communications activities for the project (e.g., project announcement, ground breaking, ribbon cutting, etc.) and target dates (e.g., three weeks after approval, etc.) Indicate beside each the expected date of completion in an YYYY/MM/DD format.
Note: advance approval must be obtained from the management committee for all public announcements of activities under the Canada Saskatchewan Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund.
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	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN

	ELIGIBLE COSTS


	Figures in this column should represent the total costs associated with the project for each given cost category. 
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	Tax rebates
	Record applicable Goods and Services Tax (GST) and other rebate estimates here.  
For more information, contact the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) at 1-800-959-5525 or visit their web site:  http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/

	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN

	INELIGIBLE COSTS
	Ineligible costs (borne by applicant) - Enter any ineligible costs in this section.

[image: image61.png]=181

icrosoft Internet Explorer

Fle Edt Vew Favortes Took Hep
EBack - > - @ [ | @earch [ravortes @veda | By & A -
ddress [) hitps:jwny.uat infrastructure. gc.cafVRIF regitration/Inclgble_Cost.aspPmsg=5 =] @oo |unis
T Saskatchewan Canad:
m_m_m-
s o]
Project No: 2725 Ineligible Costs
MRIE Moma TETRCTM /L MRIF 24 - Applicant Profile
[T 5 A SKATOON
Project Menu
Read Access Pvn!essmna\ salaries, Nor-professional salaries,
Applicant drministrative
Information [Furishings, Norfixed equipment, Land
Project _m-
Information I | T
Project Benefits l j l —
[ = | 000
Project Costs
Eligible Costs Total Ineligible Costs: 000
Inligible Costs
Preject Financing Printable Version
Dther Project Prior to subrmitting your application/business case, please ensure that you
ncing have included all the pertinent information. Ornission of required information |
Environment will delay the evaluation process.
View
<«<Previous | Continue>> | Save | Subrmit | Reset |
Elooe [ 3 @ itemet
Astart| | 1] @ © F B 15 | |[Enengible.. Ejsaskstep... | [imbox -i...| sduntited - ..| sARe: User G OHABEY 1a7am






	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN

	PROJECT FINANCING
	All estimated costs must be broken down by the provincial government fiscal year (April 1 - March 31).
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	Based on the estimate of eligible costs in the previous screen, provide a fiscal-year-by-fiscal-year estimate of the financing required bringing the project to fruition. This estimate should include separate figures for the amount to be paid by the applicant and partner (if applicable), and the requested financing from the federal and provincial governments.

Other federal or provincial funding is funding received from another federal or provincial program, other than the Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund.

If the “other federal” or “other provincial” is specified the source department or program must be specified in the Specify Other Federal Funding Source and Specify Other Provincial Funding Source fields.

	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN

	OTHER PROJECT FINANCING
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	*
	Funds being borrowed to finance this project?
	Indicate whether funds will be borrowed to finance this project. If yes, indicate the name and address of the financial institution(s) that will provide the loan. 

	*
	Funds from other Provincial/Territorial Programs?
	Has an application been made to receive funding for this project from a separate provincial program? If so, indicate the amount of funding that was requested and the name of the program.

	*
	Funds from other Federal Programs?
	Has an application been made to receive funding for this project from a separate federal program? If so, indicate the amount of funding that was requested and the name of the program.

	*
	Other Funding?
	 Are you receiving funds from any other sources not already named and described? If yes, indicate the source and the amount.

	*
	Source of Applicant Funding 
	Indicate the source of the Applicant funding

	SELECT « CONTINUE » TO MOVE TO THE NEXT SCREEN 

 

	ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
	You will be notified whether or not an environmental assessment is required for your project. In the event that an EA document is required, you will be provided with additional information regarding the structure, content and the number of copies you will need to submit. Alternatively, an EA may be initiated on the municipality’s behalf and applicant will be advised accordingly.
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Environmental Assessment

The following information is needed to determine whether the proposed
project will require an environmental assessment (EA) in accordance with the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act If so, an EA must be completed,
and a determination made that the project is not liely to cause significant
adverse environmental effects taking into account the implementation of
mitigation measures, before MRIF funds can be released

Please note that it is not necessary to cary out an EA of the project unless
you are notified that your project is being considered for MRIF funding
Details of the requirement for an EA will be provided at that time.

[EEEERCTM /L MRIF 24 - Applicant Profile

[T 5+5KATOON

1. Projects Excluded From Consideration Under The Act

The following types of infrastructure projects are excluded from an
environmental assessment. If the proposed project matches the defition of
an excluded project, indicate the applicable Exclusion List Regulation by
selecting 'Yes' for the applicable exclusion itern below.

The proposed maintenance or repair of an existing | C Yes @ No
physical work. (ELR#1)

The proposed construction or installation of a building | C Yes @ No
with a footprint of less than 100m2 and a height of
less than 5 that would not

) Be carried out in or on or within 30m of a water
body; and

b) Involve the liely release of a polluting substance
into a water body. (ELR#)

BN The proposed construction, installation, expansion or | © Yes & o
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	BEFORE YOU CLICK THE SUBMIT BUTTON, PLEASE ENSURE ALL INFORMATION IS CORRECT. ONCE YOU HAVE SUBMITTED AN APPLICATION AND THE SYSTEM HAS ACCEPTED IT, YOU CANNOT GO BACK IN AND MODIFY IT.
Once you have completed this page, click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the screen. The system will validate your application. 
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If you have missed any mandatory fields, you will get an error message showing you what information needs to be completed. Click on the link in the message and it will take you to that screen. Once you have completed the information, you can click SUBMIT again.

If your application is successful, you will receive a page indicating your application was successfully submitted. This page will provide you with the instructions to complete the application process. You should PRINT THIS PAGE IMMEDIATELY. It contains valuable contact information and will not be displayed again. 


  
The management committee may, at its discretion, request additional information. 

1.3 Federal/Provincial Environmental Assessment Processes
 Background Information and Helpful Hints 

Regulatory Considerations: 

Projects must meet all applicable federal and provincial environmental legislation and standards. It is the applicant's responsibility to ensure that any additional approvals and permits are obtained.

Dialogue with Environmental Agencies: 

For projects that require an EA document, applicants are encouraged to contact relevant federal departments or provincial departments (e.g., Fisheries & Oceans Canada, Saskatchewan Environment). A proactive discussion with such agencies during the project planning phase will assist in identifying potential environmental impacts and necessary mitigation measures.

NOTE: 
· Approval of CSMRIF funding is conditional upon completion of the Environmental Assessment process.

· Successful applicants must agree to adhere to mitigation requirements as may be specified in the Environmental Assessment document. 

· Commencement of construction prior to completion of the EA process will result in the project being ineligible for funding under the Program.


Federal Environmental Assessment Requirements

Projects approved for funding under the Canada Saskatchewan Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund (CSMRIF) fall under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA) and regulations. As such, all projects must be reviewed to ensure that the project or related physical activities do not result in unacceptable environmental effects.

Excluded & Non-Excluded Projects:

Certain types of projects that have an insignificant impact on the environment may be excluded from an environmental assessment under CEAA. The CEAA Exclusion List Regulations specify certain types of projects that have insignificant environmental effects and do not require an environmental assessment. For more information on CEAA, please refer to the website at www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca and the Exclusion List Regulations at www.ceaa.gc.ca/013/0004/SOR94-639.txt. 

Examples of projects that may be excluded under certain circumstances include:
· Maintenance and repair of existing physical works such as buildings, roads, water and waste-water facilities;

· Minor modification of existing buildings; 

· Construction of ramps, doors and handrails to facilitate wheelchair access, fences, sidewalks and small parking lots;

· Modifications of existing roads using the existing rights of way;

· Demolition of small buildings.

Projects that are not excluded will require the development of an environmental assessment (EA) document that identifies environmental impacts associated with the proposed project and mitigation measures to address the impacts. Completion of the EA document includes a review by appropriate federal departments and/or agencies, and the inclusion of revisions that may be required as a result of the review process.

In the event that an EA document is required, you will be provided with additional information outlining the structure and content for the document.  Alternatively, an EA may be initiated on the municipality’s behalf and the applicant will be advised accordingly.


Provincial Environmental Assessment Process: 

The Environmental Assessment Act (1980)(The EA Act) requires that all developments (as defined in Section 2(d) of The EA Act) likely to affect the environment go through a public screening process and obtain Ministerial approval prior to proceeding.  Copies of The EA Act can be obtained from the Queens Printer by calling  (306) 787-6894 or through the following Internet link:

http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Statutes/Statutes/E10-1.pdf 

Applicants with projects that may have an impact on the environment or species as risk should seek their own legal council in regards to the application of The EA Act to their project.  All applicants should review a copy of the regulations for information on projects that may be subject to The EA Act.  Refer to the provincial Environmental Assessment Office’s website at http://www.se.gov.sk.ca/environment/assessment/ or contact their office at:

Saskatchewan Environment

Environmental Assessment Branch

142-3211 Albert Street

Regina SK S4S 5W6

(306) 787-6132 

An approval for funding under this CSMRIF program is not an approval pursuant to The EA Act.

If your project is being considered for funding, you will be asked to answer each question on the checklist below.  The questions are intended to assist you and the MRIF program coordinators in understanding the environmental impacts of your proposed project and its potential to trigger The EA Act.  As with the CEAA process, if further information is required, you will be contacted and asked to provide additional information relating to your proposed project.

This checklist is not intended to be inclusive of all the criteria found in Section 2(d) of The EA Act the applicant is advised to refer to the actual legislation (see link above) and seek further clarification if necessary.

	Item
	Topic
	YES
	NO

	EA SK1
	The proposed project will affect native prairie or an undisturbed natural area. 
	
	

	EA SK2
	The proposed project will affect a rare or endangered species or its habitat.

Contact the Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre directly at (306) 787-7196 or FAX at (306) 787-9544 or at their website at: http://www.biodiversity.sk.ca. 
	
	

	EA SK3
	The proposed project will affect provincial Crown agricultural or Crown Resource land in any way, or any land with a special designation (Fish and Wildlife Development Fund, Conservation Easement, Game Preserve, Provincial Park, Recreation Site, Regional Park, Ecological Reserve, Qu’Appelle Implementation, Rafferty or Alameda Mitigation Land) or any other land with a special designation.
	
	

	EA SK4
	The proposed project will substantially utilize a provincial resource (e.g. water, land, trees etc.) in a way that pre-empts the use for other purposes. 
	
	

	EA SK5
	The proposed project will result in the release of a pollutant or the creation of wastes or by-products.
	
	

	EA SK6
	There are a number of members of the public (either in or outside of the municipality/town/city etc.) who will be opposed to the project being constructed or are concerned about its adverse environmental impacts.
	
	

	EA SK7
	The proposed project will have impacts on lands or people beyond the political boundaries of the municipality (i.e. more regional in nature).
	
	

	EA SK8
	The proposed project will affect an area of sensitive terrain (sand dunes, steep slopes, easily eroded or rutted soils, high density of wetlands etc.).
	
	

	EA SK9
	The impacts of the project will occur for the life of the project and will not be reversible.
	
	

	EA SK10
	The project will impact on a feature of the environment that is considered valuable/significant to certain people(s).
	
	

	EA SK11
	The project will significantly impact the local social, economic or cultural elements of the community.
	
	

	EA SKl2
	The project will necessitate further development that will have negative impacts on the environment?
	
	


Section 2 - Contact Information:

If you need help with the on-line application...

... Please contact our help desk.

· You may call the toll free 1-866-721-2205 help line, open Monday to Friday from 6:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Standard Time 

· Or you may send the help desk an e-mail at the following address: simsi.oiccc@cgi.ca 

· They will be able to help you with technical questions regarding how to submit your electronic application.

If you need help with the contents of your CSMRIF application…

…Please contact the Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat at 1-306-787-7414 or by E-mail at  infra@gr.gov.sk.ca
If you have questions regarding environmental assessments …

…Please contact the Environmental Assessment Coordinator at 1-306-780-5658.
Please e-mail or mail all copies of supporting documents to:

E-mail: 

infra@gr.gov.sk.ca
Regular Mail:
Canada Saskatchewan Infrastructure Secretariat




410 – 1855 Victoria Ave




Regina, SK   S4P 3V7

Please do not send a paper copy of your application form, if you submitted your application online.  
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