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1. Introduction

“The point of providing students access to higher education is to give them a
reasonable opportunity to participate in college and attain a college degree.”
(Vincent Tinto, “From Access to Participation,” Reconceptualizing Access in
Postsecondary Education: Report of the Policy Panel on Access, Washington, D.C.,
1997)

Canadahasthe highest rate of postsecondary attainment in theworld. In addition,
the past two decades have seen a steady increase in enrolment in colleges and
universitiesin Canada. Postsecondary education isnow recognized asan important
ingredient in the economic and socia health of a country. Universal access to
postsecondary education, for those who qualify, isan important ideal in Canadian
society.

While postsecondary education has become widespread in Canada, some
peopledo not go for avariety of reasons. Othersstart their postsecondary education,
but then leave before completing. Moreover, there are a multitude of pathways
that individuals take through postsecondary education. Many do not enter
postsecondary studies until they have been out of school for sometime (particularly
those who go to college). Having started their studies, some leave only to return
later to the same program or a different one; others do not return.

Access to postsecondary education, in its broadest sense, means not just
entrance, but participationinand completion of that education. Most recent analysis
has looked at barriers to entry into postsecondary education, addressing the
guestions: Do all qualified individual s have equal accessto begin apostsecondary
education? What factors are related to entry? A broader examination of access
distinguishes between accessto college and university. It also considersthefactors
related to persistence in postsecondary education, or more specifically, factors
related to dropping out.

This paper examines some of the factors related to entry to college or
university aswell asfactorswhich arerelated to leaving postsecondary education
prior to completion. Using data from the Youth in Transition Survey, it explores
the early postsecondary experiences of youth who were 18 to 20 years old in
December 1999 and compares factors related to both entry and persistence in
college and university. The report then looks at the reasons that students give for
leaving their studies prior to completion, and also focuses on students who had
dropped out of postsecondary studies, but who had returned to school by December
2001.

It is important to note that the status of the youth in this study is not
necessarily final. Respondentswere 18 to 20 years oldsin December 1999 and 20
to 22 yearsold in December 2001. They arestill very young and till inthe process
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of making decisions and changesin their life plans. Many of these youth have not
yet gone on to postsecondary studies, but have delayed that decision. Others are
in school, but may yet drop out before completing. And still others have |eft their
studies without completing, but may yet return. This analysis is therefore a
preliminary look at early decisions about both attending and dropping out of
postsecondary education.

Educational experiences of youth over time

This study uses data from the Youth in Transition Survey (Cohort B). This is a
longitudinal survey which first interviewed youth who were aged 18 to 20 in
December 1999 and then re-interviewed the same youth two years later. This study
looks at the postsecondary experiences of the youth in the survey using information
provided in both 2000 and 2002 about their educational activities and status.

The postsecondary status and pathways of a subset of the youth examined in this
paper has already been detailed by Zeman, Knighton and Bussiére (2004). Rather
than examining all youth aged 18 to 20 in 1999, Zeman et al. focused on the
oldest youth aged 20 years. While this paper includes the entire age cohort, the
patterns of postsecondary participation over a two year period were similar to that
reported by Zeman et al.
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Over two-thirds of
Canadian youth have
gone on to college
or university by their
early 20s

Table 1

2. Participation in postsecondary
education

Over two-thirds of the youth in this study had gone on to college or university by
the time they were in their early twenties. While only 53% of 18 to 20 year olds
had participated in postsecondary education (PSE) as of December 1999, as of
two yearslater, fully 70% of them (now 20 to 22 years old) had madethetransition
to postsecondary education? (Tablel). This increase was most affected by the
numbers of youth who had still been in high school in December 1999 and thus
had not yet had the opportunity to enter college or university.

Among youth aged 20 to 22 in December 2001, participation rates in
university and college were relatively similar: 36% of youth had participated in a
college/ CEGEP program and 33% had participated in a university program. An
additional 18% of youth had participated in some other type of postsecondary
program.

Participation in postsecondary education was more preval ent among women,
with 77% of them participating compared to 66% of men. Thisgap in participation
appearsin the early period after high school. In December 1999, at age 18 to 20,
there was a significant difference in the percentage of men and women who had
participated in postsecondary education (12 percentage points). Over the next
two years, the gap did not increase. An additional 20% of both men and women
entered postsecondary for the first time between 1999 and 2001.

Postsecondary attendance of youth as of December 1999 and as of December 2001

December 1999 December 2001

18 to 20 years old 20 to 22 years old
Male Female All Male Female All
% Y% Y% % Y% %
Total: Went to PSE 47 59 53 66 77 71
Went to university 17 24 21 28 38 33
Went to college/CEGEP 23 29 26 32 39 36
Went to other postsecondary institution 11 12 11 17 19 18

Note:

1. Numbersin bold represent significant differences.
2. Sum of went to university, went to college/CEGEP and went to other postsecondary institution does not equal percentage who went to PSE because
youth may have attended more than one type of institution.

Previous research on the postsecondary participation of Canadian youth
has found that no one factor can fully account for who goes on to postsecondary
education (Barr-Telford et al. 2003). There are, instead, a wide variety of
characteristics which distingui sh youth who go from those who do not. In general,
students who pursue postsecondary studies are more likely to be women, single
with no children, and they are more likely to have lived with two parentswhilein
high school (Table 2).
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These factors appear to be most strongly related to university education. In
fact, of thesefactors, the only onesthat made asignificant differenceto participation
in college or CEGEP were gender, presence of children, and visible minority
status. It is notable that while youth who were visible minorities were less likely
to attend college or CEGEP, they were more likely to attend university than non-
visible minority youth.

Table 2
Factors related to postsecondary participation by age 20 to 22

Ever Went to
participated in Went to other post-
postsecondary Went to college/ secondary

education university CEGEP institution
% % Y% %
All 71 33 36 18
Demographic factors
Gender
Male 66 28 32 17
Female 11 38 39 19
Marital status
(in relationship or not)
In a relationship 57 15 34 21
Single 74 36 36 17
Children
With kids 39 5 21 16
Without kids 74 35 37 18
Visible minority
Visible minority 76 43 31 15
Not a visible minority A 3 36 18
Type of community
Rural 64 24 34 18
Urban 73 35 36 18
Family structure while
in high school
Two biological parents 76 38 36 18
Other 61 21 34 18
Note:

1. Sum of went to university, went to college/CEGEP and went to other postsecondary institution does not equal
percentage who went to PSE because youth may have attended more than one type of institution.
2. Numbersin bold represent significant differences.

Both parental educational attainment and parental values towards
postsecondary education were related to postsecondary participation. The parental educational
proportion of youth who participated in postsecondary education increased as  attainment and the
parental education increased (Table 3). Moreover, parental educational attainment '“I‘aizzr(‘;:l“‘:e parents
had a greater impact on university participation than on college participation. gostsecondary
education matters to
postsecondary
participation
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Youth who have a
strong sense of
belonging in high
school and who do
well in high school are
more likely to continue
their education

Table 3
Family factors related to postsecondary participation

Ever Went to
participated in Went to other post-
postsecondary Went to college/ secondary

education university CEGEP institution
% % % %
All 71 33 36 18
Highest educational attainment of parents
Less than high school 52 14 31 16
High school diploma 61 21 33 18
Some postsecondary education 73 28 36 19
Postsecondary certificate/diploma 83 45 40 18
Parent’s opinion on the importance
of pursuing education after high school
Important 76 36 38 18
Not important 37 10 17 16

Note:

1. Sum of went to university, went to college/CEGEP and went to other postsecondary institution does not equal
percentage who went to PSE because youth may have attended more than one type of institution.
2. For information on significant differences please refer to standard errorsin appendix table 2.2.

Thevaluethat parents place on education a so appeared to influence youths
participation in postsecondary education. More than twice as many youth whose
parents thought postsecondary education was important went on to college or
university compared to those whose parents thought postsecondary education was
not important. This difference was more pronounced for university participation
than it was for college participation.

Positive interactions in high school, both academically and socially, are
related to participation in education at the postsecondary level. YITS provides
measures of school engagement, which includes participation in academic life
(e.g., number of hours spent on homework, schoolwork performed, impressions
concerning the value of education), and social life (e.g., sense of belonging, being
able to count on the support of friends, ease in making friends).

Academic and social engagement scales

Academic engagement scale: This variable was derived using the respondents’levels
of agreement with the following statements: | got along well with teachers; I did as
little work as possible - I just wanted to get by; | paid attention to the teacher; | was
interested in what | was learning in class; | completed my homework on time; |
thought that many of the things we were learning in class were useless; and, school
was often a waste of time. It also included the number of times per month the
respondent reported skipping class without permission. IRT (Item Response Theory)
was used to calculate a single continuous scale variable using the responses to all
of the items. For this analysis, a categorical variable was then derived from this
continuous variable. The category “very engaged” includes those responses that
fell above plus one standard deviation from the mean; “not very engaged” includes
those responses that fell below minus one standard deviation from the mean; and
“engaged” includes the responses that fell within plus or minus one standard
deviation from the mean.
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Social engagement scale: This variable was derived using the respondents’ levels
of agreement with the following statements: | felt like an outsider at school or like
I was left out of things at school; | was treated with as much respect as other
students in my class; | had friends at school whom I could talk to about personal
things; and, people at school were interested in what I had to say. IRT (Item Response
Theory) was used to calculate a single continuous scale variable using the responses
to all of the items. For this analysis, a categorical variable was then derived from
this continuous variable. The category “very engaged” includes those responses
that fell above plus one standard deviation from the mean; “not very engaged”
includes those responses that fell below minus one standard deviation from the
mean; and “engaged” includes the responses that fell within plus or minus one
standard deviation from the mean.

Youth who participated in postsecondary education weremorelikely to report
a high level of academic engagement and social engagement in high school
(Figure 1). About 20% of youth who participated in postsecondary education
reported being very engaged in high school compared to 9% who did not pursue
postsecondary studies (see appendix table 2.3). When looking at the type of
postsecondary education pursued, a higher proportion of university participants
had a high level of academic engagement in high school compared to college
participants. On the other hand, the differences between college and university
participantsin the proportion of studentswho had high levels of social engagement
in high school were negligible.

Figure 1

Postsecondary participation status for youth who were very engaged
in high school

% %
25 25
20 20
15 15
10 10

5 5

0 0

Academically very engaged Socially very engaged

Never participated in
e

postsecondary education 1 wentto university Bl went to college/Cegep
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Good grades in high school are aso related to postsecondary education,
and more so for university than college participation. This is not surprising as
entrance requirementsfor postsecondary schooling aretied to high school marks.
A strong majority (almost 90%) of those who reported an overall high school
average of more than 80 percent participated in postsecondary schooling. On the
other hand, among youth who didn’t pursue postsecondary schooling, only 12%
had a high school average of 80% or more. Similarly, among youth with an overall
average of 80 percent or more in high school, nearly 60% went to university and
approximately 35% went to a college or CEGEP. Conversely, among youth who
had an average of 60% lower, lessthan 2% went to university, 12% went to college
and 10% went to other postsecondary institutions (Appendix table 2.5).
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3. Dropping out of postsecondary
education

While a large proportion of Canadian youth participated in postsecondary
education, a small proportion had left as of December 2001 without having
completed a postsecondary credential. As of December 1999, 9% of all youth
who had taken postsecondary schooling had left without compl eting their program.
Two years|ater, approximately 15% of youth who had taken some postsecondary
education had left without completing a program. While these youth were
considered leaversasof December 2001, they may well return. Infact, 38% percent
of youth who had dropped out of postsecondary education as of December 1999
had already returned two years later.?

Postsecondary leavers are an important population to understand since the
concept of accessto education includes not just participation, but also completion.
It turns out that the factors which are related to not participating in postsecondary
education are among the same factorsthat are related to dropping out. Youth who
left postsecondary education prior to completion tended to be atypical of the
average postsecondary student, and more closely resembled those who did not go
on to postsecondary studies.

Youth who dropped out at some point from postsecondary education were
more likely to be male, more likely to be married, and they tended to come from
families with lower levels of education. In addition, they tended to be somewhat
less engaged in high school and to have lower high school grades on average than
those who stayed. Most notably, moreover, they were less engaged in their
postsecondary studies than those who stayed the course. It should be noted, of
course, that many of these factors are inter-related and this analysis does not
investigate the relative importance of the various factors.

Not only were males less likely to participate in postsecondary education
than were femalesthey were al so somewhat lesslikely to complete their program.
Approximately 17% of males left their postsecondary schooling compared with
13% of females.

Youth who were married or living with a partner or who had children were
more likely to leave their postsecondary studies before completion. Around 21%
of 20 to 22 year olds who were married or living with a partner had left their
postsecondary schooling compared to 14% who were not. Youth with children
were also more likely to leave their studies compared to youth without children
(28% versus 14% respectively) (Appendix Table 3.1).

Postsecondary leaving was al so rel ated to the number of parents or guardians
that youth lived with while in high school. Youth who lived with two parents
while in high school were less likely to leave their postsecondary education than
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Lower levels of
parental education are
associated with
dropping out of
college or university

High school
experiences are related
to postsecondary
persistence

were youth who lived with one parent or had alternative living arrangementswhile
in high school (20% versus 13% respectively) (Appendix table 3.2).

Parental educational attainment levels were also associated with leaving
postsecondary education (Appendix table 3.2). Youth whose parents had a high
school diplomaor lesswere morelikely to leave postsecondary education without
completing than were youth whose parents had a postsecondary certificate or
diploma.

Theattitudesthat youths' parents had toward postsecondary education were
also related to whether youth |eft their studies. Among youth whose parents did
not think it wasimportant to pursue a postsecondary education, 21% had dropped
out of school compared to 14% of those whose parents thought that postsecondary
education was important.

Christie and Dinham (1991) write that students' initial commitment to
postsecondary education can be affected by their background characteristics and
the experiences that they bring with them to postsecondary school. While
engagement in high school was rel ated to participation in postsecondary education,
high school engagement was also, to lesser extent, related to dropping out of
postsecondary.

Youth who left their postsecondary education were less likely to report a
high level of academic engagement while in high school (Figure 2). About 12%
of youth who dropped out of postsecondary studies reported being very
academically engaged in high school overall compared to 19% of those who did
not leave. While this gap was pronounced for high school academic engagement,
differences in high school socia engagement were not notable between the two
groups.

Figure 2

Proportion of postsecondary leavers and continuers/graduates with a high
level of engagement in high school

% %

25 25
20 20
15 15
10 10
5 5
0 0
Academically very engaged Socially very engaged
I:l Were PSE leavers |:| Were PSE continuers/graduates

in December 2001 in December 2001
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Students who dropped out of their postsecondary studies also appeared to
belessacademically prepared for those studies than those who stayed. (Appendix
table 3.4). Only one in three postsecondary leavers had an overall high school
grade average of at least 80% in high school, compared to one in two of those
who continued with their studies.

When the youth in this study were aged 18 to 20 they were asked whether
there was anything standing in their way of going as far in school as they would
like. Youth who subsequently |eft their postsecondary schooling were somewhat
morelikely to have reported abarrier to further schooling compared to those who
did not leave. Half of all youth who left their studies had indicated two years
beforehand that they faced some kind of barrier to going as far in school as they
would like. However, 42% of those who were still in postsecondary education or
who had graduated also reported facing barriers (Table 4).

Compared to those who did not drop out of postsecondary education, leavers
were dlightly more likely to perceive barriers to their education and were aso
slightly more likely to report that their financial situation was the major barrier
standing in their way. However, other types of perceived barriers were not related
to subsequently leaving postsecondary education. For example, there was no
notable difference between the two groupsin terms of the proportion who reported
as abarrier alack of interest or motivation, that they wanted to work, that they
were not able to get into a program or that it took too long to complete further
schooling.

Table 4

Barriers to postsecondary goals reported by youth at age 18 to 20 as of
December 1999, by their postsecondary status two years later

PSE continuers/

PSE leavers as of graduates as of

Barriers to postsecondary education December 2001 December 2001
Number
All 121,000 706,000
%

Reported facing barriers to “going as far in school as would like to go” 50 42
Financial situation (need to work/costs too much) 34 29
Not able to get into program/marks too low/not accepted 5 5
Not enough interest/motivation 7 4
Want to stay close to home F 0*
Take too long 3* 3
Want to work 2% 2
Caring for own children F 1*
Own health F 0*
Not sure what want to do 2 1*
Others 5 3

Notes: Asameasure of sampling error:
* indicates a coefficient of variation (CV) between 16.6% and 25%
F  too unreliable to be published

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand.

Numbers in bold represent significant differences.
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Leaving postsecondary
education is related to
students’
postsecondary
experiences

Researchers have found that engagement at the postsecondary level can be
apredictor of postsecondary retention or attrition (Pascarellaand Terenzini 1980).
In putting that research into practice, some postsecondary institutions have
developed special programs in order to increase first year students' engagement
and thus improve first year retention rates. These programs may include special
coursesthat teach better study habitsand learning skills, pairing first year students
with older students or faculty members as mentors and encouraging students to
get involved in the non-academic life of the university through volunteerism, sports
and social activities.

The transition from high school to postsecondary education was a positive
experience for most youth who attended college or university. However, leavers
did not have the samefirst year postsecondary experience asthose who stayed on.
Taken together, postsecondary leavers seemed to be less satisfied with their
academic ‘fit’ at college or university. They were unsure of what they wanted to
do, or were unhappy with their program (Table 5).

A lower proportion of leaversfelt they had the skillsand abilitiesto do well,
reported that they had become friendswith other students during first year, or that
there were people at school they could talk to about personal matters. A higher
proportion of leavers also reported that they had trouble keeping up with the
workload most or all of the time during their first year.

Table 5

Attitudes, sense of belonging, first year of post-secondary education (percent)
for postsecondary leavers versus non-leavers

Were PSE continuers/

Were PSE leavers in graduates in
December 2001 December 2001
Number
All 121,000 706,000

%

Attitude and sense of belonging during first year of postsecondary education

| participated in a program or workshop to help me adjust to first-year PSE 15 16
| had trouble keeping up with the workload most or all of the time 20 13
| never or rarely miss deadlines n 86
| never or rarely could relate what was being taught to my future 32 24
| felt just like a number most or all of the time 34 25
| skipped class once a week or more 75 71
| never thought about dropping out 50 77
| felt that | had the skills and abilities to do well (Agree/strongly agree) 82 92
There were people at school | could talk to about personal things

(Agree/strongly agree) 72 82
| felt | had found the right program for me (Agree/strongly agree) 53 78
First year helped me get a better idea of my future plans (Agree/strongly agree) 73 83
First year gave me skills that would help me in the job market

(Agree/strongly agree) 59 73
During first year, | was sure of the type of work | would like to have in the future

(Agree/strongly agree) 51 63
During first year, | became friends with other students at school

(Agree/strongly agree) 84 92
During first year, when | didn’t understand something, | rarely or never asked

for more explanation from teachers 22 21
Note:

1. Numbersin bold represent significant differences.
2. Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand.
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Postsecondary leavers were less likely to feel attached to their programs.
For example, while 78% of postsecondary continuers and graduates felt that they
had found the right program for them, this was the case for only 53% of |leavers.
Additionally, alower proportion of leaversfelt that first year gave them the skills
that would help them in the job market, that first year helped to give them a better
idea of their future plans, or that during first year they were sure of the type of
work they would like to have for the future.

Leaverswere also lesslikely to have higher grades during their first year of
postsecondary education. For example, the proportion of leaverswho reported an
overall postsecondary grade average of 80% or more was less than half the
proportion of non-leavers (18% versus 37% respectively) (Appendix table 3.4).

For the most part, the characteristics that distinguish youth who drop out of tLI‘;‘C" of program fit’ is
postsecondary studiesare echoed inthereasonsthet they citefor leaving. However, o0 0V T
the actual reasons cited for dropping out do not reflect the barriersthat youthhad  postsecondary school
perceived when first surveyed in 1999. While financial concerns had been the
number one barrier that youth perceived to going as far as they would like, the
actual number one reason that youth gave for leaving school was “lack of fit”4 or

the need to change programs.

Almost onein three leaversreported that their major reason for leaving was
becausethey didn’t likethe program or the program didn’t fit. A further 9% reported
their major reason for leaving was to change institutions or programs, again
suggesting alack of program fit (Table 6).

Although not the most common reason, financial considerations were the  About one in ten youth
major reason cited for leaving postsecondary studies for about 11% of who dropped out of
postsecondary leavers. Reasons related to personal lifestyle decisions were less g‘i‘i‘?‘;‘(‘)ﬂfya‘;“tf]‘i
commonly reported: 7% left because they wanted to work, 6% reported that they  ain reason Y
wanted to rest or to travel and very few |eft because they were pregnant or needed

to take care of children.

Table 6
Reasons for leaving postsecondary education prior to completion

Total number of leavers 121,000
Reasons for leaving %
Didn’t like it/not for me 32
Other 24
Not enough money 11
To change school or program 9
Wanted to work 7
Marks too low 6
Wanted a break 4
Own health 3*
To travel 2%
Only missing a few credits, not worth continuing 2%*
Pregnancy/caring for own child 1**

Notes: Asameasure of sampling error:

* indicates a coefficient of variation (c.v) between 16.6% and 25%

** indicates a c.v. greater than 25% but less than or equal to 33.3%
These data are drawn from Cycle 1, since those from Cycle 2 were not available at the time of study.
Total has been rounded to the nearest thousand.
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4. Stopping out of postsecondary

Dropping out of postsecondary education is often not a permanent decision. In
fact, many studentstake time off during their studies, or leave their studiesonly to
return to a different program or institution. These students can be referred to as
“stopouts’, asdistinguished from “ stayouts” who ultimately do not return. Because
this study looks at very early postsecondary experiences, it is possible that many
of youth who had dropped out at age 20 to 22 may yet go back. It is possible,
therefore, that the factors related to dropping out at any point, are not equally
related to staying out in the long term.

BecausetheYouth in Transition Survey interviewed respondents at two time
periods, it is possible to look at youth who were no longer in postsecondary in
December 1999, but had returned to postsecondary studies by December 2001.
Table 7 shows the proportion of dropouts who returned to school by the reason
they provided for having left.

About half of the students who left to change programs did return to their
studies. However, the majority who left for other reasons had not yet returned.
Among those who cited lack of fit, financial reasons, the need to take abreak, low
grades, or wanting to work, about one in three had returned to postsecondary
education by December 2001 (Table 7).

While return rates by reason for leaving differed, there is no conclusive
evidence showing that one reason would be a greater barrier to returning than
another.

Table 7

Return rates by reason for having left studies as of December 1999 given
by leavers who had returned to their studies within two years

Total number of returners 21,500
Reasons for leaving postsecondary education Return rate (%)
To travel 68*
To change school or program 47
Wanted a break 38**
Didn’t like the program/not for me 36
Other 35
Not enough money 32
Grades too low 29*
Wanted to work 28*
Only missing a few credits, not worth continuing F
Pregnant/caring for own child F
Own health F

Notes: Asameasure of sampling error:
* indicates a coefficient of variation (CV) between 16.6% and 25%
** indicates a CV greater than 25% and less or equal to 33.3%
F too unreliable to be published.
Total has been rounded to the nearest fifty.
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5. Conclusion

Almost three quarters of youth had participated in postsecondary education by
the age of 20 to 22 years. However, while a large proportion of Canadian youth
participated in postsecondary education, 15% had left by December 2001 without
having completed a postsecondary credential. Thisis an important population to
understand since accessto postsecondary islimited if some studentsare unableto
complete their studies.

For the most part, the factors examined in this study appear to be more
strongly related to university participation than to college participation.
Furthermore, these same factors seem to help distinguish students who continue
their studies from those who leave their studies without completing a degree or
diploma (drop out). For example, women are morelikely to attend postsecondary,
particularly university, and they are also less likely to drop out. Similarly, those
who attend postsecondary education, and even more so university, were more
likely to have been very engaged in high school. Moreover, although to a lesser
extent, those who dropped out of postsecondary were less likely to have been
very engaged in high school.

Parental educational attainment and the values that parents place on
postsecondary education were also related to both participation and persistence.
Parents with postsecondary credentials may provide greater levels of parental
involvement, increased expectations and attitudes for academic success and
increased familiarity with the postsecondary education process and experience.
Additionally the value parents place on education may be transmitted by actively
providing an environment conducive to educational attainment.

Among youth who had left postsecondary education without completing
their program, the major reason cited related to alack of program fit even though
few students had perceived thisasabarrier to their education. Ultimately, anotable
proportion of postsecondary leavers stated that they had done so either because
they didn’t like their program or their program wasn’'t ‘for them’ or because they
were going to change programs or schools.

This study has also shown that, while some youth may drop out of
postsecondary education at some point, they have not necessarily put an end to
their studies. Almost 40% of youth who |eft postsecondary education at the age of
18 to 20 had already returned two years later.

Thisreport has provided astarting point from which to understand persistence
in postsecondary education. This analysis has looked at the factors related to
postsecondary participation and persistence individually. Many of these factors,
however, are inter-related. Further analysis is required to measure the relative
importance of each of these factors. Moreover, the youth in this study are still just
starting out on their pathways through postsecondary education. Consequently,
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someyouth may yet begin postsecondary studies, some of the postsecondary leavers
examined inthisreport may resumetheir studies, and otherswho are still attending
postsecondary education may subsequently leave. Future cycles of YITS will
provideaclearer picture on the completion of postsecondary education. In addition,
future cycles of YITS will also allow for an in-depth examination of the labour
market outcomes associated with having some postsecondary education or a
postsecondary credential.
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Endnotes

1. For adetailed investigation of the concept of access to postsecondary education, see Reconceptualizing Accessin

Postsecondary Education: Report of the Policy Panel on Access (NCES-98283, Washington, DC, 1997). Thisisa
summary report pulling together a variety of commentaries by education experts in the United States. The report
was co-sponsored by the National Postsecondary Education Cooperative and the American Council on Education.
Postsecondary education includes all education which is undertaken to obtain a postsecondary diploma, certificate
or degree that would take three months or more for a person to complete. This would include trade and vocational
programs, college and CEGEP programs, university transfer programs offered in a college or CEGEP, programs
leading to an undergraduate university diploma below the baccalaureate level, baccalaureates, first professional
degrees (e.g., medicine, dentistry, etc.), master’'s degrees, and doctorates.

A previous study using datafrom theYouth in Transition Survey (Zeman, et. al.) examined the educational pathways
of 20 year olds. It showed that among 20 year old postsecondary leavers, 35% had returned to school two years
later. It should be noted that the different findingsin these two reports are due to the different populations examined
(20 year olds versus 18 to 20 year olds).

4. Lack of fit indicates the answer category didn't like the program/program not for me.
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Appendix A:
What is the Youth in Transition
Survey (YITS) ?

The Youth in Transition Survey is a Canadian longitudinal survey designed to
examine the patterns of, and influences on, mgjor transitions in young people’'s
lives, particularly with respect to education, training and work.

Following amajor consultation processwith key stakeholders across Canada,
ten broad objectives were developed for YITS. They are asfollows:

1. to examine key transitions in the lives of youth, such as the transition from
high school to post-secondary schooling and the initial transition from
schooling to the labour market;

2. tobetter understand educational and labour market pathways and the factors
influencing these pathways,

3. toidentify educational and occupational pathways that provide a smoother
transition to the labour market;

4. toexaminetheincidence, characteristics, factorsand effects of leaving school;

5. to understand the impact of school effects on educational and occupational
outcomes,

6. to examine the contribution of work experience programs, part-time jobs,
and volunteer activities to skill development and transition to the labour
market;

7. to study the attitudes, behaviours, and skills of young people entering the
labour market;

8. to gain abetter understanding of the determinants of post-secondary entry
and post-secondary retention, including education financing;

9. to better understand the role of educational and labour market aspirations
and expectations in investment in further education and career choice; and,

10. to explorethe educational and occupational pathways of various subgroups,
particularly youth “at risk”.

In order to address these objectives in a timely fashion, it was decided to
collect data from two age groups of youth in the first cycle of the survey in 2000.
One began its participation at age 15 and the other at ages 18 to 20. Both cohorts
were asked to provide arange of information on their education and employment
experiences aswell asinformation on their personal characteristicsincluding, for
example, their educational aspirations. The younger group aso participated in the
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), an internationally
recognized test to evaluate the knowledge and skills of 15-year-olds in reading,
mathematics, and science. Furthermore, an interview was conducted with their
parents and a questionnaire was administered to their school principals.
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In total, almost 30,000 youth aged 15, and more than 22,000 youth aged 18
to 20 from the ten provinces participated in the first cycle of YITS in 2000. The
first results from the younger cohort were presented in Measuring up: The
performance of Canada’ s youth in reading, mathematics and science, whileresults
for the older cohort were presented in At a Crossroads : First resultsfor the 18 to
20-year-old cohort of the Youth in Transition Survey. Both of these publications
are available to download for free through the Internet at www.statcan.ca.

Thefirst follow-up interview with the Y I TS participantstook placein early
2002 with over 40,000 youth interviewed for asecond time. At that time, the two
cohorts were aged 17 and 20 to 22, respectively.

YITS methodology

Target population

Y ITS hastwo target populations: a cohort of individuals who were 18 to 20 years
old on December 31st, 1999 and a cohort of students who were 15 years-old on
December 31st, 1999.

Sample Design

18 to 20 year-old cohort

The target population for the 18 to 20 year-old cohort comprises residents of the
ten provinces of Canadawho were born between 1979 and 1981. Theseindividuals
turned 18 to 20 during 1999, the reference year for cycle 1.

The design implemented for the 18 to 20 year-old cohort isbased on certain
groupsof householdsthat werein the Labour Force Survey (LFS) between January
1997 and December 1999. Individuals who were full-time members of the armed
forces and persons living on Indian reserves or in northern and remote areas are
excluded from LFS and were therefore al so excluded from this cohort. From these
households, asample of individua sborn between 1979 and 1981 or those estimated
to be between 18 to 20 years of age during 1999 was sel ected.

The sample consisted of 29,164 18- to 20-year-olds in cycle 1. In total,
23,594 (80.9%) individuals responded in cycle 1 and these respondents formed
the cycle 2 sample.

15 year-old cohort

The 15 year-old cohort also participated in PISA 2000 (OECD’s! Programme for
International Student Assessment). Consequently, the sample design prescribed
for PISA was used to select the 15 year-old cohort. The sample design entailed
twostage probability sampling, with a stratified probability proportional to size
(PPS) sample of 1,242 schools selected in the first stage and a systematic equal-
probability sample of students selected at the second stage. Up-to-date student
lists were obtained from all participating schools selected in stage one. From this
list, students were randomly selected to participate. Students with a cognitive or
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functional disability who could not participate under the PISA assessment
environment were excluded as were those who had anon-official language barrier.
Intotal, 29,687 15-year-olds participated in cycle 1 of PISA and formed the cycle
2 samplefor YITS.

Data Collection

While separate data collection strategies were employed for each of the cohortsin
cycle 12, the same data collection strategy was used for both cohorts in cycle 2.
Datacollection occurred between mid February and mid-June 2002 using computer
assisted telephone interviewing. The following table shows the response rates by
province.

Table Al
Response rates in cycle 2

15 year-old 18 to 20
Province cohort year-old cohort Both cohorts
Newfoundland and Labrador 94.6 83.2 90.7
Prince Edward Island 90.1 82.2 87.9
Nova Scotia 88.7 82.1 86.5
New Brunswick 84.3 75.6 81.6
Quebec 90.9 85.9 88.4
Ontario 90.5 87.5 88.7
Manitoba 93.3 86.7 90.8
Saskatchewan 95.2 89.0 82.8
Alberta 92.7 85.7 89.9
British Columbia 86.1 79.5 83.6
Canada 90.5 85.0 88.1

Notes:

1. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

2. For more information about the Cycle 1 data collection strategy for the 18-20 year-old cohort, see the user
documentation accompanying the microdata file. For more information about the Cycle 1 data collection strategy
for the 15 year-old cohort, see the document Measuring up: The performance of Canada’s youth in reading,
mathematics and science.
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Appendix B: Tables

Table 2.1

Postsecondary participation rates of youth as of December 1999 and December 2001, by gender

Male Female Al
Total number of youth who were 18 to 20 years old
in December 1999 in Canada 622,000 596,000 1,218,000
% (s.e.) % (s.e.) % (s.e.)
December 1999
18 to 20 years old
Never went to PSE 53 0.68 41 0.66 47 0.48
Went to PSE 47 0.68 59 0.66 53 0.48
Went to university 17 0.54 24 0.60 21 0.40
Went to college/CEGEP 23 0.58 29 0.60 26 0.41
Went to other postsecondary institution 11 0.43 12 0.46 11 0.31
December 2001
20 to 22 years old
Never went to PSE 34 0.72 23 0.64 29 0.49
Went to PSE 66 0.72 77 0.64 71 0.49
Went to university 28 0.70 38 0.78 33 0.53
Went to college/CEGEP 32 0.72 39 0.72 36 0.51
Went to other postsecondary institution 17 0.54 19 0.59 18 0.40

Note:

Sum of went to university, went to college/CEGEP and went to other postsecondary institution does not equal percentage who went to PSE because youth
may have attended more than one type of institution.

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand.

(s.e.) isthe standard error.
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Table 2.2

Postsecondary participation rates of youth aged 20 to 22 as of December 2001, by demographic and
family characteristics

Never Ever Went to
participated  participated other
in post- in post- Went to post-
secondary secondary Went to college/ secondary
education education All university CEGEP institution
% (s.e.) % (s.e) Number  (s.e.) % % (s.e.) % (s.e.) % (s.e.)

Al 29 049 71 049 1,218,000 100 33 0.53 36 0.51 18 0.40

Demographic factors

Marital status

(in relationship or not)

In a relationship 43 1.50 57  1.50 165,000 4,650 100 15 1.09 34 1.32 21 1.22

Single 26 0.52 74 052 1,053,000 4,700 100 36 0.58 36 0.56 17 0.42

Kids

With kids 61 214 39 214 86,000 3,400 100 5 0.75 21 1.72 16 1.73

Without kids 26 0.50 74 0.50 1,132,000 3,450 100 35 0.56 37 0.53 18 0.41

Visible minority

Visible minority 24 1.50 76 1.50 160,000 5,450 100 43 1.94 31 1.75 15 1.38

Not a visible minority 29  0.52 1052 1,054,000 5,550 100 31 0.55 36 0.52 18 0.43

Type of community

Rural 36 1.03 64 1.03 258,000 5,550 100 24 0.90 34 0.90 18 0.68

Urban 27 0.57 73 057 958,000 5,550 100 35 0.62 36 0.62 18 0.49

Family factors

Family structure

Two biological parents 24 0.54 76 0.54 865,000 6,050 100 38 0.65 36 0.61 18 0.48

Other 39 1.04 61 1.04 348,000 6,050 100 21 0.87 34 1.00 18 0.85

Highest educational

attainment of parents

Less than high school 48  1.60 52  1.60 128,000 4,550 100 14 1.23 31 1.63 16 1.25

High school diploma 39 099 61 099 326,000 6,050 100 21 0.78 33 0.95 18 0.73

Some postsecondary

education 27 1.82 73 1.82 87,000 3,500 100 28 1.78 36 1.89 19 1.62

Postsecondary certificate/

diploma 17 058 83 0.58 607,000 7,200 100 45 0.81 40 0.77 18 0.62

Parent’s opinion on the

importance of pursuing

education after the high school

Important 24 0.51 76 0.51 1,056,000 4,450 100 36 0.59 38 0.57 18 0.43

Not important 63 1.49 37 1.49 149,000 4,250 100 10 0.92 17 1.20 16 1.19

Note:

Sum of went to university, went to college/ CEGEP and went to other postsecondary institution does not equal percentage who went to PSE because youth
may have attended more than one type of institution.

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand. Standard errors have been rounded to the nearest fifty.

(s.e.) isthe standard error.

Catalogue no. 81-595-MIE2004026




Who pursues postsecondary education, who leaves and why: Results from the Youth in Transition Survey

Table 2.3

Postsecondary participation rates of youth aged 20 to 22 as of December 2001, by high school

engagement measures

Never Ever
participated in participated in Went to other
postsecondary postsecondary Went to Went to postsecondary
education education university college/CEGEP institution

Al 349,000 5,900 865,000 6,000 399,000 6,500 433,000 6,200 217,000 4,900

High school engagement % (s.e.) % (s.e.) % (s.e.) % (s.e.) % (s.e.)

General engagement
Not very engaged 24 0.87 9 0.41 6 0.52 10 0.67 13 0.79
Engaged 67 0.98 72 0.60 70 0.90 70 0.87 73 1.08
Very engaged 9 0.60 19 0.50 24 0.84 20 0.70 14 0.89
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Academic engagement
Not very engaged 25 0.89 10 0.45 6 0.80 12 0.74 14 0.96
Engaged 66 0.97 72 0.60 71 0.85 7 0.91 72 1.21
Very engaged 9 0.61 18 0.48 23 0.50 18 0.69 14 0.86
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Social engagement
Not very engaged 22 0.80 10 0.40 8 0.59 11 0.59 13 0.84
Engaged 68 0.95 69 0.63 69 0.94 67 0.94 70 1.21
Very engaged 10 0.65 20 0.56 23 0.81 22 0.81 17 1.07
Total 100 100 100 100 100

How many hours each week

did you spend on homework

outside class, during free

periods and at home
% 3 hours or less 58 1.01 35 0.59 24 0.81 39 0.92 46 1.33
% more than 3 hours 41 1.01 65 0.59 76 0.81 61 0.92 54 1.33
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Note:

Sum of went to university, went to college/ CEGEP and went to other postsecondary institution does not equal number who went to PSE because youth may

have attended more than one type of institution.
Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand. Standard errors have been rounded to the nearest fifty.

(s.e.) isthe standard error.
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Table 2.4

Attitudes, sense of belonging in first year of postsecondary education by postsecondary participation

status of youth aged 20 to 22 as of December 2001

Ever
participated in Went to other

Attitudes and sense of belonging during first year postsecondary Went to Went to postsecondary
of postsecondary education education university college/CEGEP institution
Al 865,000 6,000 399,000 6,500 433,000 6,200 217,000 4,900

% (s.e.) % (s.e.) % (s.e.) % (s.e.)
| participated in a program or workshop to help me adjust
to first-year PSE 16 0.47 19 0.72 14 0.62 15 0.96
| had trouble keeping up with the workload most or all
of the time 14 0.49 16 0.78 16 0.73 10 0.79
| never or rarely miss deadlines 84 0.49 88 0.65 81 0.76 86 0.90
| never or rarely could relate what was being taught to
my future 25 0.61 32 0.97 27 0.88 19 1.12
| felt like just a number most or all of the time 26 0.59 35 0.94 24 0.88 17 0.95
| skipped class once a week or more 72 0.62 82 0.77 70 0.89 60 1.32
| never thought about dropping out 73 0.59 77 0.87 72 0.86 74 1.13
| felt that | had the skills and abilities to do well
(Agree/strongly agree) 90 0.43 91 0.59 90 0.68 92 0.69
There were people at school | could talk to about
personal things (Agree/strongly agree) 81 0.54 83 0.75 82 0.77 79 1.11
| felt | had found the right program for me
(Agree/strongly agree) 74 0.65 73 0.90 74 0.98 80 1.04
First year helped me get a better idea of my future plans
(agree/strongly agree) 82 0.54 79 0.83 82 0.75 86 0.98
First year gave me skills that would help me in the job
market (Agree/strongly agree) 71 0.62 61 0.95 75 0.87 81 1.07
During first year, | was sure of the type of work | would
like to have in the future (Agree/strongly agree) 62 0.67 54 1.00 64 0.95 71 1.18
During first year, | became friends with other students
at school (Agree/strongly agree) 90 0.42 90 0.60 91 0.57 89 0.90
During first year, when | didn’t understand something,
| rarely or never asked the instructor to explain it 21 0.59 31 0.95 18 0.78 12 0.94

Note:

Sum of went to university, went to college/ CEGEP and went to other postsecondary institution does not equal number who went to PSE because youth may

have attended more than one type of institution.

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand. Standard errors have been rounded to the nearest fifty.

(s.e.) isthe standard error.
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Table 2.5

Postsecondary participation of youth aged 20 to 22 years old as of December 2001,

by academic performance

Never Ever Went to
participated  participated other
in post- in post- Went to post-
secondary secondary Went to college/ secondary
education education All university CEGEP institution
% (s.e.) % (s.e) Number  (s.e.) % % (s.e.) %  (s.e.) % (s.e.)
Overall grade average
in high school
80% to 100% 12 055 88 0.55 445,000 6,550 100 59 0.88 36 0.85 16 0.65
70% to 79% 27 075 73 075 490,100 6,600 100 24 0.76 43 0.85 20 0.65
60% to 69% 54 1.39 46  1.39 213,000 5,300 100 6 0.62 26 1.22 20 1.21
Less than 60% 79 208 21 2.08 41,000 2,500 100 2 061 12 1.74 10 1.44
Note:

1. Sum of went to university, went to college/CEGEP and went to other postsecondary institution does not equal percentage who went to PSE because

youth may have attended more than one type of institution.

As ameasure of sampling error:

** indicates a coefficient of variation (CV) greater than 25% and less or equal to 33.3%

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand and standard errors have been rounded to the nearest fifty.

(s.e.) isthe standard error.
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Table 3.1

Postsecondary leaver rates for youth aged 20 to 22 years old, by demographic characteristics
and province as of December 2001

PSE leaver rates as of December 2001

Y% (s.e) Number (s.e)

Al 15 0.48 121,000 4,150
Gender

Male 17 0.78 65,000 3,100

Female 13 0.60 57,000 2,750
Visible minority

Visible minority 13 1.53 15,000 1,950

Not a visible minority 15 0.51 106,000 3,800
Marital status (in relationship or not)

In a relationship 21 1.67 18,000 1,650

Single 14 0.49 103,000 3,750
Kids

With kid(s) 28 3.26 9,000 1,200

Without kids 14 0.48 113,000 4,000
Region

Newfoundland and Labrador 15 1.77 2,700 350

Prince Edward Island 11 1.93 400 * 100

Nova Scotia 14 1.62 3,800 450

New Brunswick 13 1.42 2,600 300

Quebec 15 1.03 32,300 2,250

Ontario 14 0.82 43,600 2,650

Manitoba 14 1.50 3,750 400

Saskatchewan 17 1.79 4,900 550

Alberta 17 1.64 12,200 1,200

British Columbia 15 1.54 15,050 1,600

Notes: Asameasure of sampling error:

* indicates a coefficient of variation (CV) between 16.6% and 25%
National numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand and provincial numbers and standard errors have been rounded to the nearest fifty.
(s.e.) isthe standard error.

Table 3.2
Postsecondary leaver rates for youth aged 20 to 22, by family characteristics as of December 2001

PSE leaver rates as of December 2001

% (s.e.) Number (s.e.)
Family structure
Two biological parents 13 0.52 82,000 3,450
Other contexts 20 1.11 39,000 2,450
Highest education level of parents
Less than high school 18 1.86 12,000 1,300
High school diploma 19 1.11 35,000 2,300
Some postsecondary education 15 1.53 9,000 1,050
Postseconday certificate/diploma 12 0.59 59,000 3,000
Parents’ opinion on the importance of pursuing
education after high school
Important 14 0.49 109,000 3,950
Not important 21 2.04 11,000 1,160

Notes:
Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand. Standard errors have been rounded to the nearest fifty.
(s.e.) isthe standard error.
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Table 3.3

Postsecondary status of youth aged 20 to 22 years old by high school engagement measures as of
December 2001

PSE leavers as of PSE continuers/graduates
December 2001 as of December 2001

All 121,000 4,150 706,000 6,500

High school engagement indicators % (s.e.) % (s.e.)

General engagement
Not very engaged 13 1.03 9 0.47
Engaged 74 1.47 71 0.66
Very engaged 14 1.19 20 0.56
Total 100 100

Academic engagement
Not very engaged 15 1.33 9 0.48
Engaged 73 1.57 72 0.65
Very engaged 12 1.04 19 0.54
Total 100 100

Social engagement
Not very engaged 13 0.98 10 0.44
Engaged 70 1.62 70 0.68
Very engaged 18 1.47 20 0.60
Total 100 100

How many hours each week did you spend on

homework outside class, during free periods

and at home
% 3 hours or less 43 1.73 33 0.64
% more than 3 hours 57 1.73 67 0.64
Total 100 100

Note:

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand and standard errors have been rounded to the nearest fifty.
(s.e.) isthe standard error.

Table 3.4
Postsecondary status of youth aged 20 to 22 years old by academic performance as of December 2001

PSE leavers as of PSE continuers/graduates
December 2001 as of December 2001
All 121,000 4,150 706,000 6,500
Academic performance % (s.e) % (s.e)
Overall grade average in high school
80% to 100% 28 1.65 50 0.76
70% to 79% 53 1.78 39 0.76
60% to 69% 17 1.28 10 0.48
Less than 60% 1> 0.34 1 0.12
Total 100 100
Overall grade average in postsecondary
80% to 100% 18 1.67 37 0.88
70% to 79% 40 2.01 43 0.89
60% to 69% 30 1.75 15 0.62
Less than 60% 12 1.46 4 0.41
Total 100 100

Notes: Asameasure of sampling error:

** indicates a coefficient of variation (CV) greater than 25% and less or equal to 33.3%
Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand. Standard errors have been rounded to the nearest fifty.
(s.e.) isthe standard error.
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Table 3.5
Self-reported barriers to postsecondary education by postsecondary status as of December 2001

PSE leavers as of PSE continuers/graduates
Barriers to postsecondary education December 2001 as of December 2001
All 121,000 4,150 706,000 6,500

% (s.e.) % (s.e.)
Reported facing barriers to “going as far in school as
would like to go” 50 1.82 42 0.71
Financial situation (need to work/costs too much) 34 1.56 29 0.70
Not able to get into program/marks too low/not accepted 5 0.67 5 0.34
Not enough interest/motivation 7 0.93 4 0.33
Want to stay close to home F 0.63 0* 0.11
Take too long 3 0.56 3 027
Want to work 2% 0.43 2 0.18
Caring for own children F 0.66 1* 0.14
Own health F 0.17 0* 0.10
Not sure what want to do 2 0.60 1* 0.19
Others 5 0.83 3 0.26

Notes: Asameasure of sampling error:

* indicates a coefficient of variation (CV) between 16.6% and 25%

F  too unreliable to be published
Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand. Standard errors have been rounded to the nearest fifty.
(s.e.) isthe standard error.

Catalogue no. 81-595-MIE2004026




Who pursues postsecondary education, who leaves and why: Results from the Youth in Transition Survey

Table 3.6

Attitudes, sense of belonging in first year of postsecondary education by postsecondary status
of youth aged 20 to 22 as of December 2001

PSE leavers as of PSE continuers/graduates
December 2001 as of December 2001
All 121,000 4,150 706,000 6,500
Attitude and sense of belonging during
First-year of postsecondary education % (s.e.) % (s.e.)
| participated in a program or workshop to help me adjust
to first-year PSE 15 1.23 16 0.53
| had trouble keeping up with the workload most or all
of the time 20 1.40 13 0.54
| never or rarely miss deadlines 71 1.61 86 0.53
| never or rarely could relate what was being taught to
my future 32 1.72 24 0.67
| felt like just a number most or all of the time 34 1.77 25 0.66
| skipped class once a week or more 75 1.59 71 0.68
| never thought about dropping out 50 1.69 77 0.64
| felt that | had the skills and abilities to do well
(Agree/strongly agree) 82 1.41 92 0.45
There were people at school | could talk to about
personal things (Agree/strongly agree) 72 1.55 82 0.59
| felt | had found the right program for me
(Agree/strongly agree) 53 1.86 78 0.69
First year helped me get a better idea of my future plans
(agree/strongly agree) 73 1.61 83 0.60
First year gave me skills that wouls help me in the job
market (Agree/strongly agree) 59 1.81 73 0.68
During first year, | was sure of the type of work | would
like to have in the future (Agree/strongly agree) 51 1.79 63 0.74
During first year, | became friends with other students
at school (Agree/strongly agree) 84 1.36 92 0.43
During first year, when | didn’t understand something,
| rarely or never ask the instructors to explain it 22 1.48 21 0.65

Note:  Numbers have been rounded to the nearest thousand and standard errors have been rounded to the nearest fifty.
(s.e.) isthe standard error.
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Table 3.7

Main reason given by postsecondary leavers for leaving postsecondary education as of December 2001

Total number of leavers 121,000 4,150
Reasons for leaving PSE % (s.e.)
Not enough money 11 1.07
Wanted to work 7 0.84
Grades too low 6 0.80
Didn’t like the program/not for me 32 1.72
To change school or program 9 1.06
Only missing a few credits, not worth continuing 2% 0.49
Wanted a break 4 0.55
To travel 2" 0.34
Pregnant/caring for own child 1 0.33
Own health 3* 0.69
Other 24 1.47
All 100
Notes: Asameasure of sampling error:
* indicates a coefficient of variation (CV) between 16.6% and 25%
** indicates a CV greater than 25% and less or equal to 33.3%
Total has been rounded to the nearest thousand. Standard error has been rounded to the nearest fifty.
(s.e.) isthe standard error.

Table 3.8
Return rates by reason for having left studies as of December 1999 given by leavers who had
returned to their studies within two years

PSE continuers /graduates in December 2001
Reasons given for leaving postsecondary education
in December 1999 Y% (s.e) Total (s.e)
Not enough money 32* 6.46 2,150 ** 550
Wanted to work 28" 6.14 1,600 * 350
Grades too low 29* 6.04 1,400 * 300
Didn’t like the program/not for me 36 4.34 9,900 1,550
To change school or program 47 7.39 2,150* 450
Only missing a few credits, not worth continuing F F
Wanted a break 38** 11.77 F
To travel 68~ 15.22 F
Pregnant/caring for own child F F
Own health F F
Other 35 5.38 3,450" 700

Notes: Asameasure of sampling error:

*  indicates a coefficient of variation (CV) between 16.6% and 25%
** indicates a CV greater than 25% and less or equal to 33.3%

F  too unreliable to be published.

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest fifty.

(s.e) isthe standard error.
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