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Research in the Early Stages

What are the long-term benefits
of integrating information and
communications technology
(ICT) in teaching and learning
for K-12 schools? Although
standalone computers have been
used in many classrooms for over
10 years, networked technology is
relatively new for schools. But
research in the early stages helps
to assess some of the promise, the
possibilities and conditions for
success. Generally speaking, in
research reports prepared for
SchoolNet and in studies con-
ducted by the TeleLearning
Network of Centres of Excellence
research teams, there are two
important overall findings. First,
in situations where appropriate
support conditions are provided
for teachers, increases in student
learning are found. Also, inte-
grating ICT in classrooms is
enabling teachers to shift their
pedagogical approach towards a
balance between teacher-centered
instruction and learner-centered,
collaborative problem solving and
in critical thinking.

Interactive computer-based learning resources:

Linking in networked communities:

On-line collaboration:

On-line information access:
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cquisition of computer and networking skills
Availability of a larger range of courses through
istributed learning
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CONDITIONS FOR SUCCESS
Networked computers are useful wi
the social interaction between teacher
begin in the classroom. Networked compu
likely to be effective in classrooms where students:
[1 learn prerequisite information skills R 4
L] have access to extended sources of informati 1
[] engage in activities in a real context 0\
[] design and produce their own representations of
knowledge
L] get involved in intra- and inter-classroom talk
[J get more individual attention (face-to-face or
on-line)
[] develop project management,
skills

[ create learning artefacts (text, picture, video, audio,
web site, etc.)

[J have equal access regardless of gender, Mes or
learning styles
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