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20 May 2005

Mr. Michael Hennessy

President

Canadian Cable Telecommunications Association (CCTA)
360 Albert Street Suite 1010

Ottawa, Ontario

K1R 7X7

Facsimile (613) 232-2137

Re: Change from Discovery Wings to The Military Channel
Dear Mr. Hennessy:

In Call for comments on proposals by sponsors for the addition of non-
Canadian satellite services to a digital list of eligible satellite services,
Public Notice CRTC 2001-33, 2 March 2001, the Commission issued a
public notice that included a request by the CCTA to add a non-Canadian
service called Discovery Wings to the lists of eligible satellite services for
digital distribution (the digital lists). In that public notice, the service was
described in the following manner:

A 24-hour programming service in the English language devoted
cxclusively to aviation and space enthusiasts and provides
information on the past, present and future of air travel. It explores
everything from airplanes, helicopters and gliders to rockets.

In Revised lists of eligible satellite services, Public Notice CRTC 2001-82,
13 July 2001, Discovery Wings was added to the digital lists.

According to various press reports*, on 10 January 2005, Discovery
Wings was “relaunched” as The Military Channel. The service is
described in these reports as “focusing on all aspects of the armed forces,

- military strategies, and personnel throughout the ages including personal

stories of servicemen and women and in-depth explorations of military
technology, aviation and history.”

A review by Commission staff of BDU channel line-ups reveals that,
following this transition, BDUs that used to carry Discovery Wings began
to carry The Military Channel. The Commission makes no reference to
The Military Channel on its lists of cligible satellite services.

The Commission’s policy, as affirmed in Revised Lists of Eligible Satellite
Services, Public Notice CRTC 1997-96, 22 July 1997 (Public Notice
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1997-96), 1s to consider the removal of a non-Canadian service from the
lists if the service undergoes a change in format so as to become
competitive with a Canadian pay or specialty service.

In Distribution of Spike TV by broadcasting distribution undertakings,
Public Notice CRTC 2005-9, 27 January 2005, the Commission made the
following statement:

Only non-Canadian services approved for distribution by the
Commission may be distributed by BDUs. Where a service
undergoes such fundamental changes as occurred in this case, so
that it is no longer the same service as was approved for
distribution by the Commission, the distribution of that service
similarly requires the approval of the Commission.

In light of the above, please provide the following:

L.

The CCTA’s view, with supporting rationale, as to whether the
authorization on the digital lists to distribute Discovery Wings
extends to The Military Channel.

In the past, where a service has changed in name only, BDUs have
filed a request with the Commission to have the name on the list
changed. In such cases, BDUs have provided the Commission
with supporting information substantiating that only a name
change has taken place (e.g., Bell ExpressVu submitted
information when the service Muzzik changed its name to Mezzo).

If the CCTA considers the transition from Discovery Wings to The
Military Channel to be a change in name only, please file a request
to change the name on the digital lists from Discovery Wings to
the Military Channel, with supporting information to substantiate
that only a name change has occurred.

Alternatively, if the CCTA is of the view that the service’s format
has changed and those changes are fundamental, does the CCTA
intend to sponsor the addition of The Military Channel to the
digital lists and to satisfy the information requirements outlined in
Public Notice 2000-173? If so, please include the required
mnformation in your response to this request.

If, in the CCTA’s view, the format of the service has changed, but
those changes are not fundamental, please provide the CCTA’s
position as to whether or not The Military Channel would be
totally or partially competitive with any authorized Canadian pay
or specialty service(s) including Category 1 and Category 2




totally or partially competitive with any authorized Canadian pay
or specialty service(s) including Category 1 and Category 2
services. Please provide supporting evidence and rationale for this
position.

Pleasc provide the information requested to the Commission no later than
2 June 2005.

Sincerely,

Marc O™Sullivan
Execcutive Director
Broadcasting

* Associated Press, 12 January 2005; Hollywood Reporter,
1 December 2004
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May 31, 2005

Marc O’Sullivan

Executive Director

Broadcasting

Canadian Radio-television and
Telecommunications Commission

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A ON2

Dear Mr. O’Sullivan
Re: Change from Discovery Wings to The Military Channel

The Canadian Cable Telecommunications Association (CCTA) is in receipt of a letter dated 20
May 2005, in which the Commission requests the CCTA’s views regarding the relaunch of
Discovery Wings as The Military Channel.

CCTA considers that the transition from Discovery Wings to The Military Channel is a change
in name only. Accordingly, CCTA requests that the Commission change the list to reflect the
new name of the service.

In Revised lists of eligible satellite services, Broadcasting Public Notice CRTC 2003-43, the
Commission approved a name change for a service on the list (“Mezzo”) on receipt of supporting
documentation from Bell ExpressVu. Consistent with that decision, CCTA attaches a letter from
Discovery Communications, along with programming schedulcs before and after the name
change. This supporting information substantiates CCTA’s position that only a name change has
occurred,

As Discovery Communications notes in its letter, Discovery Wings had a strong military focus
with additional non-military aviation and space programming. A comparison of the programming
schedules confirms that the same broad genre of programming continues to dominate The
Military Channel’s schedule. In fact, most of the specific programs that were aired on Discovery




CCTA s letter

Discovery Wings/Military Channel
May 31, 2005

Page 2 of 2

Wings continue o be central to the programming schedule on The Military Channel. Discovery
Communications further confirms that the rebranded Military Channel will continuc to provide
aviation and space programming. For these reasons, CCTA submits that the Commission’s
authorization to distribute Discovery Wings extends to The Military Channel.

Consistent with the Commission’s approach in the past where a service has changed in name
only, CCTA requests that the Commission change the name on the digital lists from Discovery
Wings to The Military Channel.

Sincerely,

W echoe %WWM%

Michael Hennessy
President

Attachment




Qne Discovery Place Jeffrey G. Cross
Silver Spring, MD 20910 Vice President

' US Legal
BRALINAUHIPANITN | Jeffrey._Cross @discovery.com o
T:240.662.3817

F: 240.662.1492 May 27, 2005

Mr. Michael Hennessy

President, Canadian Cable Telecommunications Association
360 Albert Street Suite 1010

Ottawa, Ontario

KIR 7X7

Dear Mr. Hennessy,

Thank you for forwarding a copy of the May 20, 2005 letter from the Canadian Radio-
television and Telecommunications Commission (the “CRTC”) regarding the recent renaming of
the programming service known as Discovery Wings Channel (“Wings”) to Military Channel
(“Military”). Discovery greatly values our partnership with Canadian distributors and our
opportunity to provide Canadian subscribers with quality programming from the Discovery
family of channels. We take the CRTC’s requirements very seriously, and thus, in order to assist
you in your response to the CRTC’s inquiry, I wanted to confirm to you that the rebranding of
Wings to Military does not represent a fundamental change to the service approved by the CRTC.
To the contrary, Wings historically has had a military focus, and the rebranded Military service
will continue to provide aviation and space programming consistent with that theme.

Since the inception of Wings, Discovery has programmed the service with a strong
military theme, as shown on the attached program schedule dated April 9, 1999. This theme has
proven very popular with our viewers and distributors, and thus late last year Discovery elected to
broaden the military themed programming presented on the channel to include all aspects of
warfare, both in the air, on the ground, and on and under the sca. Discovery renamed the service
with the Military brand in order to highlight this theme and refocus the marketing of the service
to better serve consumers and distributors. Nonetheless, because of the impact of aviation and
space technology on the modern battleficld, the programming of the service remains
fundamentally the same as in 1999. Indeed, aviation related programming continues to dominate
the Military schedule, as may be seen on the attached program schedules from the weeks of
December 20, 2004 (prior to the name change), January 24, 2005 (immediately following the
name change), and May 23, 2005 (the most recent available schedule). In the future, Military will
continue to contain programming devoted to aviation and space enthusiasts, and the military
focus of the programming is not fundamentally different from the focus of the service in prior
years.

Accordingly, Discovery believes that the change from Wings to Military is not a
fundamental change from the format approved by the CRTC. Please feel free to contact me at
240-662-3817 if you have any questions about Military.

Best Regar

Jeffrey G. Cross

Attachments

cc: Bill Goodwyn
John Risinger
Eric Phillips
David Karp

Discovery Channel » TLC » Animal Planet = Travel Channel Discovery Health Channel » BBC America » Discovery Wings * Discovery Home & Leisure »
Discovery.com « Discovery HD Theater = Discovery Kids « The Science Channel « Discovery Times Channel » People + Arts » Discovery Civilisation Charnel
* Discavery Travel & Adventure Channel = Discovery Cansumer Praducts = Discovery Channel Store » Discovery Channel School = Discovery iMedia »
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Discovery Wings Cha'nnei

4 - Monday 12/20 Tuesday 12/21 . Wednesday 12/22 Thursday 12/23 Friday 12/24 Saturday 1225 = Sunday 12/26
8:00P | 73747008 BF4788 . 73749-005 BF4788 73747-001 BF4788 76694-006 BF4782 79053008 BFA788 78262008 BF4790 758p3-005 BF4788
Wings Over The Wordd: | Wings Over The World: Wings Over ThoWorld: | Wings Over Ths Wodd: Wings Over ThnWmld [Tech: Speeders In the Sky: [Milikary Aviation: Alrgrat
Frontiers of Flight: Golden Aviatcn’l Tha: X-Man [G] Frontiers of Flight: Lighter Than Alr; To the tntold Siorles; Project Inledndn (1938-1949) [PQ] {Stodes: Amarican Naval
. Aga Frontiens [G] - Powered Flight [0 Fdga of Spaca [PG) Pluto (@] Alrcraft [PG)
;
:30P B . : - S o 76919017 BF4791
6 . ! . " {Tech: Taking Flight: Dawn
of the Throtor [G]
7:00P | 87136-002 BF4001 . 74579—000 BF4788 75203008 BF4798 7987I4-004 BF4788 75203-012 BF4001 75863-018 BF4TE6 75204-013 BF4788
Wings at War: History of  |Wings at War: Wings Qver | Wings at War: Wings of - Wings at War; Plane Winga at War Wings of  [Tach: Understanding: lelllury Aviation: Strange
Choppars: Power and the Pacific (5] e Luftwaffe: Ma 262 [PG] | Simgle: Tha A-{0 Warthog {the Liftwaffe: Me 321: Space Travel [G] Planas; World's Strangut
Speed [G] . ) . : [FE] _ [Clgant(Pg] - . ) Hanos, The[G)
. . ",
7:30P
- Lo
A} H
8:00P [a7481-001 BF4792  * [24883-001 Brsoza 75204-008 BF4809 109550-000 Br4800 87105007 BFd762 . .- 1054324125 Bra7E2 73746-003 BFAYTES
Profiles: Legends of Wings at Work: Wing Nuts: Strategy: Wings of the Showcasa: Oshkosh 2004: | Reality: Aj rport (season B): Asrospace; Naval Alr [Military Aviation: Wings
Alrpower: Chirck Yeager 1A Wing and a Prayer Luftwaffe; Ju 52 [PG] ) Tha Next 100 Years [G) Kylle & Tom [3] SUPMI ] Over the Guif: Final |
G} . o i . ) ) Asyault, The [G} -
8:30P | 87481-003 BF4703 1 - . ' 87105-008 BF4763 106432-020 BFA792
Profiles: Legends of . Reality: Alpor { 8): [Tech: A P
Alrpawer: Bllly Mitchell [G] o Mana and Shaker [G] Fropulsion [G]
o 750 . . I : - .
£:00P { 76807-013 BF- . 24883-003 BFEO33 53264000 BF4509 105323-000 BF4808 * 87105-015 BF4TS2 74562-004 BF4788 19335-000
wp. Profiles: Birds of Wings at Work Wlng Muts: | Strategy: Pearl Harbor In | Showease; Dayion Air Reality: Alrport (season 6): |Tech: Futme Wlngs Mega |Miitary Aviawon Swnt
) Eaeamer Tuskegee Alrmen {Let It B-25 Color [PG (V)] Show, The: Thunder in tha [Rieve, Owen & Marla [G] . lets 6] - Satellite [G]
] Sky (@]
B:30P ) i : 1. - |erteso118Fares
. . ' . ‘| Reafity: Alport (season 8);
! A Stvart & the Megals [a]
10:00p | s0878.001 BF4788 24883-005 BFG033 74576000 BF4788 108206000 BF4800 °  |87105.005 Bra792 74502:005BF4788 - |104478.005BF47e2 -
Frofiles: Profiles of Fiight:  [Wings at Work: Wing Nuts; Strategy: Whispedng  ~ |Sh Oshkosh 2003: |Reallty: Alrport (seascn 8): [Téch: Future Wings: Space {Milltary Aviation; John
Curtiss [PG] ggg:r. Can You8parea fDesth [G] Caﬁtennlal_Edlﬂon el ATC Cncrputar Fallure [G] [Planes [G]. Nichol Flies: Mig 1G]
t
10:30P _ ' 1 ' : ' gr105:013 BF4793 © " |104478-008 BFaves
i N Reality: Aiport (season 6); . Military Aviation: John
. Axel, John&Mﬂﬂa @) [Nichol Elles: F18 -
SuperHomet [G]
11:00P 87481.-001 BF4792 ' | 24883001 BF 5033 ?5203-606 BF43803 100560-000 BF4B0s 87105-007 BF4792 105432-025 BF 4792 73748-003 BF4788
Profiles: Legends of Wings al Work: Wing Nuta: Strategy: Wings of the Showgase: Osfikosh 2004: |Real lity: Airport (season €): Jech: Asraspace; Naval Alr Milllary Aviation: Wings-
Alrpower: Chuck Yeager  |A Wing and a Prayer Luitwaffe: Ju 52 (PG]- Tha Next 100 Years [G) Kylie & Tom [G] Suppor! (¢)] Over the Gulf: Firal
19 - . . Assault, The [G].
11:30P |87481-003 84703 : ' 87105-008 AF4793 105432-026 BF4793
Profiles: Legends of : Reality: Alrport (season 6): {Tech: Aercspace;
. Alrpowar: Billy Mitchell [G] ) . |Maria and Shakor [_G] Propulsion [C] -

.
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8.00P

@:30P

7:00P

'7:30P

8.00P

8:30P

2:00P

. .

j0:00P

10:30P

11:00P

11:30P

-Mondav 1/24 Tuesday 1/25 Wednesday 1/26 Thursday 1/27 - Friday 1/28 Sunday 1/30
106650-000 BF: . NBTBFOOG BF4789 73749003 BF4TA8 105600-000 BF 400D BOB76-001 BF4TE8 107687004 BFE038 B85358-000 BFAS09
Wingspan: Dshkmh 2004: {Wingsgn: Profifes of Wingspan: Aviators, The:  [Wingspan: History Takes Wingspan: Profles of ; Battleplan: Military Showtase;
The Next 100 Years [G] | Fiight: Tupelov [PG] s [G] Flight{q] - Flight; Curtiss [PQ] it from the Soa (PG) mbrrm[r:al Lifeon &
78918-00% BF4809 85323-002 BF4809 85426-008 BF4809 - 23145000 BF4809 « 75203002 BF4809 107307-000 BF4609 21032-000 BF4808
Wings Over The Woild:  |Winga Over The World: Wings Qver The Werld: | Wings Gver The World: Wings Over The Wordd:  {Profiles: Virgin Soidlers [14 ilwllh:y Showcasa:
Wings of France: Bayond the Wiid Blug: - Clash of Wings: Retum to JAmesican Commondos; Winga of lhe Luﬂwaﬂe Me [(LV)] Submarine Dieasters -
Cardvelle [PG] Korea, SAC and the ICBMs {tha Pacific [G) “JAltboma [PE) e {pG] " Daep Bucrels [G]
(¢) . ., .
. H
1]
874681-003 BF4792 107887-004 BFEQSB FA5TA-000 BF47E8 BF4800 106990-001 BF4é09 .| 57024-003 BFM 33608-001 BF: '
Profies; Legends of Strategy: Batiteplan Wings at War: Steel Rein | Milttary Showcaze: Technology: Top Tens:  JAimower; Wings Over Special Foroas: Sp Spedal
Alrpower; Bilty Mitchelt [3] | Assault from the Sea e |e) . : Submarines: e on Top Ten Fighters [PG]  Vietnanr: Ralling Thunder  |Forces: Untold Stordes:
S N Boomer [PG] ooy - Groen Berats [PG (V)]
87481-004 BF4793
Profiies;: Legends of
Alrpower: "Duke”
Cunningham [G)
76607-002 BF4788 107683-003 BF4792 86498-000 OF4809: - 2163&000 BF4&89 Y- 14799-06:3 BF: 792.‘ 74565-000 BF1780 22808-000 BF4808. . P A
Profiles; Birds of a Strategy: World War It Wings al War: Raln of Milltary Showease: " [ Technology: F?ems of {Aimower: Landing Zone ln Special Forces: Combat
Feather: Mighty 8th, The * |Battlefront: Mount Hot Rock ) fuin [G} Subrrarine Disasters - . JArmor: Debacle, The [PG]  [Mistnam [G] |Eiite, The IPG]
[G] . P&} Deep Seqets [G] .
107683002 BF4TH 14788-004 BF4793
Strategy: Wordd War 1t Technology: Fleids of
Batllefroni: Pead Harbor Armor Gentleman's War.
IPE] C The[PG) -
107307-000 BF480 109255020 BF4792 74580-000 BF4809 50239-004 BFMWD 1 09255-015 BF5041 745!64300 BF4788 h 32477-000 BF4788
Profiles: Virgin Soldlers 114 | Strategy: Firepowar (New | Wings at War; Flying Military §h Alrpower: Whispering 4 Forces: Marine -
[(5%)] 2004 Eplsudas) Royal Alr {Coffing [G) Machinas 3 Nuclear (Naw2004 Eplsodes) Death [G) Eaming tha Tile [PG]
Force [PG} Submarines [FG] * |8pedial Ops Wing [PG]
109285015 BFA7ES ) ipszseoz0 gre7es
Strategy: Firapowar (New Technology: F
2004 Episodas): Spedial {New 2004 Eplaodes):
Ops Wing [PG] Royal Alr Foree [PG]
7481-003 BF4792 107687-004 BFSOS& 74574-000 BF47BB 65358.000 5?4809 1089@&001 BF4809 37624-003 HF4800 53808-001 BF4600
Profiles: Lagends of Stralegy: Batteplan: wmus at War: Slael Rain W" tary Showcase: Technology: Top Tens:  fAlrpowen: Wings Over Speclal Forces: Speciat
Alpuower: Bllly Mitchell {G] JAssault from the Sea PG] |lGH Lfeona Top Ten Fighters [PG] Vietnam; Rolllng Thunder  |Forces: Untold Stores:
" ' . Boomer [PG] . [FG (%] Graen Berels [PG (V)]
87481-004 BF4793 ”
Profites: Legends of
" | Alrpower: "Cluka™
Cunningham [G]

Military Channet

) Saturdav 1/29
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6:ObP

6:30P

7:00P

7:30P

8:00P

8:30F

9:00P

9:30P

10:00P

10:30P

Monday 5/23

Tuesday 5/24

Military Channel

Wednesday 5/25

Thursday 5/26

Friday 5/27

Saturday 5/28

Sunday 5/29

73749.001.05.052 BF5037

73747.006.06.052 BF5037

87196.002.01.052 BF5038

75694,006.07,052 BFS037

80876.003.01.052 BF5037

107667.010.01.052

108440,000.01.052

BFS038 BF5038
Wingspan: Avialors, The: | Wingspan: Frontiers of Wingspan: History of Wingspan: Lighter Than Wingspan: Profiles of Strategy: Baltieplan; Mililary Showcase: Task
Aces High [G] Flight: Air Transpon For All| Choppers: Fower and Air: Ta lha Edge of Space  |Flight: Tupelov [PG) Control of the Air [PG] . |Force Red Dog [PG)
{e]] Spead [G] PG]

73746.002.04.052 BF3037 | 75693.016,03.052 BFS038 | 67024.001.05,052 BF5038 | 75627.010.05.052 BE5038 76953.005.03.052 BF5037 | 108146.004.01.052 107:307.000.02.052

. BFS038 . BF5038
Wings Over The World: | Wings Over The World: Wings OQver The World: | Wings Over The World: | Wings Over The World: Profiles: Batilefield Diaries: [Military Showcase: Virgin
Wings Over the Gulf; In Alrcratt Stories: Germany's | Wings Over Vietnam; Wings of the Red Star: Untold Stories: Project Ambush In lraq [14 (V)] Soldiers {14 (LV)]
Harm's Way [G] Aircraft [PG] FACs, The [PG (V) Soviel Rotors [PG] Plyto [G] '
B7481.027.01.052 BF5041 | 107687.010,01.052 74560.000.08.062 BF5038 | 23142.000.08.052 BFS038 |24466.000.09.052 BFS038 | 75693.017.03.052 BF5038 |22808.000.05.052 BF5038

Profiles: Legends of

BF5038
Strategy: Baltieptan:

Wings at War: Flylng

Military Showcage: 82nd

Technology: Destroyer:
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Network Mission:

Offer a broad focus on
all aspects of the
military with a wide
array of programming
about its people,
strategy, tcchnology and
history.

How to Get It:

The Military Channel

will be available

nationwide on digital

cable and satellite.

Contact your cable or

satellite provider to get

it!

Discovery Wings Channel becomes the Military Channel on January
10!

s
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Bringing viewers compelling, real-world stories of heroism, military
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strategy, technological breakthroughs and turning points in history,
Discovery Communications, Inc, will transition its Discovery Wings
Channel to the Military Channel on Monday; Jan. 10, 2005.

While the Discovery Wings Channel focused exclusively on aviation,
the Military Channel will feature a dramatically broadened
programming mission, as well as an all-new, on-air look. The network's
revamped lineup of series and specials is designed to take viewers
"behind the lines" to tell the personal stories of servicemen and women
and offer in-depth explorations of military technology, battlefield
strategy, aviation and history. The Military Channel will also provide
access to military personnel and hardware, allowing viewers to
experience and understand a world full of human drama, courage,
innovation and long-held traditions.

"The Military Channel will represent the highest quality programming
across a broad spectrum of military related genres that we believe
consumers have a kecn interest in learning more about," said Judith A.
McHale, President and CEO of Discovery Communications. "In an
increasingly fragmented marketplace, the Military Channel will
broaden Discovery Communications' offerings and further differentiate
% our portfolio of emerging networks."

"We're very proud to introducc the Military Channel, a network that
will apply the Discovery standards of quality, depth and storytelling to
a topic of fascination and relevance in our world," said Billy Campbell,
President of Discovery Networks U.S. "By covering all aspects of the
military and the people who define it, we will extend the Discovery

' brand, create a service that appeals to our existing viewers, and attract
new viewers and sponsors.”

* "Our viewers have a deep interest in military topics and people,” said
% David Karp, Senior Vice President and General Manager of the
channel. "Our mission is to tap into this passion by providing a high-
quality lens that details contemporary and historical events, explores its
human elements and highlights the strategic and technological
advances that define the world of the armed forces."

From Iraq and Afghanistan to historic battlefields, wartime heroes and
peacetime innovators to state-of-the-art technology and the key
strategies that have shaped military tactics, the network's programming
will cover a wide range of topics. Programming will come from
sources all over the world, including Discovery Wings.

In addition to its programming efforts, the Military Channel has entered
into a number of partnerships with military-related charitable,
educational and marketing organizations. It is a World Partner of the
USO, the nation's pre-eminent nonprofit organization serving the needs
of 30-million active-duty personnel, reservists and veterans through a
relationship that entails marketing, educational and programming
components. The network is also working with the National D-Day
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Museum and the Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation for
educational campaigns, public services announcements, membership
outreach and programming. In addition, the network is working with
Military.com to reach the worldwide U.S. military and veteran
communities.

Military Channel programming will begin airing in North America on
Monday, Jan. 10, 2005. Its first night of primetime programming will
be highlighted by the world television premiere of Task Force Red Dog
and the two-hour special Delta Company.
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