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January 21, 2008

The Honorable Colin L. Powal}
Secretacy of Sate

Unlrted Seates Deparoment of Sete
2201 C Srreer, N.W.

Warhingwn, .C. 20520

Dear Secsetary Powell:

I am writing on behalf of the cight membee stares of the Greac Lakes Commizsion (Minois,
Lodinns, Michigan, Minnesots, New York, Ohio, Peagsylvania, Wisconcin) to reltegate our
longatanding concern over proposals m consetuct a Devil's Lala ouder in North Dakots, We
uIEe you 10 tefer this matwer to the Intemetional Joine Commlssion 1o cosure a credible and
objective arsessrnent of eavitonmenral impacts associated with this propoesed manshoundary
water divession.

This is a highly contraversixl proposal. Alffected sraces, as well 4s the peovinse of Manicobs
ang the {ederal govecnment of Canada, have ralsad n aueber of concenss thar relane 1o
prospective water poliution and invaasive species problamp, We azc also concemed thae the
process to dae has not reypecied rhe authority of the International Boundary Waters Treary of
1909 20d, consequendy, has theeatened to compmmise U.S.- Canada relatdons on a macrer of
freat interest to both nations

The Groat Lakes sretes, in parmcrship with the Canadian provinces of Opmrio and Queber,
axe working diligenty to implement Annex 2001 of the Great Lakas Charter; o muln-
juriedictionnl agreement that rccognizes the binational pature of the resource and establishes
research, convultadon and approvel processes desipnied to safeguard the integrity and
suetainable wse of our shared warers. We belicve that an undersuading of the envitanmenes!
and cconamic implicaons of ey such eransboundaty diversion proposal le cesential, and
shoald be conducicd in 2 thorough aad objective manner by a credible prrty

We urge you to prompry refee this mazer to the Inrerations! Joint Comrmission far such an
independent analyvis, and to ensuse thac consrruction acdvity b halted uoril such tme that the
analysis is completed. Such an action is not only sppropriste from an environmental znd
cconomic xandpoins, but is in the best interext of strengthening and meinméning positive
rdsrions with vur Canadian neighbars,

1 appreciate your consideration, and agein request yous prompr acrion in referring thic mateer
to the Internatons! Jomt Commission

Sincerely,
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Thamas E Hundey, D/~ 7
Chajs
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