
Municipal Governments and
Sustainable Communities: 

FCM–CH2M HILL
Susta inable  Communi ty  Awards

2005A Best Practices Guide



FCM–CH2M Hill Sustainable Community Awards ................5

Introduction ...........................................................................6

Letter from the President, FCM .............................................7

Letter from the President, CH2M HILL Canada ...................8

FCM–CH2M HILL Sustainable Community
Awards 2004 Winners

�Buildings

RIVIÈRE-DU-LOUP, QUEBEC
Rivière-du-Loup Premier Tech Centre..................................9

TOWN OF CANMORE, ALBERTA
Canmore Civic Centre........................................................11

GREATER VANCOUVER REGIONAL DISTRICT,
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Green Buildings Program ...................................................13

�Citizen Engagement 
TOWN OF CRAIK AND RURAL MUNICIPALITY 
OF CRAIK, SASKATCHEWAN

Craik Sustainable Living Project — The Eco-Centre ..........15

CITY OF SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN
Pleasant Hill Local Area Plan..............................................17

�Energy / Renewable Energy
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO

Energy and Environmental Management 
System (EEMS) ..................................................................21

CITY OF REVELSTOKE, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Revelstoke Community Energy Project...............................23

�Solid Waste
CITY OF HAMILTON, ONTARIO

Solid Waste Management Master Plan (SWMMP)..............25

OTTAWA VALLEY WASTE RECOVERY CENTRE
(OVWRC), ONTARIO

Ottawa Valley Waste Recovery Centre (OVWRC) ..............27

�Sustainable Community Planning
HALIFAX REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY (HRM), 
NOVA SCOTIA

Climate SMART ................................................................29

CITY OF EDMONTON, ALBERTA
CO2RE Residential Marketing Program..............................31

RESORT MUNICIPALITY OF WHISTLER, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Whistler 2020 — Moving Toward a Sustainable Future......33

�Sustainable Transportation 
GREATER VANCOUVER TRANSPORTATION 
AUTHORITY (TransLink), BRITISH COLUMBIA

U-Pass Program..................................................................35

�Water 
HALIFAX REGIONAL WATER COMMISSION (HRWC),
NOVA SCOTIA

Water Accountability — The New Way...............................37

2

Table  o f  Contents

Winners



FCM–CH2M HILL Sustainable Community
Awards 2004 Submissions

�Buildings
TOWN OF STRATFORD, PEI

Stratford Town Centre .......................................................39

CITY OF SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK
Municipal Energy Efficiency Program (MEEP) ..................39

CITY OF AIRDRIE, ALBERTA
Airdrie City Hall.................................................................39

CITY OF SPRUCE GROVE, ALBERTA
City of Spruce Grove City Hall Retrofit .............................39

CITY OF PORT COQUITLAM, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Hyde Creek Recreation Centre...........................................39

CITY OF VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Centre for Interactive Research 
on Sustainability (CIRS) .....................................................39

�Energy/Renewable Energy
CITY OF BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

Environmental Management Plan (EMP)...........................39

�Solid Waste
CITY OF BARRIE, ONTARIO

Barrie Spring Into Clean! ...................................................40

CITY OF BARRIE, ONTARIO
Fix it Up, Wear it Out, Make it Do, or Do Without!..........40

CITY OF PICKERING, ONTARIO
Dog Waste Diversion Program ...........................................40

CITY OF TORONTO, ONTARIO
Green Bin Program ............................................................40

TOWN OF NEEPAWA, MANITOBA 
Evergreen Environmental Technologies..............................40

CITY OF BURNABY, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Burnaby Environmental Centre of 
Excellence for Waste Reduction..........................................40

CITY OF CHILLIWACK, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Single Stream Recycling Curbside 
Collection Program ............................................................40

CITY OF PORT COQUITLAM, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Automated Solid Waste Collection Program.......................40

�Sustainable Community Planning
CITY OF BOISBRIAND, QUEBEC

Salix in Boisbriand ..............................................................41

CITY OF LAVAL, QUEBEC
Remediation Program for Snow Disposal Sites ...................41

CITY OF LONGUEUIL, QUEBEC
Municipal Assets and Maintenance Program (MAMP) .......41

QUEBEC CITY, QUEBEC
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emission Reduction Program ......41

CITY OF OTTAWA, ONTARIO
Ottawa 20/20 Growth Management Strategy ....................41

TOWN OF RICHMOND HILL, ONTARIO
Clean Air Initiatives Local Action Plan ...............................41 

CITY OF TORONTO, ONTARIO
ReActivate Toronto! ...........................................................42

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA, ONTARIO
Glenridge Quarry Naturalization Site .................................42

CITY OF REGINA, SASKATCHEWAN
Road to a Plan: The Development of Regina’s Community
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan ........................................42

CITY OF AIRDRIE, ALBERTA
Airdrie City Plan.................................................................42

CITY OF CALGARY, ALBERTA
The Seton Plan...................................................................42

CITY OF FORT SASKATCHEWAN, ALBERTA 
Fort Saskatchewan Urban Forest Project ............................42

CITY OF BURNABY, BRITISH COLUMBA
UniverCity Highlands Neighbourhood...............................42

CITY OF RICHMOND, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Richmond’s Energy Management System (EMS) ...............42

DISTRICT OF LAKE COUNTRY, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Mayor’s Task Force on Agriculture.....................................43

RESORT MUNICIPALITY OF WHISTLER, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Integrated Energy, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas
Management Plan (IEP).....................................................43

3



4

FCM–CH2M HILL Sustainable Community
Awards 2004 Submissions (continued)

�Sustainable Transportation
CITY OF MONCTON, NEW BRUNSWICK

Active Transportation Plan .................................................43

TOWN OF MARKHAM, ONTARIO
Transportation Demand Management ................................43

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO
Save-A-Life Road Safety Program.......................................43

�Water
CITY OF GUELPH, ONTARIO

WaterWISE Guelph ............................................................43

CITY OF HAMILTON, ONTARIO
Rennie Street and Brampton Street Landfill Sites Erosion
Control and Leachate Management....................................44

CITY OF THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO
Upgrade to Water Supply ...................................................44

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA, ONTARIO
Niagara Children’s Water Festival .......................................44

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF PEEL, ONTARIO
Peel Children’s Water Festival.............................................44

CITY OF CALGARY, ALBERTA
194th Avenue Roads Maintenance Depot ............................44

TOWN OF DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA
Solar Bee Pond Circulators for Wastewater 
Treatment Facility...............................................................44

TOWNSHIP OF LANGLEY, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Water Wise Public Education Program ...............................44

CITY OF WHITEHORSE, YUKON
Watershed Management Plan (WMP).................................44

Table  o f  Contents  (continued)



Across Canada, municipal governments are implementing inno-
vative projects that contribute to sustainable community devel-
opment. Truly sustainable projects take a holistic, integrated
approach where economic, social and environmental factors are
inextricably linked. These actions are celebrated each year with
the FCM-CH2M HILL Sustainable Community Awards.

Each year, case studies of all FCM-CH2M HILL Sustainable
Community Awards winners are published in this Awards Best
Practices Guide for distribution to municipal governments across

Canada. The Guide also includes summaries of all other submis-
sions received.

The Awards Best Practices Guide 2005 is available electroni-
cally through FCM's web site at: www.fcm.ca. For copies in
other formats, please send your request to awards@fcm.ca.

Cette publication est disponible en français sous le titre Prix des
collectivités viables FCM-CH2M HILL : Guide des pratiques
exemplaires 2004.
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FCM–CH2M HILL Sustainable
Community Awards Sponsors
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ (FCM’s) Green
Municipal Fund (GMF) and CH2M HILL Canada Ltd. are
the primary Awards sponsors. In addition, Transport Canada
sponsors the Sustainable Transportation category, and the
Affordability and Choice Today (ACT) program sponsors the
Residential Development category.

Title Sponsors
FCM’s Green Municipal Fund supports partnerships and
leveraging of both public and private sector funding to reach
higher standards of air, soil and water quality and to achieve
greenhouse gas emission targets under the Kyoto Protocol. 
The Government of Canada has endowed $550 million to FCM
to establish and manage the Green Municipal Fund (GMF).

The GMF’s broad range of financial products, resources,
expertise and capacity building programs are increasingly
becoming the first stop for municipal governments that want
to pursue environmental infrastructure initiatives. The Fund
can work as a stand-alone financing tool or can be combined
with other federal and provincial infrastructure programs and
private sector investment for even greater outcomes.

This dynamic combination makes the GMF a key player in
the Government of Canada’s commitments to protect
Canada’s environment.

GMF is housed within FCM’s Centre for Sustainable
Community Development (CSCD). CSCD helps municipal
governments implement sustainable decision-making and
planning processes and innovative projects. The Centre offers
financial assistance, manages programs to showcase new tech-
nologies and encourages best practices. Visit www.fcm.ca for
more information.

CH2M HILL, one of Canada’s largest full-service engineer-
ing firms, offers a wide range of design, engineering and envi-
ronmental services in water and wastewater, environmental
remediation, energy and industrial systems, telecommunica-
tions and transportation.

CH2M HILL is committed to the principles of sustainabil-
ity and is working, both within the organization and with
clients, to integrate the concept of sustainable development
into all projects and corporate activities.

CH2M HILL also supports the American James C.
Howland Awards for Municipal Enrichment, managed by the
National League of Cities, to recognize the contribution of
cities and towns towards improving environmental quality of
life. Profiles of winners are available at http://www.nlc.org.

Category Sponsors
The ACT program encourages housing affordability and
choice through regulatory reform. Introduced in 1990, ACT
is a partnership initiative involving FCM (as administrator),
the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (as funder),
the Canadian Home Builders’ Association and the Canadian
Housing and Renewal Association. For ideas on updating res-
idential bylaws, standards and building permit approvals to
improve housing affordability and choice, visit ACT’s Web
site at www.actprogram.com.

The Urban Transportation Showcase Program (UTSP) is
a Transport Canada initiative under the Government of
Canada’s Action Plan 2000 on Climate Change. The Pro-
gram aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through the
implementation of showcase demonstrations in communities
across Canada and through the dissemination of information.
For information on the program, visit the UTSP Web site at
www.tc.gc.ca/utsp.

Sponsorship
For more information about participating as a sponsor, 
contact the FCM Awards Office at:
FCM–CH2M HILL Sustainable Community Awards
c/o Federation of Canadian Municipalities
24 Clarence Street
Ottawa, ON K1N 5P3
E-mail: awards@fcm.ca
Tel: (613) 241-5221 Ext. 319
Fax: (613) 244-1515




