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INFORMATION PAPER ON
USAF ASSISTANCE TO NEXT OF KIN AND INJURED
IN THE
17 APRIL TARNAK FARMS BOMBING

The United States Air Force shall do all that is possible within limits of the Jaw and available
resources to agsist victims and witnesscs of misconduct. Jn all cascs, victims and witnesses shall
be trcated with digaity and respect.

1f the facts and circumstances of an incident warrant criminal action, victims and witnesses of
the offenses which an accused is alleged to have conmnitted, such as thosc physically injured as a
result of the offense or the next-of-kin of those who perish as a result of the offensc, shall have
the right to:

¢ Be notificd of court procecdings;

* DBe present at all public court proceedings related to the offense, unless the court
determines that testimony by the person would be materially affccied if the person heard
other lestimony at trial or if the judge determincd that the classification of the evidencc to
be discussed precluded the person’s presence in the court;

Confer with the attorney for the Governinent in the case;
Be consulted conceming a decision to dismiss charges or cnter into a pretrial
agreement/pleas negotiations; '

* Be provided information about any conviction, sentencing, imprisonment, and relcase of
the offendcr; and

* Be permitted to have the convening authority consider victim statements on the impuct of
crime.

United Stales federal, state, and non-govemmental agencies may be available (o victims (to
include next-of-kin) and witnesscs in dealing with the actions of an alleged perpetrator. While
these agencies generally limit the scope of their aid 1o instances of crime, which occur within the
Uniled States, many foreign governments have similar programs, which can aid victims of crime
such as the provincial crime victim assistance programs in Canada. United States Air Force
victim-witness assistance program coordinators will assist victims of crime in contactling such
agencies. Each agency has the right to determine the scope of assistance it may give.

Product of the Military Justice Division, Air Force Lcgal Services Agency, United States Air
Forcc, Bolling Air Force Base, Washington D.C
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