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PREFACE

This summary of the Canadian Arny's part in the United
Nations Operations in Korea, |1950-53, and its subsequent
activities there, is published for the information of the people
of Canada. It does not pretend to be a conplete or a final
account, but it is based upon official records and the conpilers
have been able to profit by the coments and suggestions of nmany
of ficers who served in Korea.

The Korean canpai gns were a great international undertaking
conducted by the navies, armes and air forces of many free
nations. In this little book it is out of the question to do
justice to the gallant fighting nmen of Canada's allies. Qur main
concern has had to be wwth the part played by the Canadi an Arny.

An attenpt has al so been nmade to outline the work of the Royal
Canadi an Navy and the Royal Canadian Air Force.

This brief history was originally published serially in five
quarterly nunbers of the Canadian Army Journal, beginning in
January 1955. It is nowreprinted, with sone additions and
corrections, in the present form It is largely the work of
Captain F. R MCuire, Princess Patricia' s Canadi an Light
Infantry, who served in Korea in |1952-3 as H storical Oficer
with the 25th Canadian Infantry Bri gade.

C. P. STACEY, Col onel,
Director Hi storical Section.
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PART 1
THE FIRST CANADIANS
IN KOREA

On 25 June 1950 the forces of the Conmuni st state of North
Korea | aunched a sudden invasion of South Korea. This aggression
led to intervention by international armed forces - the first
and, to date, the only United Nations "police action” in history.

The war which thus began turned out to be Canada's third
nost costly overseas conflict. In it Canadian soldiers served as
part of a Commonweal th arny formation and under a hi gher comrmand
which in the | ast analysis was not Canadian, not British and not
Arerican: it was a United Nations conmand.

Background of the Conflict

Korea i s a nountai nous peninsula about twice as |arge as
Newf oundl and, but with a popul ation nore than double that of the
whol e of Canada. At the end of the Second World War, as part of
a Russo- Anerican arrangenent for accepting the surrender of
Japanese forces in the country, it had been divided at the 38th
Parallel. The Governnent of the Republic of Korea (South Korea),
which in 1948 was established by popul ar vote under the auspices
of the United Nations, was recognized by the U N Ceneral
Assenbly as the only valid governnent in the country. The North
was a Sovi et-sponsored state known as the "Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea" and recogni zed only by the Communi st powers.

Both during and after the withdrawal of their occupation
troops, Russia and the United States trained and equi pped Korean
forces north and south of the 38th Parallel. At the tinme of the
i nvasi on of the Republic of Korea, the ROK arny consisted of
eight divisions arnmed only for border protection and internal
security - no match for the North Korean People's Arny, whose six
di vi sions were supported by tanks, artillery and aircraft.

Seoul, the South Korean capital, was dooned to fall before the
end of June.

On the second day of action (25 June, North American tine)
the U N Security Council net in special session at the request
of the United States. It passed a resolution demandi ng the
i mredi ate cessation of hostilities and the w thdrawal of the
North Koreans to the 38th Parallel, and calling upon all U N
countries to "render every assistance in the execution of this
resolution”. "In these circunstances”", the President of the
United States announced two days later, "I have ordered United
States air and sea forces to give Korean Governnent troops cover



and support”. Wthin a few hours of M. Truman's statenent the
Security Council again net, and recommended that "the Menbers of
the United Nations furnish such assistance to the Republic of
Korea as nay be necessary to repel the arnmed attack and to
restore international peace and security in the area.”

On 28 June the British Government announced that it was placing
its naval forces in Far Eastern waters at the disposal of the
United States, to operate on behalf of the United Nations.
Russi a, whose del egate had absented hinself fromthe Security
Council's neetings since January, denounced the resol utions
concerning Korea as illegal

On the 30th M. Truman made his second cruci al decision regarding
Anmerican participation in the Korean conflict: he authorized the
commtnent of his country's ground forces. Accordingly the 24th
Infantry Division of the Eighth United States Arny (then engaged
in the occupation of Japan) was sent to Korea by air and by sea.
Anerican troops first nmade contact with the eneny on 5 July,
sonme 30 mles south of the ROK capital. The NKPA was vastly
superior in fire-power as well as nunbers. The result was a
long, bitter and costly del aying action, of which no adequate
account can be given here.

In the first nonth of hostilities several other U N nenbers
provi ded or offered | and, sea and air forces. A third Security
Counci|l resolution, passed on 7 July, recommended that all such
forces be placed under a unified command, the comrander to be
designated by the United States. Seventeen days |ater the
"United Nations Command" was set up in Tokyo, with General of the
Arnmy Douglas MacArthur at its head. Thus, while the United
States continued to provide the | eadership and to shoul der the
lion's share of the burden of Korean operations, the enterprise
assuned a distinctly United Nations character.

Formation of the CASF

Anmong t hose countries which had of fered assi stance was
Canada. On 30 June three Canadi an destroyers were ordered to the
Western Pacific, where (as the Secretary of State for External
Affairs later explained to the House of Conmons) "they m ght be
of assistance to the United Nations in Korea". They were
formally offered to the U N on 12 July. Ei ght days |later No.
426 (Transport) Squadron RCAF was assigned to the U S. Mlitary
Air Transport Service operating between the United States and
Japan. Meanwhile the provision of Canadi an ground forces was
under consideration. Sone delay was unavoi dabl e; for unlike
Britain and the United States this country did not already have
forces in the Far East, nor were any Canadi an troops readily
avail able for foreign service. Furthernore, until the creation



of the U N. Conmmand, there had been no concrete arrangenent for
t he organi zation and enpl oynment of international forces in the
service of the United Nations. (Both the actual offer of naval
support and the provision of the air transport unit, it my be
not ed, cane after the Security Council resolution of 7 July.)

On 7 August 1950 M. St. Laurent announced the raising of an
infantry brigade, plus certain supporting arns and services, "to
be avail able for use in carrying out Canada's obligations under
the United Nations Charter or the North Atlantic Pact". This
conti ngent was naned the Canadi an Arny Speci al Force.

Enrolment in the CASF was voluntary, the term of service
bei ng 18 nonths or "such further period as may be required in
consequence of any action taken by Canada pursuant to an
i nternational agreenment or where the termof service expires
during an energency or within one year of the expiration
thereof". Recruiting, which began only two days after the Prine
M ni ster's announcenent, proceeded with great haste. The
machi nery being initially the sanme as that used for exam ning and
screeni ng applicants for regular service, many | egal and
admnistrative difficulties arose. Certain of these were
overcone by special |egislation, but nost were net by
i nprovising. That the inevitable confusion was kept within such
reasonabl e bounds reflects nost favourably on pl anning and
recruiting staffs alike.

By 26 August the nunmber of enlistnents had reached 8000. A
nunber of the officers, NCOs and specialists were drawn fromthe
Active Force, as the Canadian Arny (Regular) was then call ed.
Units of the CASF were first |located near their Active Force
counterparts, which becane responsible for their organization,
adm ni stration and early training.

The infantry conponent of the Special Force was nmade up of
second battalions of the three existing regular reginents: The
Royal Canadi an Regi ment, Princess Patricia' s Canadi an Light
Infantry and the Royal 22e Réginent. Qher major units included
"A" Squadron |st/2nd Arnoured Reginent, the 2nd Field Regi nent
Royal Canadi an Horse Artillery, the 57th I ndependent Field
Squadron RCE, the 25th Brigade Signal Squadron RC Sigs, No. 54
Transport Conpany RCASC and No. 25 Field Anmbul ance Royal Canadi an
Arny Medi cal Corps

The Fighting in 1950

During July the ROK Arny had been reconstituted and the
American comm tnent substantially increased. The field
formati ons of both countries were now under operational control
of Lieut.-GCeneral Walton H Walker's Eighth U S. Arny, whose



headquarters had noved to Korea from Japan and was responsible to
the U N Command in Tokyo. The United Nations air forces, which
al ready included an Australian squadron, dom nated the skies.
Meanwhi | e Anerican and British naval units bl ockaded the Korean
coast and, wi thout eneny interference, continued to | and
reinforcenments and supplies for the ground forces.

Thus strengthened and effectively supported fromair and
sea, CGeneral Walker's troops were able to offer increasing
resi stance and even, on occasion, to strike back at the North
Koreans. Nevertheless they continued to withdraw until, in the
first week of August, they held only the south-east corner of the
peninsula. This position, which enbraced Taegu (the tenporary
ROK capital) and the port of Pusan, was known as the "Pusan
Perimeter". Here the Eighth Arny stood firm beating off al
further eneny attacks, recapturing sone |ost ground, and all the
whil e building up for offensive operations.

On 15 Septenber, by which tine the NKPA was itself on the

defensive, the I10th U S. Corps made an anphi bi ous | andi ng near

I nchon, 20 mles west of Seoul. The whole area of the forner
capital was recaptured before the nonth's end. Meanwhile the

Ei ghth Arny had broken out of the Pusan Perineter to link up with
the |Oh Corps. At the beginning of October General MacArt hur
called on the North Koreans to surrender, but they did not do so.
Less than a week | ater the eneny's | ast organi zed defences south
of the 38th Parallel had crunbled, and elenents of the ROK Arny
had advanced sonme 60 mles into North Korea.

The Political Commttee of the U N GCeneral Assenbly now net
to consider what action should follow. The Soviet bloc contended
that hostilities in Korea should cease and all foreign forces
quit the country. Mst of the nations which had supported the
intervention favoured a British resolution that "all appropriate
steps be taken to ensure conditions of stability throughout
Korea". By this resolution (which the General Assenbly accepted
on 7 Cctober) the U N Conmander was, in effect, authorized to
carry on operations north of the 38th Parallel.

On 9 Cctober Anerican troops crossed this line in an advance
on Pyongyang, the North Korean capital. Two days later a ROK
di vision captured the eastern port of Wnsan before the 10th
Corps could deliver there a repetition of its Inchon | anding
whi ch had been planned. On the third day Pyongyang fell to the
Anericans. Wile the Eighth Arny swept up the west coast, the
10t h Corps advanced inland from Wnsan. The advance in the
western sector was the nore spectacul ar; on 26 October, South
Korean el enments under General Wil ker's command reached the Yalu
Ri ver, the north boundary of Korea. Elsewhere across the front
resi stance now i ncreased and, before the end of the nonth, the



eneny counter-attacked. This resulted in a general w thdrawal to
t he Chongchon River, about 60 mles south of the Yalu. Froma
tactical point of view alone, it was not surprising that the U N
advance shoul d suffer sonme setbacks; for, being largely
roadbound, it had not been maintained on a continuous front. But
a nore form dable and significant factor was that Comruni st

Chi na, which had said earlier that it would not remain inactive
if the United Nations entered North Korea, had intervened with
substantial forces.

During Novenber the U N forces again made advances and
regai ned much ground. On the 24th General MacArthur started a
general offensive intended "to end the war". On the 26th,
however, the Chinese |aunched a massive attack in the west,
followed two days later by one in the east. The battered 10th
U.S. Corps established a defensive perineter about the port of
Hungnam through whi ch evacuati on by sea was conpl eted the day
before Christmas. The Eighth Arny also was forced to w thdraw,
and by the m ddl e of Decenber held positions along the Injin
Ri ver, 200 mles south of the Yal u.

No Canadi an ground forces had taken part in these
operations; though sonme were now in the theatre, and others were
soon to arrive.

Canadian Troops in Action

I n Septenber 1950 Canada had established, in Tokyo, a
Mlitary Mssion to provide liaison with the U N Comand. The
M ssi on was headed by Brigadier F. J. Fleury.” Its first major
task was to prepare the arrival of Canadi an troops.

An advance party of some 350 all ranks sailed from Seattle
inthe latter part of October. The intention that the main body
should go to Okinawa for further training, thence to Korea. By
the tinme advance party reached Japan, however, certain changes of
pl an devel oped. In view of the prospect of early victory and an
apparent lessening in the need for further ground forces, the
i mredi at e Canadi an comm tnent was cut to one infantry battalion.

ki nawa for training had been dropped in favour of an area in
Korea. The advance party di senbarked at Pusan on 7 Novenber.

The Canadi an unit selected serve in the Far East was the 2nd
Battalion Princess Patricia' s Canadian Light Infantry, conmanded
by Lieut.-Colonel J. R Stone. The Patricias |left Seattle on 25

“*  The appoi ntmrent was subsequently held successively by
Brigadiers J. P. E. Bernatchez, AL B. Connelly, R E. A Mrton
and C. B. Ware and Col onel E. D. El wood.



Novenber, aboard the Anerican troopship Pvt Joe P. Martinez, and
arrived at Pusan on 18 Decenber. Here they "staged" for nine
days, then noved to Mryang, between Pusan and Taegu. Being only
Canadi an unit in the theatre, the Patricias required certain

adm ni strative elements not normal for an infantry battalion
hence the formation of an "Adm nistrative Increnent”, for which
personnel were drawn fromthe CASF advance party. The remnai nder
of the party, less certain personnel attached to British and
Anerican formations, rejoined the main body in North Amrerica at
the turn of the year.

During the latter half of Decenber the Ei ghth Arny continued
to hold its positions on the Injin w thout any major contacts
bei ng made. But the New Year opened w th another crushing
of fensive by the Chinese. The Eighth Arny's right flank
col | apsed, forcing a further general wthdrawal. Seoul again
fell to the Conmunists on 4 January. During the next three days
the left flank pulled back to a line 40 mles south of the forner
capital. This line, which was |ater extended to the east coast,
marked the limt of the U N forces' wthdrawal.

Wil e these events were taking place the newly arrived
Canadi an battalion underwent such further training in weapons and
tactics as it required before being commtted to battle. A
degree of realismwas effected by the performance of |imted
operational tasks, such as anti-guerilla patrols. These
di scovered caches of ammunition and di spersed parties of eneny.
In the third week of January conpany exercises were carried out,
foll owed closely by battalion exercises.

In md-February the Patricias noved fromMryang to join the
27th British Commonweal th Brigade in the line of battle. This
formation consisted of two British battalions - the 1st M ddl esex
Regi ment and the 1st Argyll and Sutherland H ghl anders - and the
3rd Battalion of the Royal Australian Reginent. Artillery
support was provided by the 16th New Zeal and Field Regi nent, and
i mredi ate nedi cal care by the 60th Indian Field Anbul ance. The
British battalions had been the first Western troops, other than
Anmerican, in the theatre.

The Chi nese wi nter offensive having been halted, the Ei ghth
Army was soon to |aunch anot her general advance towards the 38th
Parallel. 1In the central sector the 9th and 10th U S. Corps were
al ready attacking. On 17 February, by which tine it had reached
a point imediately north of Yoju, the Comonweal th Bri gade
passed from operational control of the 2nd U S. Infantry
Division (of the 10th Corps) to that of the 9th Corps. On the
sane date the 2nd PPCLI, then ten mles to the south, cane under
command of the Brigade. Four days later the 9th Corps regrouped,
resum ng the advance with the 27th Bri gade novi ng between the 1st



U S Cavalry Division (actually infantry) and the 6th ROK
Di vi si on.

The PPCLI axis followed the valley which ran north fromthe
village of Sangsok. The hills on either side ranged from800 to
1400 feet. Wet snow had turned roads and tracks into quagmres,
and as the advance continued a heavy fog descended. Only m nor
contacts were made during the first two days. On the third, the
battalion faced a form dabl e hei ght known as Point 419; and to
the right stood a still nmore commanding feature (H Il 614). On
23 and 24 February Col onel Stone's conpani es attacked 419, but
W t hout success; and an attenpt by the 3rd RAR to take 614 al so
failed. On the 27th the Australians again attacked, driving the
eneny off the higher feature and thus obliging himto quit Point
419 as well. Next day the Canadi ans occupied the latter.

The next noteworthy action of the 27th Brigade occurred on 7
March, at which tinme the Brigade was under the 1st Cavalry
Division. The objectives were Hills 410 and 532, the latter
bei ng assigned to the Patricias. The valleys, which hitherto had
run north and south, henceforth cut across the axis of advance;
each ridge afforded the eneny a natural |ine of resistance. At
first it appeared that the Chinese (the 125th Division) intended
to make a determ ned stand. The Canadi ans attai ned only a bare
foothold on their objective. On the right, the RAR failed to

take H Il 410; and on the left a G eek battalion also suffered a
repul se. Elsewhere on the Corps front, American and South Korean
attacks were simlarly unsuccessful. During the night, however,

the eneny w t hdrew

In the days that followed it becane apparent that the
Chi nese were retiring all across the front. Seoul was |iberated
by the 1st ROK Division on 16 March. Twelve days |later the front
extended along a line about ten mles south of the 38th Parallel.
The 24th U.S. Infantry D vision was advanci ng towards the
Parall el on an axis west of the Kapyong River. The Commonweal th
Brigade joined in this advance at a point five mles south of the
head of the Chojong valley. (The Chojong River flows generally
sout hwards into the Pukhan, as do al so the Kapyong and Kuun
Ri vers. The Pukhan itself continues southwards to join the Han
20 mles east of Seoul).

The nountains on either side of the Chojong rose to heights
of between 2000 and 4000 feet. The axis to which the Patricias
were allotted followed the crest line on the right. The shaded
sl opes were covered with over four feet of snow, while the line
of the crest was broken by steep rock faces. The route being
i npassable to vehicles, close fire support was limted to one
section of two 81l-mllinetre nortars. Supplies were brought
forward through the al nost superhuman efforts of Korean porters.



Fortunately the Canadi an battalion did not encounter any serious
resi stance during this bold and arduous operation.

By the end of March the Brigade had reached the head of the

Chojong valley. It then began to advance up the valley of the
Kapyong. On 8 April the Patricias successfully attacked
obj ectives across the 38th Parallel. At this tinme al nost the

entire Eighth Arny front lay north of that line. As early as
28 March, in fact, South Korean troops operating along the east
coast had advanced beyond the Parallel.

Bef ore touching on certain political issues raised by the
re-entry of the U N forces into North Korea, it is necessary to
turn back to Novenber 1950.

Political Aspects

The Chinese intervention of |ate Cctober had two nmain
political consequences. One was a series of U N attenpts to
negotiate with the Comruni st Chi nese Governnent for the peaceful
w thdrawal of its forces fromKorea. The other was the nam ng of
Red China as an aggressor, which inplied a reliance mainly on
mlitary neans to achieve a settlenent. Canada and |India were
anong those nations which supported the former policy, and both
were represented on a Cease Fire Committee approved by the
Ceneral Assenbly on 14 Decenber 1950. The initial efforts of
this Commttee to reach an understanding with Peiping appeared to
get nowhere. The United States then pressed its case for nam ng
China an aggressor. A resolution to this effect, anmended in such
a way as not to close the door to further negotiation, was passed
on 1 February 1951.

The Communi st bloc within and outside the United Nations
attenpted to centre all discussion on alleged Anerican aggression
in Fornosa. Peiping, noreover, regarded (or professed to regard)
the U N action in Korea as a case of aggression by the United
States. The result was nuch debating at cross purposes, which
offered little prospect of an early peaceful settlenent.

As his forces again drew up to the 38th Parall el
General MacArthur strongly and openly favoured pushing for a
conplete mlitary victory in Korea and, in doing so, extending
the conflict across the Manchurian border. An alternative to
this policy, and one which enjoyed general support both anong the
United Nations and within the United States, was mlitary
stabilization coupled wth further negotiation. Watever else
m ght be said concerning either view, the latter prevailed. On
11 April M. Truman announced that MacArthur had been relieved of
hi s commands.



Ceneral MacArt hur was succeeded by Lieut.-CGeneral Matthew
B. R dgway, then commandi ng the Ei ghth Arny, and Ri dgway by
Maj or - General Janmes A. Van Fleet. The previous Arny Conmander,
Ceneral Wal ker, had been killed in a road accident shortly before
Chri st mas.

The Patricias at Kapyong

The mlitary stabilization which the United Nations were
prepared to accept did not inply an i nmedi ate reversion to the
defensive. The advance whi ch had begun in February 1951
continued. But neanwhile the eneny was building up for a
counter-offensive, the aimof which appears to have been to
recapture Seoul by attacks convergi ng south and sout h-west al ong
the river valleys leading to the city.

On the night of 22-23 April, Chinese and North Korean forces
struck a mghty blowin the western and west-central sectors.
Both the 1st and the 9th U S. Corps were ordered to w thdraw.

The 6th ROK Division (of the 9th Corps), falling back through the
Kapyong val l ey, was in grave danger of being cut off and
conpletely destroyed. To hold open a withdrawal route for the
sout h Koreans the 27th Conmmonweal th Brigade, then in Corps
reserve, was ordered to establish a defensive position north of
the village of Kapyong.

Near the junction of the Kapyong and Pukhan Rivers the
Kapyong valley is sone 3000 yards w de, becom ng narrower towards
the north. Turning north-east in sweeping curves, it is
over|l ooked by Hi Il 504 on the right and H Il 677 on the left.
Conti nuous crest lines running west from 677 and east from 504,
and connecting with north-south crest |lines, provide avenues of
approach - though no easy approach - to both these hills.

The 3rd RAR, with an Anerican tank conpany in support,
established itself between the Kapyong and Hill 504. The 2nd
Patricias dug in on 677. The 1st M ddl esex took up a position
south of the PPCLI area. The 1st King's Om Scottish Borderers,
just arrived in the theatre, were in the Brigade area but not in
action. The leading elenents of the Chinese 118th Division
reached the Commonweal th Brigade area |late in the evening on 23
April. The Australians were the first to cone under attack.
During the night both sides were reinforced. A conpany of the
M ddl esex and additional tanks joined the Australian battalion,
but in the neantinme the attacking force was built up to al nost
two full brigades. Next afternoon the RAR wi thdrew, under great
pressure, to the Mddl esex area. |Its supporting tanks thickened
the fire of the artillery on the pursuing eneny, and also did a
comendabl e j ob of evacuating casualties.



Wil e the Australians were thus engaged the Patricias
energetically inproved their own positions. The weight of the
defence faced north-west, "A" Conpany holding the right, "C' the
centre, and "D' the left flank. "B" Conpany, on the south-eastern
portion of H Il 677, guarded the right rear. The extrene
steepness of the slopes - however discouraging to the attacker -
hanpered the defence in that the placing of platoons in nutually
supporting positions was very difficult, and artillery, nortar
and machi ne-gun fire tasks were generally limted to the ridge
lines.

Throughout the day the forward conpani es observed the
Chi nese building up for a major attack, and during the afternoon
"B" Conpany reported eneny novenent about the village of Naechon.
At nine-thirty that evening (24 May) sone 400 Chinese forned up
for an attack on the right rear. The commander of "B" Conpany
pronptly called for artillery and nortar fire on the area.
Despite this fire, the eneny surged up the hill to rush the
forenost platoon position. The platoon disengaged itself, and by
el even had conpleted a withdrawal to the conpany defensive
perinmeter. The eneny did not press his attack in this area.

In the neantine, two smaller parties of Chinese had

attenpted to infiltrate at points still nore to the south. Both
were driven o, by machine gun fire. The next attack was to cone
fromwest of the hill, in the rear of the PPCLI position. At

hal f - past one "D' Conpany reported eneny novenent off to the

| eft, and the conpany commander called for defensive fire. Half
an hour |ater the Chinese, about 200 strong, assaulted. One
Canadi an pl atoon was cut off, while another platoon position and
a machi ne gun section were overrun. The conpany conmander now
called for supporting fire right on his own position. Bl asted
off his new y-gained ground by artillery and nortars, the eneny
reorgani zed for a fresh attack. But this and further attenpts,
in which he persisted all night, were effectively countered by
our supporting fire. As daylight approached on the norning of
the 25th the Chinese withdrew, and thereafter contented

t hensel ves with harassing "D' Conpany with nmachi ne-guns and
nmortars. The isolated platoon remained where it was, while the
positi on which had been | ost was reoccupi ed.

Al t hough he had failed even to close with the Patricias
mai n def ences, the eneny now apparently surrounded the battalion
position. H's normal |ines of communication cut, Lieut.-
Col onel Stone requested air supply; and at m d-norni ng amrunition
and rations were dropped on the area. Already the M ddl esex
Regi ment had cl eared eneny groups fromthe rear, and by two
o' clock that afternoon the road | eading into the PPCLI position
was reported open. Additional supplies were ordered forward by
vehicle. The battalion was now prepared to neet further Chinese



attacks, should any devel op; but none did. The eneny had
departed, |eaving the ground so inportant to the Brigade's
def ence in good hands.

Canadi an | osses in this action nunbered 10 killed and 23
wounded - much lighter than those of the Australians on H Il 504,
and sonmewhat |ighter than the Canadi ans thensel ves had suffered
in an earlier, less significant engagenent (the attack on Hil
532 in March, which had cost seven killed and 34 wounded). For
their stout and successful stand at Kapyong the Patricias
received the U S. Presidential Citation. This distinction they
shared with two other Commonweal th units: the Australian
battalion and the 1st G oucestershire Reginment (of the 29th
British Brigade), who had been alnost annihilated in a gallant
action on the Imin River to the north-west. "By their
achievenments,” the GCtation read in part, "they have brought
di stingui shed credit on thensel ves, their honel ands, and
freedom | oving nations.(

The 1st Argyll and Sutherland Hi ghl anders, on being relieved
by the 1st KOSB, were withdrawn fromthe theatre on "rotation".
Al nost immedi ately after the battle the Comonweal th Brigade's
nunber was changed from 27 to 28.

By 1 May the eneny of fensive had ended. The 1st and 9th
Corps then held an irregular line up to 20 mles south of the
38th Parallel and formng an arc north of Seoul. For the next
three weeks their front was relatively quiet. In md-Muy,
however, the Chinese |aunched an offensive in the eastern sector,
driving the Eighth Arny's right flank back sone 25 m | es.

Let us at this point return to the North Anerican scene.
Training at Fort Lewis

The decision to dispatch only one Canadi an battalion to
Korea for the nonment had left the question of the enpl oynent of
the rest of the Force in the air. Wile awaiting final orders
the Force was to undergo collective training. No existing
Canadi an canp readily lent itself to such a programme, especially
during the wnter nonths. Fortunately, at the tine when it was
assuned that the whole Brigade woul d nove to Korea shortly, a
suitable site in the United States had been reserved as a staging
canp: nanely Fort Lew s, Washington. This was now to serve the
Canadi ans as a training area.

The bul k of the CASF concentrated in Fort Lewis between 11
and 22 Novenber 1950. Supporting arnms and services joined the
three infantry battalions to formthe 25th Canadian Infantry
Bri gade G oup, under the command of Brigadier J. M Rocki ngham



To fill the gap soon left by the departure of the departure of
the 2nd PPCLI for Korea a third battalion of the sanme regi nent
was created. Third battalions of the RCR and the Royal 22e al so
were raised, as reinforcenent training battalions. Al remained
at Fort Lewis for the time being, though only the 3rd Patricias
operated on the sane training programme as the second battalions.

In the main, the training facilities were nore than
adequate. The arnoured squadron, the artillery and the infantry
battalions' anti-tank platoons carried out firing practices at
Yakima, 80 mles fromthe canp. The services perforned the sane
duties as would be required of themin operations. For the
infantry, sonme further basic training proved necessary; but by
the turn of the year Brigadi er Rocki ngham was able to report good
progress. The cul mnating point of the training was Exercise
"Ignes Belluni, held during the first three weeks of February.
The code nane nay have been doubtful Latin, but the exercise went
well. It was highlighted by a brigade attack with live
ammuni ti on.

On 21 February the decision energed that the whol e Bri gade
Group was to go to Korea as originally planned. The preparation
of vehicles for shipment overseas nmade it inpossible to continue
formation training beyond md-March. The enphasis now passed to
physi cal training, range work, practice patrols and night
exercises. In this period Brigadi er Rocki ngham visited the Far
East in order to observe the battle front and to nmake vari ous
arrangenments in connection with the arrival of his troops in the
theatre. Towards the end of March he visited the 2nd Patri ci as,
who were soon again to conme under his command. He returned to
Port Lewis early in April.

The Brigade G oup (less the 3rd PPCLI and certain smaller
el enents) sailed from Seattle between 19 and 21 April, on the
Ameri can troopshi ps Marine Adder, General Patrick and President
Jackson. The 3rd Patricias, together with the other third
battalions, afterwards noved to Wainwight, Al berta; there they
becane part of a new training formation.

Al though by the eve of its departure the Special Force had
taken on over 10,000 nen, its effective strength renmai ned at
approximately 8000 - the figure reached in the first three weeks
of its existence. About 500 nmen were either absent w thout |eave
or had deserted, while another 1500 had been di scharged. Such
wast age was | argely a by-product of the speed with which the
force had had to be recruited.

The 25th Brigade Goes In

Two of the three ships carrying the 25th Bri gade G oup



docked at Pusan on 4 May. The third |anded No. 2 Admi nistrative
Unit, No. 25 Reinforcement G oup and ot her Canadi an base units at
Kure, Japan, two days |ater

In the Pusan area the Brigade carried out a series of
conpany exercises known as "Charl ey Horse", designed to harden
the troops and to practice tactics and procedures for attacking
i n mount ai nous country. The arnoured conponent, now desi gnat ed
"C' Squadron, Lord Strathcona's Horse, exchanged its self-
propel l ed anti-tank guns for Sherman tanks, while the infantry
battalions' anti-tank platoons adopted the 75-mllinetre
recoilless rifle to replace the 17-pounder.

Wthin two weeks of its arrival in the theatre the 2nd
Regi ment RCHA was committed to action. Supporting patrols of the
28t h Commonweal th Brigade north of the Han River, the regi nent
fired its first operational round on 17 Muy.

On the 20th, the 1st U S. Corps began to advance al ong the
west coast. This nove, intended initially to relieve eneny
pressure on the opposite flank, presently became part of a
general advance towards the nost defensible ground in the
vicinity of the 38th Parallel. Opposition was relatively |ight.
In the first five days the 1st Corps reached a line three to four
mles north of Munsan and about seven north of Uijongbu. The 1st
RCOK Division operated on the left, the 1st U. S. Cavalry D vision
in the centre, and the 25th U.S. Infantry D vision on the right
flank of the Corps. The 25th Canadi an Brigade, with its own
artillery again under command, took over the centre of the 25th
Division's sector. On either side was a U S. regi nental conbat
team and in front a tank-infantry battle group (Task Force
"Dol vin") whose mssion was to drive with all speed to the
Paral | el .

The next phase of the Division' s advance (Operation
“"Initiate") began on 25 May. H Hour for the Canadi ans was
9:00 a.m The brigade axis followed the valley of the
Pochon River. One battalion, supported by a troop of tanks and a
det achnment of the 57th Canadi an Fi el d Squadron, advanced al ong

t he high ground on each side. |In brigade reserve was the 10th
Phi i ppi ne Battalion, which had joined the Canadi ans on the eve
of the action. (The Patricias were still under command of the

Commonweal t h Bri gade.)

Bot h the 2nd Royal Canadi an Regi nent, advancing on the l|eft
of the valley, and the 2nd Royal 22e on the right made m nor
contacts on the first day wwth small eneny parties through which
the fast-nmoving Dolvin Force had already passed. On the
foll ow ng day the RCR nmet and overcame sone further resistance,
while the "Vingt-deux" continued forward w t hout eneny



interference. On 27 May the Brigade reached a |line sone

2500 yards south of the Yongpyong River at its junction with the
Pochon. On the 28th it took over from "Dol vin" Force on the high
ground i medi ately south of the 38th Parallel. A tank-infantry
patrol of the Strathconas and the Philippine Battalion now
proceeded six mles into North Korea, no contact being nmade.

Next day the Canadi an Brigade as a whole was to advance
beyond the Parallel.

Early RCN Operations

The three Canadi an destroyers which had been assigned to the
U.N. naval forces in July 1950 were first enployed on escort and
patrol duties. In August, HMCS Athabaskan bonbar ded eneny
positions and took part in |andings by ROK Marines on North
Korean islands. The Inchon | andi ngs of Septenber 1950 were the
first operation in which all three ships were engaged as a unit.
Here the Canadi ans joined forces with South Korean vessels to
forma task group, whose job it was to protect a flank of the
i nvasi on area.

The general withdrawal of the U N forces from North Korea
whi ch began in Novenber entailed the evacuation of base
installations through the port of Chinnanpo. In this operation
Captain J. V. Brock, of Cayuga, conmanded a force consisting of
Canadi an, Australian and Anmerican destroyers. The evacuati on was
carried out successfully, despite serious physical difficulties
and the hazard of eneny mnes. On 5 Decenber, having conpl eted
this assignnment, the destroyers bonbarded the port, leaving it in
fl ames.

In md January 1951 Cayuga and Nootka (which had relieved

HMCS Sioux) proceeded to Inchon, which was now i n eneny hands.
The Canadi an destroyers joined in a U N bonbardnent of the port.
Here, for the first time in the Korean conflict, Canadi an ships
canme under eneny fire. Nootka, having received her "blooding" in
a brisk exchange with eneny shore batteries, was next assigned to
patrol duties in the Yellow Sea. Cayuga remained for a tine at

| nchon, where she participated in a bonbardment of the eneny's
defences and installations.

HMCS Huron relieved Cayuga in March; and | ess than two
nmonths | ater Sioux returned to the theatre, relieving Athabaskan.



Part 11
THE 25th BRIGADE IN ACTION,
1951
The 2nd RCR at Chail-li

On 28 May 1951 the 25th Canadian Infantry Brigade G oup
advancing astride the Pochon valley, had reached a |ine
i mredi ately south of the 38th Parallel and relieved the 25th U S.
Division's Task Force "Dolvin". Next day the Brigade G oup
crossed the Parallel with open flanks and on a two-battalion
front - the 2nd Royal 22e Réginment on the right and the 10th
Philippine Battalion on the left, each with a troop of "C
Squadron Lord Strathcona's Horse in support. Abandoned stores of
ammuni ti on and gasol i ne di scovered by the Strathconas indicated
that the Chinese were wthdrawing in sonme haste. There was no

serious resistance until late in the afternoon, when the
Vi ngt - deux canme under nortar and machine-gun fire fromthe area
of Hill 467. This feature becane an objective of the 2nd Royal

Canadi an Regi ment, which early next norning passed through the
Royal 22e at the village of Tonaeji-kogae.

The plan of the battalion commander, Lieut.-Colonel R
A. Keane, was for "A'" Conpany to seize the village of Chail-li,
north of H Il 467, "B" Conpany to occupy Hill 162, in the valley
of the Hantan River west of 467; "D' Conpany to take H Il 467;
and finally "C'" Conpany to capture H Il 269, between 467 and
Chail -li. "A" Conpany, nounted on half tracks, was supported by a
troop of the Strathconas. The 2nd Regi nent RCHA was in direct
support of the battalion, while the divisional artillery was
available to the Brigade as a whole. Plans for air support had
to be cancelled, owng to heavy rain and strong w nds.

The operation began at six o'clock in the nmorning of the
30th. "B" Conpany took Hill 162 w thout opposition, thus
securing the battalion's left flank, and "A" Conpany established

itself in and around Chail-li. "D' Conpany, however, net strong
resistance on Hill 467 and suffered several casualties from
machi ne-gun fire. Early in the afternoon the eneny, while
continuing to hold the hill, counter attacked the village with a

conpany of infantry supported by artillery and nortars; Chinese
tanks al so were reported. Although "C' Conpany had reached Hil
269, in between these two points, the distances were so great
that it could not give effective aid to either "A" or "D
Conpany. Furthernore, the situation throughout the Division was
far fromfavourable - five mles separated the RCR fromthe
forenpst Anerican elenents on the right of the Canadi an Bri gade.
Since it did not appear that the RCR could continue to hold



Chail-1i or to take Hi Il 467, Brigadi er Rocki ngham ordered

Col onel Keane to withdraw his conpanies to form a defensive
position in the area of what had been the start line; the

wi t hdrawal was conpleted by eight o' clock that evening. The
day's action had cost the RCR six killed and 25 wounded. The
hill and the village remained in eneny hands until 5 June, when
it fell to the 65th U S. Regi nental Conbat Team

By the end of the war's first year, 21 nations apart from
Sout h Korea had placed fighting forces or (in five cases) nedical
units under the U N Command. 1In the Eighth Arny's eastern
sector, South Korean formations had advanced to Chodo-ri, but in
the west the eneny still held a salient bounded by the "el bow' of
the Imjin. Operations over the whole front had ceased to be in
the nature of a pursuit; their next phase was to be a relatively
static one featuring extensive patrol activity.

Political Developments During June 1951

VWhile the long-termpolitical aimof the United Nations with

respect to Korea renmained the unification of the country, the

i mredi at e obj ect had becone a cease-fire on the 38th Parallel.

As the Secretary General, M. Trygve Lie, pointed out in an
address in OQtawa on 1 June 1951, "...the main purpose of the
Security Council resolutions of June 25 and July 7 wll be
fulfilled, provided that the cease-fire is followed by the
restoration of peace and security in the area.”

But what of the attitude of the Comruni st powers towards
such a proposal ? The first indication cane on 23 June, when
M. Jacob Malik, Russia's permanent delegate to the U N, stated
in a radio broadcast: "The Soviet peoples believe that as a
first step discussions should be started between the belligerents
for a cease-fire and an arm stice providing for the nutual
w thdrawal of forces fromthe 38th Parallel”. Two days later the
Pei pi ng radi o announced that Communi st China fully endorsed the
Russi an stand. Thus both the United Nations and the Soviet bloc
had conme to agree, if only in principle, on the desirability of
an early cease-fire and a peaceful settlenent of the Korean
gquestion. That the termnation of hostilities would not "ensure
conditions of stability throughout Korea" (as expressed in the
U. N Ceneral Assenbly's resolution of 7 October 1950) unless
precautions were taken against a renewal of the conflict was
fully realized by the major denocratic powers. The proposed
arrangenent was only a step towards the ultimte objective of the
U N in Korea; but the ROK President, M. Syngman Rhee, regarded
it as an abandonnent of that objective. South Korean opposition
to a cease-fire was to prove a source of considerable
enbarrassnment to the United Nations.



On the last day of June Ceneral Ridgway, having been
authorized to enter into truce negotiations wth the Communi sts,
sent the follow ng nessage to the NKPA Supreme Conmander (Genera
Kimll Sung):

I aminformed that you may wi sh a neeting to discuss an arnistice
providing for the cessation of hostilities and all acts of arnmed force in
Korea, with adequate guarantees for the maintenance of such armstice.

Upon the receipt of word fromyou that such a neeting is desired | shal
be prepared to name ny representative. | would also at that tine suggest a
date at which he could neet with your representative

General Kim and the commander of the Chinese "volunteer”
forces, General Peng The-Huai, whose reply was broadcast from
Pei pi ng next day, suggested that such a neeting be held between
10 and 15 July, on the 38th Parallel near Kaesong.

Cease-fire tal ks began on 10 July, but not until alnost five
mont hs had el apsed were they to produce any apparent effect on
mlitary operations.

Canadian Operations During June and July

The American 65th Regi nental Conbat Team relieving the 25th
Canadi an Brigade on 1 June, had taken under its command the 10th
Philippine Battalion. This unit was replaced in the Canadian
order of battle by the 2nd Princess Patricia' s Canadi an Light
Infantry, which since its last major action-the Kapyong
engagenent - had been under command of the 28th Comonweal t h
Brigade. Alnost imediately on rejoining its parent formation
(then in 1st U S. Corps reserve) the Canadi an battalion was again
attached to the 28th Brigade, now |located in the area of the
I mjin-Hantan junction. |Its next task was to establish and hold a
"patrol base" north of the junction, from which other
Commonweal th troops woul d probe deeply into the hei ghts beyond.
The Patricias set up such a position on 6 June and held it until
the 11th, when they were relieved by the Royal 22e.

By 18 June the Eighth Arny had broadened its salient on the
east coast and advanced about ten mles up the centre of the
peni nsul a. Except in the western sector and to the east of
Kumhwa, the |ine now held was to remain substantially the sane
until the end of the war.

The Canadi an Bri gade, com ng under operational control of
the 1st U S. Cavalry Division (of the 1st Corps), took over a
7500-yard front stretching southwestward from Chorwon which
t oget her wth Kumhwa and Pyonggang (not to be confused with the
North Korean capital), forned what was known as the
“I'ron Triangle". North-east of the brigade area stretched the
Chorwon plain, and to the front was a network of hills and narrow



val l eys. Brigadier Rockinghamallotted the right half of the
sector to the Royal Canadian Reginent, the left to the Patricias.
The Royal 22e, having returned fromthe 28th Brigade, was in
reserve

On 21 June two conpanies of the RCR and two troops of the
Strat hconas' tanks, supported by a troop of the 2nd Regi nent RCHA
and acconpani ed by a tactical air support party, carried out the
first in a series of |arge-scale patrols on the brigade front.
Wi |l e one conpany and one tank troop fornmed a firm base near
Chungmasan, the remaining arnmour and infantry of the patro
advanced towards Hi Il 730. On finding three to four hundred
Chi nese dug in here, the patrol called for an air strike on the
position, then wwthdrew to the brigade area. Subsequent patrols,
inthe min, followed a simlar pattern and achi eved much the
sane results. In wet weather a troop of the 57th Canadian Field
Squadron was al lotted, for w thout engineer assistance the
supporting tanks and guns coul d not get over the numerous streans
and ditches.

After one nonth in this role the Brigade, again under
command of the 25th Division, was transferred southward to the
| jin-Hantan sector. The focal point of its new position, which
lay in the path of any eneny threat to our main supply route in
the Chorwon area, was a ferry crossing on the Injin sonme
5000 yards above the junction. The RCR held a bridgehead
covering the crossing, while the 2nd Patricias were stationed on
the east bank of the Imin. The 2nd Royal 22e Regi nent,
commanded by Lieut.-Colonel J. A Dextraze, occupied H Il 183,
two and a half mles north-west of the RCR position. On the left
of the Canadi an Brigade was the 28th Comonweal th Brigade, and on
the right the 27th U S. Infantry Reginent. Scarcely had the 25th
Bri gade got into position when it was called on to assist in
guardi ng the approaches to another ferry in the Anmerican
reginment's sector. For this task Col onel Dextraze detached his
anti-tank platoon and one rifle platoon; these, with one troop of
the Strathconas, were depl oyed 4500 yards west of the second
ferry and two-thirds of that distance north of H Il 183. This
detachnment was l|later increased to a conpany group

On the night of 18-19 July a Chinese fighting patrol raided
a Vi ngt-deux conpany position, but was repul sed in short order.
Next night the eneny attacked in conpany strength, w thdraw ng
after a three hour engagenent. (The attackers were identified as
menbers of the 64th Arny's 192nd Division.) On the evening of the
20t h the Chi nese appeared to be preparing for a further attack,
and before m dni ght unknown nunbers of eneny had infiltrated
bet ween conpany localities and were working their way back
towards their own lines. |In the neantine, heavy rains which had
started on the previous day were swelling the Imin to dangerous
proportions. The south ferry was put out of order and the north



one washed away conpl etely, and tel ephone lines across the river
were broken by drifting debris. Thus the Royal 22e and, in fact,
all units and detachnments west of the river faced the dual threat
of an eneny attack and isolation by the flood. Fortunately, the
story ends in anti-clinmax. The expected attack did not devel op,

communi cations were partially restored, and in | ess than a week

t he Canadi an Brigade was withdrawn to a concentration area south
of the lower Injin.

Formation of the 1st Commonwealth Division

At the beginning of May the M nister of National Defence
(M. Brooke d axton), announcing the departure of the Canadi an
Bri gade Group for the Far East, had stated that the force would
formpart of the 1st Commonwealth Division. This formation did
not yet exist, though its creation had been under consideration
by the British War Ofice as early as August 1950.

Di vi si onal Headquarters began to assenble in Korea early in
June 1951. The GOC designate, Mjor-Ceneral A J. H Cassels, was
British, as were nost of the original senior officers. The GSO
|, however, was a Canadian B Lieut.-Colonel E. D. Danby. On
28 July the followi ng major units cane under General Cassels’
command, to formthe first Commonwealth Division in history:

8th Royal Irish Hussars

"C' Squadron 7th Royal Tank Regi nent

"C'" Squadron Lord Strathcona's Horse (Royal Canadi ans)

2nd Regi nent RCHA

16th Field Regi ment RNZA

45th Field Regi nent Royal Artillery

170t h Light Battery RA [nortars]

11t h (Sphinx) LAA Battery RA

28th Field Engineer Reginent (l2th Field Squadron RE, 55th
Fi el d Squadron RE, 57th I ndependent Field Squadron RCE)

64t h Field Park Squadron RE

25th Canadian Infantry Brigade: 2nd Royal Canadi an Regi nent,
2nd Princess Patricia' s Canadian Light Infantry, 2nd Royal 22e
Régi ment .

28th British Commonwealth Infantry Brigade: 1st King' s Oan



Scottish Borderers, 1st King's Shropshire Light Infantry, 3rd
Royal Australian Regi ment.

29th British Infantry Brigade: 1st Royal Northunberl and
Fusiliers, 1st G ucestershire Reginment, 1st Royal U ster Rifles.

The divisional "services" included both national units and
Commonweal th units, the latter consisting of national sub-units.

For operations the Commonweal th Division was placed under
the control of Headquarters 1st U S. Corps, a relation which was
to continue throughout its entire existence. For adm nistration
and ot her purposes it canme under the Commander-in-Chief, British
Commonweal th Forces Korea. Mire will be said about the command
and adm nistrative aspects at a | ater point.

The divisional front extended 11,000 yards westward fromthe
| mjin-Hantan junction, between the 1st ROK Division on the |eft
and the 25th U.S. Infantry Division on the right. Wthin the
Commonweal th sector the 29th British Brigade was on the left, the
28t h Commonweal th Brigade on the right, and the Canadi an Bri gade
in reserve

Across the Imjin

For both the 1st Commonweal th Division and the 1st U. S
Cavalry Division (which relieved the 25th D vision at the end of
July) the next nonth was a period of strong patrolling north of
the lower Imin and west of the upper Imin. A battalion-size
patrol carried out by the RCR in m d-August net with heavy
opposition in the area of Hlls 152 and 187 - an indication that
the eneny's main defences lay along that line - but a week | ater
the Patricias and the Royal 22e encountered only light resistance
in raids against the sanme H Il 187, a nore northerly 187 and
Hll 208.

What was the noral effect, if any, of current cease-fire
negoti ations on the fighting forces? In the case of the RCR
patrol action, neither the eneny nor our own troops displayed any
| ack of warlike spirit; though in this and in subsequent
operations the Chinese suggested, by wireless or in witing, that
a parley be held. Such overtures evidently were ained at
underm ning the determ nation of the United Nations soldiers -
there is little reason to suppose that the Chinese thensel ves had
suddenly becone war-weary.

That portion of the 1st Corps front which |lay east of the
| njin-Hantan junction was known as the Wom ng Line, that to the
west as the Kansas Line. During Septenber and October the Corps
carried out two operations in order to achieve defence in depth



and at the sane time afford greater flank protection to the
Seoul - Chorwon railway. 1In the first of these, code-naned

"M nden", it extended the Wom ng Line through the Imin "el bow'
in the second (Operation "Commando") it established a new front
i ne known as Janestown. D Day for Operation "M nden" was

8 Septenber. On this date the Commonweal th Brigade established
on the north bank of the lower Imin a firmbase from which
Ceneral Cassels' other two brigades were to advance three days

| ater, the divisional objective being a |ine from Sanggorangpo to
Chung-gol . Conform ng advances were to be nade on either flank
by South Korean and Anerican formations. By the 11th, the 1st
Corps Engineers had built two bridges - "Pintail", at the first
| oop bel ow the Junction, and "Teal", towards the second | oop -
and the divisional engineers had constructed or reopened roads

t hrough the area.

Now, while on its |left the British Brigade advanced
nort hwest ward, the Canadi an Bri gade noved al nost due north
Little or no opposition was encountered; and casualties, at |east
in the case of the 25th Brigade, were nil. Between 12 and
14 Septenber the British and Canadi an units effected various
adj ustnents, one of which was the occupation, by a conpany of the
Royal 22e, of Hill 222 (halfway between Hi|ll 183, which the unit
had held in July, and 152, an RCR patrol objective in August).
Fromthe m ddl e of Septenber to Operation "Conmando", which began
on 3 Cctober, the 25th Brigade was engaged mainly in inproving
its positions and in routine patrolling.

The Sam -chon, which flows south-east into the lower Injin,
becane the Commonweal th [ eft boundary in "Commando"; the opposite
boundary began at the southward bend of the upper Inmin. To the
right of the latter were the Anmerican 1st Cavalry and 3rd
Infantry Divisions, and on the Comonweal th Division's left, as
before, the 1st ROK Division. About 8000 yards beyond the
Wom ng Line ran an unnaned tributary of the Sam -chon - the
streamand its valley have since acquired the area name "Nabu-ri"
- and it was on the high ground overlooking this valley that the
25t h Canadi an and 28th Commonweal th Bri gades were to establish
their portions of the Janestown Line. For Operation "Comando"
the 29th British Brigade was commtted, not as a formation, but
rather by individual battalions allotted to the attacking
brigades. In order that each m ght be nore heavily supported by
artillery the 28th and 25th Brigades |aunched their attacks on
successive days. On D Day, while the Commonweal th Bri gade struck
off towards Hill 355, Brigadier Rockingham s battalions occupied
features which would provide a nore advanced start line. The
RCR, in the centre, noved as far forward as Hi Il 152; on its left
the 1st Royal U ster Rifles (attached fromthe 29th Bri gade) and
on the right the Patricias nmade simlar adjustnents. The
Royal 22e was in reserve in this phase of the operation



The Royal U sters were to take the area between the vill ages

of Yongdong and Chommal. The main objective of the RCR was the
Hll 187 to which the unit patrolled in August, while PPCLI
obj ectives included the other Hi Il 187 and H Il 159. H Hour for

t he Canadi an battalions was set at 11:00 a.m on the 4th. An
hour and a half later the Usters began their attack and, with
little difficulty, secured all their objectives that afternoon.
By late afternoon next day the RCR and the Patricias had
signall ed success and the Royal 22e had relieved the British
battalion on the left flank; thus ended the Canadi an Bri gade's
share of Operation "Commando". The 1st ROK Division had secured
all its objectives on D Day; the Commonweal th Division's part of
t he operation was conpleted on 8 Cctober, wth the 28th Brigade's
capture of H Il 217; and the whol e Corps operation reached a
successful close on the 15th. Canadi an casualties suffered on 4
and 5 Cctober had nunbered four killed and 22 wounded.

The 1st Corps' gains in the west were matched by advances in
the east-central sector and on the extrenme right; otherw se the
front as it had existed since md-June was to remain nuch the
sanme until the end of hostilities in July 1953.

The "Rotation' of Canadian Troops

The units of the 25th Canadi an Bri gade G oup, while nost of
the original personnel were governed by CASF terns of service,
had fromtheir very beginning belonged to the Active (or Regul ar)
Force; in other words, the distinction between Special Force and
Active Force applied on an individual rather than on a unit
| evel . But by January 1951 even this distinction had begun to
di sappear. During the next 18 nonths over 2700 nenbers of the
CASF were converted to the status of regular soldiers. The
remai ni ng Speci al Force personnel were returned to Canada, and to
civil life, as close as possible to the end of their term of
servi ce.

In July 1951 the Canadian authorities arrived at a
"rotation" plan, whereby units and individuals would be
repatriated after approximtely one year in the Far East. The
first Canadians to be "rotated" as a unit were the 2nd Princess
Patricias, the relieving battalion being the 1st Patrici as.

Two rifle conpanies of the 1st PPCLI arrived in the theatre
on 5 October 1951. Battalion Headquarters, Headquarters Conpany
and a third ride conpany followed three weeks | ater, and Support
Conmpany and the fourth rifle conpany early in Novenber. The
C.O, Lieut.-Colonel N G WIlson-Smth, flewto Koreaintine to
nmeet his first two conpanies on their arrival in the divisional
area. The incom ng conpani es were accommbdated at a reception



centre set up by the 2nd Patricias south of the Injin-Hantan
junction, where the troops began a short course in weapon and
tactical training.

On 14 Cctober these conpanies relieved two of
Li eut.-Col onel Stone's conpanies on the latters' "Comrando”
objectives. Only two nights previously the 2nd Patricias had
repul sed a counter-attack by an estinmated battalion of the eneny,
killing 17 - alnost double its own | osses of two killed and seven
wounded. Facing the Commonweal th Division were the Chinese 64th
Arny's 190th and 191st Divisions. |In order to inflict damage and
casualties on the eneny and at the sane tinme to obtain
information regarding his lay-out, General Cassels ordered the
25th and 28th Brigades to carry out raids on certain known eneny
positions. For these operations, which took place on 23 Cctober,
t he Canadi an Bri gade provi ded one conpany of each battalion.
Bri gadi er Rocki ngham nanmed Hi Il 166 as the objective of the
Royal 22e conpany, and allotted H Il 156 and anot her feature
north of 166 to the Patricias and the RCR respectively. The
PPCLI conpany sel ected was "A" Conpany of the first battalion
whi ch had taken over from"D' of the second.

The three Canadi an conpani es noved off independently between
5:30 and 6:30 in the norning. The Royal 22e conpany was stopped
short of its goal by heavy machi ne-gun fire. The supporting
tanks and artillery, however, destroyed two eneny bunkers on 166;
and British anti aircraft guns firing in a ground role, the
Canadi an Brigade diarist was to record, "placed their shots with
amazi ng accuracy directly in the craw trenches". 1In the
meantime, the RCR and PPCLI conpani es had reached their
objectives in the face of relatively |light opposition. Pioneers
attached to the RCR conpany m ned and booby-trapped Chi nese
bunkers and trenches. The Patricias, having cleared H Il 156,
directed artillery fire on other eneny-held features. All three
conpanies were ordered to withdraw early in the afternoon, the
nmove back being covered by a heavy snoke-screen. The operation
had cost the Canadians five killed and 21 wounded, the eneny 37
known dead and as nmany nore believed killed or wounded.

On the norning of 4 Novenber "D' Conpany of the 1st
Patricias relieved "B" of the 2nd, and Col onel Stone's
headquarters handed over to Colonel WIlson-Smth's. Support
Conpany and the remaining rifle conpany of the 2nd PPCLI were to
carry on under command of the first battalion until relieved by
their "opposite nunbers” on the 10th. On the day follow ng the
wi t hdrawal of the main body, the 2nd Patricias paraded before the
Ei ghth Arny Commander, Ceneral Van Fleet, who congratul ated the
unit on its achievenents in Korea and presented it with the
Presidential Citation which it had won at Kapyong.

Rei nforcenents who had joined the outgoing battalion too



late to qualify for rotation were held in No. 25 Canadi an

Rei nforcenent G oup, in Japan, until they could be absorbed by
the 1st Patricias. |In cases of later rotations by unit, the
relieving battalions arrived in the theatre below their ful
strength, and the "ineligibles" of the departing units were
absorbed i mediately. Thus it was not uncommon for a sol dier
during his one-year tour of duty in the Far East to have served
in two battalions.

Following its return honme the 2nd PPCLI gradually
reassenbled at Currie Barracks, Calgary, to assune the forner
role of the first battalion in the defence of Canada. By this
time the 1st RCR and 1st Royal 22e were preparing to relieve
their second battalions in Korea.

Enemy Attacks During November

On the night of 2-3 Novenber the Chinese nounted a strong
attack on the centre of the 25th Brigade's front. A forward
pl atoon of the 2nd RCR was forced to retire, but only after
causi ng the depl oynent of the better part of a battalion. The
surrounding hills, Lieut.-Colonel Keane's headquarters reported
to Brigadi er Rockingham's, were "alive with Chinese". bserved
eneny novenent and areas in which the Chinese were likely to
reorgani ze for a further attack were vigorously engaged by
artillery and nortars. Unable to exploit his initial success,
the eneny withdrew, and the platoon position which had been
overrun was reoccupi ed.

The eneny's next nmajor attack fell on Hills 217 and 317, in
the sector held by the 28th Conmonweal th Brigade. The two hills
eventual |y passed into Chinese hands after a bitter struggle. On
the night of 5-6 Novenber, while the fighting on the 28th
Brigade's front was still in progress, the eneny |aunched
repeated attacks on a conpany of the 1st Patricias. The first
was broken up by artillery and nortars, and a second and third
repul sed by the fire both of supporting arns and the conpany's
own weapons. After the failure of his third attenpt the eneny
retired.

The next action in which Canadi an troops were invol ved was
anot her conpany raid by the Royal 22e Réginment on Hill 166, on
9 Novenber. A detachnent of the Assault Pioneer Pl atoon
acconpani ed the raiding force, and the Scout and Sni per Pl atoon
carried out a subsidiary action. Support for the raid included
Puerto Rican nortars of the 3rd U.S. Infantry D vision. H Hour
was 9:30 in the evening. By half-past two the conpany, in
confused fighting, had reached a point within 100 yards of the
top of the hill, and the Scout Pl atoon was already on the final
obj ective. But now the eneny began to counter-attack; and the



whol e force, having essentially conpleted its task, was
W t hdr awn.

On the 22nd the Commonweal th Division turned over its
ri ght-hand sector - still the scene of heavy fighting - to the
3rd Division, which had relieved the 1st Cavalry D vision. The
29t h Brigade took over fromthe 1st ROK Division a portion of the
line west of the Sam -chon, the 28th becane divisional reserve,
and the Canadi an Brigade assunmed responsibility for a front of
al nost four mles extendi ng north-east fromthe Sam -chon.
Bri gadi er Rocki ngham continued to enploy three battalions
forward-the RCR now on the left, the Patricias in the centre, and
t he Royal 22e on the right. The 22e's positions forned a
right-angled triangle whose base ran due east to H |l 210, the
hypot enuse ext endi ng northeastward to the saddl e between Hlls
227 and 355. At this tinme 227 was unoccupied, while H Il 355,
whi ch dom nated the centre of the Corps front, was held by a
battalion of the 7th U S. Infantry Regi nent.

Li eut. - Col onel Dextraze's conpani es conpl eted occupati on of
their new areas on the norning of 22 Novenber. During the
afternoon the battalion cane under shell fire, "D' Conpany, on
the right (or nost northerly) position, receiving particul ar
attention. As the night passed, rain turned into wet snow, and
snow into nud; and only with the greatest difficulty were the
sappers of the 57th Field Squadron able to open and keep open the
road across the Nabu-ri valley to "A" and "D' Conpani es next day.

Eneny shells continued to fall on "D' Conpany, and in nuch
greater nunber on H Il 355. Late in the afternoon both positions
cane under attack - that of the Royal 22e by two conpanies, the
Anmericans' by an estimated regi nent. The Canadi an conpany held
its ground, but by early evening the bulk of H Il 355 was in
eneny hands; and in the neantine the Chinese had reoccupied 227
as well. The loss of 355, if permanent, would constitute a
serious setback for the 1st Corps and, indeed, the whole Eighth
Arny. Even the tenporary presence of the enemy on this and on
Hi |l 227 placed the Royal 22e in a precarious situation, but
Col onel Dextraze calmy and confidently instructed all conpanies
to cling to their positions.

At six o'clock the commander of "D' Conpany, Captain
(Acting Major) Réal Liboiron, reported a second attack com ng in;
this was repulsed wwth the help of artillery and tanks.

Thr oughout the night the conpany successfully w thstood further
attacks on either flank. On Brigadier Rockingham s order the
Lord Strathconas, who already had two troops of tanks supporting
the 22e, noved up an additional troop after mdnight. Early next
norni ng the 7th Regi nent recaptured the greater part of H |l 355,
and later in the day the |5th Infantry Reginent (also of the 3rd
Di vision) secured the remainder. Ceneral Cassels and Brigadier



Rocki ngham com ng forward at m d-norning to observe the
situation, congratul ated Col onel Dextraze on the successful stand
of his troops. These congratul ati ons were sonewhat prenature;
for within a few hours the eneny, having returned to H Il 227,
struck agai n.

Two conpani es attacked at |ast |ight, dislodging one of
Maj or Liboiron's platoons and surroundi ng another. By half-past
ni ne, however, the Chinese had apparently w thdrawn; and sone
hours later the Scout and Sni per Platoon, |ed by Corporal
Leo Major (a DCM wi nner of the Second Wirld War), occupied the
position which had fallen. But in less than half an hour the
eneny repeated his attack-this tinme 300 strong, outnunbering the
pl atoon twenty to one. Over the platoon wreless set cane the
order, by Col onel Dextraze, to return to the battalion area.
Corporal Major pronptly suggested that his group withdraw only a
short distance, and that the oncom ng Chi nese be engaged with
nortars. The C. O agreed on both points. Mrtar fire came down,
catching the eneny in the open and breaking up the attack. For
"personal courage, cool ness and | eadership" throughout the action
Corporal Major was awarded a bar to his DCM

During the night of 24-25 Novenber the situation on the
right had taken another turn for the worse: the Chinese had
recaptured a portion of H Il 355. Thus the Royal 22e again found
its flank exposed until next norning, when elenents of the 7th
and 15th Regi nents took back the |l ost ground. Prisoners taken by
the Americans identified their own formation as one of the 192nd
Division, and that on H |l 227 as the 568th Regi nent, 190th
Di vi si on.

The daylight hours of the 25th were relatively quiet for the
Royal 22e, but in the evening "D' Conpany once nore canme under
attack. Unknown nunmbers of Chinese, comng in fromH Il 227, were
beaten off by artillery and by the unit's 81-mllinetre nortars.

This proved to be the |last of seven attacks on the position in
three days, in which tinme the battalion had suffered 49
casualties, including 15 killed; about half of these were nenbers
of "D' Company. Major Liboiron, who was awarded t he DSO
attributed his conpany's successful defence to "the will to fight
and good communi cations". Special nention nust also be accorded
the supporting arns, the battalion nortars, and the Scout
Pl at oon.

Activity el sewhere on the Canadi an Brigade's front between
the 22nd and the 26th consisted mainly of patrolling. On the
eveni ng of 27 Novenber, Brigadi er Rocki ngham s headquarters
received from General Cassels' the information that no further
fighting patrols were to be dispatched, and that the artillery
woul d be restricted to defensive fire and count er-bonbar dnent



tasks - the first suggestion of substantial progress in the
cease-fire negotiations.

The Political Front, July-December 1951

The first neeting of official representatives of the
opposi ng commanders had taken place at Kaesong on 10 July. The
U. N. del egation (headed by Vice-Admral C. Turner Joy, USN)
consi sted of one South Korean and four U S. officers, the
Communi st del egation of two North Korean and two Chi nese
officers. In his opening statenment, Admral Joy summed up the
purpose of the talks as "the cessation of hostilities in Korea,
under conditions which will ensure against their resunption”.
The U.N. del egation, he continued, would not discuss political or
econom c matters of any kind, or mlitary matters not related to
Korea. Most of July was devoted to the preparation of an agenda
to provide a basis for detail ed discussions.

By the sixth neeting only one nmajor issue appeared to be
obstructing these talks: the withdrawal of all foreign forces
from Korea. This point, which had been rai sed by the Conmuni st
del egation, was a political matter and therefore outside the
scope of inmedi ate negoti ations; and noreover, such a step would
violate the U . N. principle that South Korea nust be protected
agai nst further aggression. The basic conditions for an
armstice, the Anerican Secretary of Defence stated, were:

...agreenent upon a military line which will be defensible in the event
of any renewal of hostilities ...agreenent not to reinforce the troops now in
Korea ...provision for adequate supervision and actual inspection by
representatives of both sides to ensure agai nst any preparations for a
surprise attack and as a continuing evidence of good faith ...[and] a
sati sfactory agreenment regardi ng prisoners of war....

The Communi sts nodified their demand for the conplete w thdrawal
of foreign forces, suggesting instead the established of a

demlitarized zone on either side of the demarcation line. The
U.N. del egation agreed, and the agenda was conpleted on 26 July.

The next point of difference was whether the proposed
demarcation |ine should be on the 38th Parallel or along the
existing front, the Communi sts insisting on the forner.

Di sagreenent on this question was aggravated by charges and
counter-charges of violating the neutrality of Kaesong itself,
each side accusing the other of |ack of good faith, slander and
del i berate sabotage. Tw ce during August the Communi sts suspended
negoti ations; the second break-off was to last for two nonths.
Pannmunjom six mles south of Kaesong, was the site of subsequent
truce tal ks.

On 25 Cctober the Communi sts had dropped their insistence



that the 38th Parallel should serve as a demarcation line. The
i ne which sub-del egations then agreed on closely followed wth
the existing front, passing slightly north of Minsan and Chorwon
and t hrough Kunsong, Miundung and Kosong; and the del egations

t hensel ves adopted this proposal on 27 Novenber. Should an
armstice agreenent follow within 30 days, the line was to remain
the sanme, regardl ess of any changes in the battle-line -

ot herwi se a new demarcation |ine wuld have to be drawn.

Al though within the Commonwealth Division it was understood
that the opposing forces had agreed to refrain from of fensi ve
operations during the period for which the demarcation |line as
descri bed was valid, the eneny continued to shell and nortar our
positions and to send out patrols. Qur artillery was soon
authorized to resune its normal tasks, and the restrictions
affecting the infantry were gradually lifted. On the night of
10- 11 Decenber a conpany of the Patricias raided H Il 227 and the
RCR despatched a fighting patrol to Hill 166. Both groups
reached their objectives, inflicted casualties on the eneny, and
returned with useful information concerning the Chinese defences.

The period for which the demarcation line was to remain in
ef fect passed without an arm stice agreenment being reached. By
this time the negotiators at Pannunj om had begun to consider a
gquestion which was to prove even nore troubl esone: the exchange
of prisoners of war. That subject nerits separate treatnent in a
| ater chapter.






Part 111
HOLDING THE LINE,
1951 - 1953
The First General Rotation

Wth the winter of 1951-52 a new phase of the Korean war
began. Until the end of hostilities in 1953, the United Nations
forces held and inproved their positions, patrolled in No Man's
Land and beat off |ocal Communi st attacks.

The 25th Canadi an Bri gade continued to hold the positions
which it had taken over in Novenber until the third week of
January |1952. This period was one of what cane to be called
"normal " activity. Already the defensive |ayouts were assum ng
their final formand units were occupyi ng and reoccupying the
sanme famliar ground. The Canadi ans were relieved by the 28th
Commonweal th Brigade and thereafter spent six weeks in divisional
reserve. They then relieved the 29th British Brigade in
positions astride the Sam -chon, with two battalions west of the
vall ey and one to the east. The welcone end of winter saw sone
increase in eneny activity against the Cormonweal th sector. On
t he night of 25-26 March a conpany of the Chinese 188th D vision
(63rd Arny) surrounded and attacked a 1st Princess Patricia's
Canadi an Light Infantry platoon position inmediately west of the
Sam -chon, but wthdrew two and a half hours |ater, |eaving
behi nd 25 dead and one prisoner.

By this time preparations were well under way for the
rotation of Canadian units in the theatre. Advance parties of
sone of the relieving units had already arrived by air, the main
bodies followi ng by sea. The first major unit to be relieved was
No. 54 Transport Conpany RCASC, which conpleted "handover"™ to No.
23 on 11 April.

Between the 14th and the |19th the divisional boundaries were
shifted eastward by two battalion frontages. The new right
sector was taken over by the 29th Brigade, the 28th going into
reserve. The 25th Brigade's right flank - the position east of
the Sam -chon, held by the 2nd Royal 22e Régi nent - becane the
left. The 2nd Royal Canadi an Regi nent and the 1st Patricias, on
being relieved by battalions of the 1st U S. Marine D vision
(which now held the 1st U S. Corps' left flank), assuned
responsibility for what becane the centre and right,
respectively, of the Canadian front.

Wil e these adjustnments were in progress the 1st RCR
commanded by Lieut.-Colonel P. R Bingham and Lieut.-



Colonel L. F. Trudeau's 1lst Royal 22e began to replace their
second battalions. Men not eligible for rotation with the 2nd
RCR were concentrated in two rifle conpanies which were to conme
under Col onel Bi nghamis command, while the "ineligibles" of the
2nd Vi ngt-deux were absorbed into all four of Colonel Trudeau's
rifle conpanies. The turn-over of the Royal 22e was conpleted on
24 April and that of the RCR next day.

The fourth major unit to | eave Korea was No. 25 Canadi an
Fi el d Anbul ance, which gave place to No. 37 on 27 April. On the
sane date command of the Brigade G oup passed to Brigadier
M P. Bogert, whom Brigadi er Rocki ngham on his return to Canada,
was to succeed as Director Ceneral of Mlitary Training. In My
the 57th I ndependent Field Squadron RCE was relieved by the 23rd
Field Squadron, and the 2nd Regi ment RCHA by the 1st RCHA. The
| ast of the original CASF units to depart was "C' Squadron Lord
Strat hcona's Horse, which was replaced by the Strathconas' "B"
Squadron on 8 June. No. 2 Admnistrative Unit, No. 25
Rei nf orcenent Group and ot her Canadian units in the Far East
continued to function under the sane nanes, though with new
personnel .

Rot ati on and ot her devel opnents had brought about many
changes in the Commonweal th Division's order of battle. By the
end of June 1952 the major arnoured, artillery and infantry
conponents were:

5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards

"B" Squadron Lord Strathcona' s Horse

1st Regi ment RCHA

14t h Field Regi ment RA

| 6th Field Regi nent RNZA

61st Light Regi ment RA*

["*Three nortar batteries and one |ocating and
light anti-aircraft battery.]

25th Brigade: 1st Royal Canadi an Regi nent, 1st Princess
Patricia' s Canadian Light Infantry, 1st Royal 22e Régi nent.

28th Brigade: 1st King's Om Scottish Borderers, 1st King's
Shropshire Light Infantry, 1st Royal Australian Reginment, 3rd
Royal Australian Regi ment.

29th Brigade: 1st Royal Norfol k Reginent, 1st Wl ch



Regi ment, 1st Bl ack Watch (Royal Highland Regi nent).

Di vi si onal Headquarters, which had becone nore w dely
"Commonweal th" in its conposition, now included 27 Canadi ans.
Lieut.-Colonel NN G WIson Smth was now GSO I, command of the
1st Patricias having passed to Lieut.-Colonel J. R Canmeron. The
original Assistant Director of Medical Services (the senior
medi cal appointnment in a division), a British officer, had been
succeeded by Colonel G L. Morgan Smth, a Canadi an

Patrols Against the Boot and Hill 113

In the mddle of May the 1st Corps began to di spatch strong
fighting patrols - one fromevery forward battalion each week -
in order to snatch prisoners.

The 1st Patricias sent out such a patrol to an eneny-held
hill known as "the Boot" on the night of the 20th-21st. The
party consisted of one officer and 32 nen, including two snipers,
two wirel ess operators and two pioneers, and was divided into a
firmbase group, a covering fire section and a fighting section;
the | ast-naned was nmade up of a headquarters, two Sten groups and
two Bren groups. Supporting fire was provided by a troop of the
Strathconas, a troop of the 1st Regi nent RCHA, and the unit
nortar and machi ne-gun platoons. The firm base group established
itself on the floor of the Nabu-ri valley at el even o' clock, the
mai n body passing through at m dnight. Reaching the base of the
hill without interference, the covering fire section took up a
position sonme 50 yards bel ow the eneny's trenches, while the
remai nder continued on up the slope. But now, as the party cane
within 20 yards of his main position, the eneny opened fire with
every platoon weapon. Five of the Patricias were wounded, one of
whom | ater di ed; anong the other four was the patrol |eader,
Lieut. D. A M ddl eton.

Hi s group outnunbered three to one in imediate fighting
strength, Lieut. Mddleton ordered a withdrawal. The
second-i n-command, Corporal J. G Dunbar, supervised the recovery
of casualties, and it was only at the |ast nonent that he
realized that the officer was wounded. Lieut. M ddleton, anxious
not to hanper the withdrawal, urged the NCO to | eave hi m behi nd;
but Corporal Dunbar insisted on carrying himto safety. At one
poi nt, exhausted, he laid the Oficer down and cal |l ed on anot her
menber of the patrol for assistance, whereupon that sol dier
pi cked Dunbar up and carried himsonme di stance before the
corporal could persuade himthat he had the wong man! | n due
course the party arrived back wwth all its wounded. Eneny | osses
indicted by the patrol were estimted at seven wounded or kil l ed.

Unfortunately such patrols as this, in their very



aggressi veness and frequency, failed in their primary purpose;
for as the eneny |learned to anticipate our actions it becane nore
difficult to take himalive. Perhaps the nost nearly successful
of these patrols was one dispatched by the RCR on 31 May. This
party, 23 strong, was nade up of two assault sections and a firm
base group. Directly in charge of one section was the patrol

| eader, Lieut. A. A S. Peterson, the other two groups being
commanded by NCOs. Wapons included six Brens (two in each
group), machi ne-carbines, grenades, and a 2-inch nortar in the
firmbase. The objective was Point 113, sone 500 yards
north-east of the point at which the raiders were to cross the
Nabu-ri stream The patrol's entering the valley, at about 8:30
in the evening, was coordinated with an air strike on the
objective. On reaching the base of the hill, Lieut. Peterson
call ed down prearranged artillery fire on the upper slopes, then
led his nmen to the first of three lines of trenches. Finding no
eneny here, he set up his firmbase and noved on to the next
line, his own section in the lead. The artillery fire was

st opped before the raiders arrived dangerously close to it,
further support being provided by tanks, whose direct fire
enabled themto "shoot in" the patrol alnost all the way to its
final objective. The internmediate line of trenches al so was
unmanned, the defenders having taken to their bunkers. VWhile the
second section began to search the position, Peterson's group
pressed on to the top of the hill.

The whole feature proved to be held by a reinforced pl atoon.
The eneny in the uppernost position canme out fighting, and those
in the bunkers hal fway down the hill were now giving battle to
the patrol's second section. One Chinese surrendered, but |ater
made a dash for freedom which cost himhis life; four others were
killed and as many nore apparently wounded. The patrol managed
to bring back all its own casualties - four wounded - and all its
weapons, as well as much new know edge of the eneny's defences.

O her actions of this series were simlarly eventful, and
all were a severe test of the soldier's courage, skill and
resour cef ul ness; though none of the patrols succeeded in bringing
back a live eneny prisoner. Between the 20th and the 24th the
Patricias sent out a platoon size patrol to Point 133, the RCR
staged a conpany raid on 113, and the Royal 22e dispatched a

patrol nore than 40 strong to the "Sam -chon feature". None of
t hese actions was successful, and the cost was hi gh-52
casual ties, of which nine were fatal. A novel aspect of the

third operation was that the raiders wore body arnmour, partially
splinter-proof vests provided on |oan by the 1st U S. Mrine
Di vi si on.

In May the Canadi an Brigade carried out nore than 480
patrols of all types-419 standing, 43 anbush, 20 fighting and two



reconnai ssance-and during June al nost 550 Casualties for the
period totalled 21 killed, 109 wounded and one taken prisoner.
Not all these | osses occurred in patrol actions: a nunber
resulted fromthe eneny's artillery fire, which was becom ng
heavi er and nore effective at this tine.

The 25th Brigade turned over its positions to the 28th
Commonweal th Brigade at the end of June. During the next six
weeks, while in divisional reserve, the Canadi ans worked on the
Wom ng and Kansas defences and underwent refresher training.
Their tanks had a busy time firing on drifting debris and
floating mnes on the swollen Imin, in an attenpt to protect

"Teal" and "Pintail" bridges against damage. Unfortunately the
former was washed out; but by md Septenber, when the flood had
abated, "Pintail" bridge still stood and "Teal" was being
restored.

Canadian Troops on Koje Island

On various offshore islands, South Korean and Anerican
troops were guardi ng many thousands of war prisoners, nostly
North Koreans. Since the opening of truce negotiations the
prisoners on Koje Island (25 m | es south-west of Pusan) had been
staging riots, and had nurdered nore than 100 of their own nunber
for anti-Communi st |eanings. Early in May they seized the
Anmeri can commandant of the canp and held himcaptive for three
days. At the end of the nonth, when the command had passed to
Bri gadi er - General Haydon L. Boatner, there began an operation to
nove sone 40, 000 prisoners into new, 500-man conpounds where they
could be nore easily controlled. This turned out to be a
difficult and dangerous task, and it soon becane evident that the
guard woul d have to be reinforced by other U N troops.

On 22 May, Eighth Arny Headquarters issued an order calling
upon the Commonwealth Division to furnish two rifle conpanies for
this purpose - one British and one Canadian. The British
det achnment was provided by the 1st King' s Shropshire Light
Infantry, the Canadian by the RCR The latter detachnent,
consisting of "B" Conpany and attached signallers, cooks and
stretcher-bearers, |left the brigade area in vehicles on the
nmorning of the 23rd; it sailed from Pusan on the evening of the
24t h, and reached the island the next norning. Meanwhile the
Royal 22e, reinforced by a conpany of the King's Om Scottish
Borderers, had extended itself to fill the gap in the Canadi an
def ences.

The two Commonweal t h detachnments, of which the KSLI conpany
commander served as co-ordinating officer, were placed under
command of the Anerican 92nd MIlitary Police Battalion. General
Boat ner, greeting the Canadians on their arrival in the battalion



area, informed the detachnent commander, Major E. L. Cohen, that
his troops m ght have one week to get settled in and to undergo
t he necessary special training. An unexpected variety of goods
and services had to be requested of the canp authorities, who
"co-operated admrably, and without red tape". The speci al

trai ning which the Canadi ans received consisted mainly of riot
drill and instruction on the Anmerican nedi um machi ne gun.

On 4 June the RCR detachnent relieved the KSLI guard on
Conmpound 66, which housed sone 3200 North Korean officers. Both
Commonweal t h conpani es, working in 24-hour shifts, were enpl oyed
here for three weeks. The tinme passed w thout any major
incidents occurring in this particular conpound, though in the
sane period Major Cohen acconpanied troops of the 187th U. S.
Airborne Infantry Regi nment in what proved quite a bl oody
operation to transfer prisoners from another conpound into
smal | er enclosures; the inmates resisted with spears, clubs and
i nprovi sed grenades, killing sone of their own nen who offered to
submt. The evacuation of Conpound 66, on the other hand,
proceeded in a quiet and orderly manner.

Anmong a nunber of distinguished visitors whomthe canp
received in this period was Canada's ex- Governor GCeneral
Fi el d- Marshal the Earl Al exander, who was now Britain's Mnister
of Defence. Following a visit to the front, the Field Mrshal
arrived at General Boatner's head quarters on 16 June, and
i nspected a guard of honour provided by the two Comonweal t h
conpani es.

Towards the end of June these conpani es assunmed security
responsibilities for a new enclosure; this was divided into four
sub units, each consisting of 500 to 550 prisoners. The
reorgani zati on had produced nore than the desired effect: the
captives were now not only docile but even friendly.

Bri gadi er Bogert, visiting the canp early in July attended a
prisoners' sports neet, after which one of the participants
presented himwith a weath. Next day (the 8th) marked the end
of the Commonwealth force's active duty on Koje. Two days |ater,
to the apparently genuine regret of the prisoners, the RCR
detachnment left to rejoin its battalion. General Boatner was on
hand at the dock to congratulate the troops on their fine
performance, while the 187th Reginent's band played farewell.
The rel ati ons between Canadi an and other U N. troops on Koje had
been friendly throughout, and the detachnent had apparently made
a favourable inpression on all concerned, not excluding the
prisoners.

The decision to detach Canadi an troops for this special duty
had been nmade by the U N Command w thout the prior know edge of
t he Canadi an Governnent. This had aroused sonme political concern



and sone di scussion i n Canada.
The RCR on Hill 355

Returning to the front between 8 and 10 August, the Canadi an
Brigade relieved the 29th British Brigade in the Comonweal t h
Division's right sector, opposite the boundary between the 39th
and 40th Chinese Armies. The brigade front |ay between what had
been the villages of Paujol-gol and Kojanhari saemal, the Royal
22e being on the left, the Patricias on the right and the RCR on
Hll 355, in the centre. During the next three nonths the
Bri gade was to experience heavier shelling and nortaring than in
any other period in the line. Heavy rains occasionally silenced
the eneny's artillery, but would then further damage the trenches
and bunkers; and as the skies cleared and the nud began to dry,

t he Chinese would resune shelling on a still greater scale.
Attention was given to the inprovenent of defences; and at the
end of the nonth the Canadi ans began once nore to send out
fighting patrols.

Early in Septenber General Cassels turned over command of
the Comonwealth Division to another British officer, Mjor-
General M M Al ston-Roberts-Wst. One of the first orders
i ssued by the new divisional conmander was that, in view of the
conti nued eneny shelling, the forward troops should wear steel
helmets at all tines.

On 24 Septenber the RCR sent a patrol consisting of Lieut.
H R Gardner and five nen of "B" Conpany to a known eneny
position 1000 yards north-west of H Il 227. The party entered No
Man's Land at approxinmately 3:30 in the norning and, by first
light, had established a firm base sonme 200 yards east of its
objective. Finding no one on the latter, Lieut. Gardner,
acconpani ed by Corporal K E. Fowl er, nmade his way to the eneny
kitchen area. Here they broke a tel ephone wire, and a Chi nese
signaller who cane to investigate the failure of conmunications
suddenly found hinself their prisoner. Three woul d-be rescuers
were killed or wounded by the firm base group. Although under
fire fromother Chinese, the entire patrol managed to get back
safely, with the captive still in tow. The prisoner turned out
to be fromthe 346th Regiment (of the 116th Division, 39th Arny).

It was about this tine that the Chinese began a series of
limted attacks in the central and western sectors. Such
operations did not for sone tine directly affect the Commonweal th
Di vision, but an increase in hostile shelling early in Cctober
suggested that the eneny was soon to strike in this direction;
anot her warning factor was his sharp reaction to our patrols. On
the night of 12-13 COctober "B" Conpany of the RCR staged a raid
against H Il 227, and was anbushed short of the objective. A



brisk firefight ensued, during which Major Cohen received the
order to wthdraw. The conpany's casualties in this action were
two killed and 12 wounded. Three nights |ater a 25-man patrol of
the Patricias, clashing with a Chinese platoon in the area of
Hll 217, lost two killed and ei ght wounded.

Since early Septenber the RCR had been guarding Hill 355
(referred to by the press as "Little Gbraltar”) with five
conpanies - the four normal rifle conpanies plus a fifth, known
as "E' Conpany, specially created fromunit resources. The
conpany di spositions on the evening of 22 COctober were as
follows: "A" in a line running due west fromthe summt of the
hill; "B" inmedi ately east of the saddl e between Little G braltar
and Hi Il 227; "E' Conpany to the left of "B"; and "C' and "D"
Conpani es behind "E' and "A", respectively.

Between the 17th and the 22nd the eneny's artillery and
nortars had been very active against the area which "B" Conpany
occupied on the latter date. Consequently Mjor Cohen found the
field defences very badly damaged and nost of the tel ephone lines
cut; and many of the weapon pits in which the reserve amunition
was stored had caved in. In view of the Iikelihood of an eneny
attack the conpany mai ntained an al nost total "stand to" al
ni ght, one occupant of each fighting slit watching while the
other rested at the bottomof the trench.” One man of the
| eft - hand pl atoon shot three nenbers of an eneny patrol -one of
several probing parties that were reported that night.

So grave was the state of the defences and shelters on the
right that, on the norning of the 23rd, the conpany commander
wi thdrew No. 6 Platoon fromthat flank and doubled it up with No.
5, in the centre. Eneny shelling during the day caused several
casual ties and kept nost of the conpany underground; it made
i npossi ble any effective work on the defences or on |ine
communi cati ons and w ought further havoc on both, and prevented
ammuni tion and fresh rations from being brought forward. Plans
to reorganize, refit and feed the conpany after dark canme to
nought; for shortly after six the eneny put down a very heavy
artillery concentration - a thousand rounds within ten m nutes on
"B" Conpany alone - and then assaulted with infantry.

Owm ng to the darkness, the confused nature of the fighting

* Normally there woul d have been a 100 percent stand to
only at dust and first light, with perhaps one-third of the
conpany standi ng guard while the remai nder patrolled, worked or
slept. Reliefs were so arranged, when feasible, as to permt
each man to have two or four hours' sleep at night, in addition
to what he m ght get by day (when only a skeleton force was
requi red on the posts.



and the |l ack of communi cations, the situation unfolded itself
only gradually during the next three hours. No. 4, the platoon on
the left, had been dislodged by the first rush. Major Cohen, his
last link with Battalion Headquarters gone, had transferred his
command post to "A" Conpany's area, while the commander of No. 5
Pl at oon had established a position between his fornmer area and
the new conpany CP. The battalion's acting CO

Maj or Francis Kl enavic, now ordered tank and nortar fire on the
ground that had been lost, and called "D' Conpany forward for a
counter-attack.

The counter-attack force, having turned over its position to a
conpany of the 1st Royal Fusiliers, arrived at about nine
o' cl ock; but Major Klenavic decided not to conmt it inmediately.
First he brought down all avail able supporting fire on "B"
Conpany's forner area to forestall a threatened attack on "E"
Conpany, and ordered out a patrol fromthe latter to investigate.
The patrol, returning at about half-past eleven, reported |ight
machi ne guns firing from"B" Conpany's bunkers. The counter
attack went in towards md night, one platoon of "D' Conpany
movi ng up through "A", another through "E'. The |eft-hand
pl at oon encount ered consi derabl e resi stance and suffered sone
casualties, but by the tine the two groups reached the objective
t he eneny was no | onger there.

The last troops to | eave the position, however, were not the
Chi nese. Lieut. Gardner and sonme nen of Nos. 5 and 6 Pl atoons had
held out to the traditional "last round", and then played dead.
Gardner hinself, after having shot five of the attackers, had
been wounded.

Through shelling during the day, and in the night's action,
the unit had suffered 75 casualties-18 killed, 43 wounded and 14
captured. The eneny force, estimted at one battalion, had |eft
ni ne dead behi nd and dragged away many others. Three days |ater
one of our patrols discovered six nore dead Chinese in or near
si x |l arge bunkers, which apparently had served as a form ng-up
pl ace for the attack and subsequently as a reginental aid post.
Pi oneers of the RCR bl ew up these bunkers.

On the night of 26-27 Cctober the Commonweal th Division's
ri ght boundary was shifted westward, a battalion of the 1st ROK
Division relieving the Patricias. The latter noved to a reserve
position on the Wom ng Line. The RCR and the Royal 22e remai ned
forward for five nore days, after which the 28th Brigade took
over the Canadi an sector. Thus ended one of the Brigade' s nost
trying periods of the war, and certainly its nost costly-in |ess
than three nonths the RCR had suffered 191 casualties, the
Patricias 18, and the Vingt-deux 74.



The Patricias®™ Second Rotation

The wi thdrawal of the 1st PPCLI fromthe |ine marked the end
of that unit's operations in Korea. Already encanped at Lieut.-
Col onel Caneron's "B" Echel on was the repl acenent battalion, the
3rd Patricias, who had put to sea early in Cctober. Their
advance party, consisting of the CO (Lieut.-Colonel H F. Wod)
and certain of his officers, had flown to the theatre in the
m ddl e of the nonth; and each nenber was now |iving and working
with his first battalion counterpart. Oher officers and NCGCs,
having since | anded with the main body, were attached as
observers to all three battalions of the Brigade. On conpletion
of the handover, on 3 Novenber, the 1st and 3rd PPCLI
i nt erchanged positions; and eight days later the first battalion
began its honmeward j ourney.

This was but one of a nunber of rotations which had taken
pl ace wthin the Cormonweal th Division since the early sumer of
1952, as the list of infantry battalions now serving shows:

25th Brigade: 1st Royal Canadi an Regi nent, 3rd Princess
Patricia' s Canadian Light Infantry, 1st Royal 22e Régi nent.

28th Brigade: 1st Royal Fusiliers, 1st Durham Li ght
Infantry, 1st Royal Australian Reginent, 3rd Royal Australian
Regi ment .

29th Brigade: 1st King's Regi nent (Liverpool), 1st Duke of
Wel lington's Reginent, 1st Bl ack Watch.

The 29th Brigade, on the left of the 28th, held positions on
either side of the Sam -chon. Flow ng eastward into this river
about 5000 yards above its junction with the Injin was an unnaned
stream its valley was dom nated by a crest-1line which, running
t hrough a feature known as "the Hook", continued sout heastward
for a further 1500 yards to Hill 146. The 1st Bl ack Watch was
guarding this line with one conpany on the Hook, another on 146,
a third conpany in between, and the fourth on H Il 121 (south of
t he Hook). One conpany of the Royal 22e, under command of the
Hi ghl anders, was in sem -reserve near Kul chon, m dway between
Hll 146 and the Sam -chon.

Standing two and a half mles north of Sanggorangpo, the
Hook dom nated nuch of our rear areas, for which reason it was a
favourite objective of eneny attacks. In this sanme area the 1st
Patricias, as we have seen, had repul sed an attack in March. The
first operational role allotted their third battalion was that of
counter-attacking the Hook and certain other Black Watch
positions in the event of their |loss to the Chinese.



On the night of 18-19 Novenber the eneny, attacking in
battalion strength, succeeded in gaining a foot-hold on the Hook.
The Bl ack Watch conpany on H Il 146 nounted an i nmedi ate
counter-attack, and while fighting was still in progress "C'
Conpany of the 3rd Patricias cane forward to reinforce it if
necessary; nmeanwhile "B" Conpany had taken over the defence
of 146. By first light the Hi ghl anders had conpletely cleared
the main position, and the PPCLI counter-attack conpany occupi ed
the feature without difficulty. British and Canadi an sol diers
now co-operated in the evacuation of casualties, both on the Hook
itself and on an outpost imediately to the north. |In attenpting
to search a second outpost position, however, a Black Watch
sol dier was killed and a Canadi an pl at oon commander wounded by
eneny small-arns fire. Sporadic shelling caused a nunber of
ot her Canadi an casualties. "C' Conpany remai ned on the Hook
until 22 Novenber, when it was relieved by a Bl ack Watch conpany,
and "B" Conpany continued to hold H Il 146 until the 24th. The
battalion spent the rest of the nonth in training and in
preparation for the 25th Brigade's return to the line.

Meanwhi |l e, on the 12th, the 1st PPCLI had reached Pusan;
here, at the U N Cenetery, it held a service in honour of both
its own dead and those of the 2nd Patricias. Next day the
battalion set sail for Japan; and on the 22nd, after spending a
week at No. 25 Reinforcenent Goup, it boarded a Seattl e-bound
ship. The unit subsequently reassenbled at Cal gary, where it
resuned its former role in the defence of Canada.

Winter on the Hook

At the end of Novenber General West began to redeploy his
forces so that, instead of two brigades being forward and one in
reserve, all three brigades were in the |line and each had one
battalion in reserve. The new arrangenent afforded each brigade
commander the advantages of a narrower front to control and of
defence in depth; it also provided himwith a ready counter-
attack force. The 28th Brigade continued to hold the Division's
right sector, the British Brigade side-stepped to take over the
centre of the front, and the Canadi ans noved up on the left.

Bri gadi er Bogert assigned the Royal 22e to the Yongdong feature
and the Patricias to the Hook, and placed the RCR (|l ess one
conpany under Lieut.-Colonel Wod' s command) in reserve behind
t he PPCLI position.

The next two nonths proved to be a relatively quiet period,
the chief activity being inprovenent of the defensive works,
particularly on the Hook. This was a continuation of a project
which the British had started early in Novenber; and its
i nportance had been denonstrated in the attack of the 18th-19th,
prior to which the Chinese artillery had flattened the open



defences. The defenders, having tunnels in which to take
shelter, had called down artillery fire on their own position and
thus prevented its being overrun by the assaulting infantry.

| medi ately on the 25th Brigade's return to the front, a troop of
the 23rd Field Squadron carried on with the tunnelling programe;
and |ater the entire squadron, assisted by Korean | abour, joined
in. Although working in solid rock and frozen ground, in January
1953 al one they constructed over 70,000 cubic feet of tunnel.
During the whole period in the line, the infantry - with RCE and
Korean assi stance - deepened and extended its trenches,

rei nforced conmmand posts, observation posts and bunkers, and
install ed additional earthworks of all types.

Patrolling, while by no neans negl ected, was not as strongly
enphasi zed as it had been in the early sumrer; nor, at |east as
far as the Canadi ans were concerned, did any nore conpany raids
take place. The eneny's artillery was considerably |ess active
now than it had been in previous nonths, and his infantry
refrained fromattacks on any such scale as those against the RCR
and the Black Watch in Cctober and Novenber. As a result of
t hese conditions, Canadian casualties in Decenber 1952 and
January 1953 were 57 - 12 killed and 45 wounded - conpared with
131 in May and June 1952 and 232 in Septenber and COctober.

Towards the end of Decenber the RCR relieved the Patricias,
the latter becom ng brigade reserve. As before, the reserve
battalion contributed one conpany to the battalion defending the
Hook. The Royal 22e remained on the Yongdong feature until
30 January.

Next day, for the first tinme in the 18 nonths since its
i nception, the Coomonweal th Division was wthdrawn into reserve;
its new | ocati on was about seven mles south-west of the
I mjin-Hantan junction. Only the divisional artillery remained
forward, its role being to support the relieving force, the 2nd
US Infantry Division. (As it included a nunber of non-Anmerican
units, this formation was sonetinmes referred to, unofficially, as
the 2nd U N. Division.) The Commonweal th Division remained in
reserve until early April, during which tine it carried out
trai ning exercises on battalion, brigade and divisional |evels.
In the | argest of these exercises, one directed by Corps
Headquarters and code-naned "Eveready", Divisional Headquarters
together with all its brigade and battalion headquarters and the
whol e of the 29th Brigade counter-attacked a hypothetical eneny
penetration in the Chorwon sector.

Korean Personnel with the Canadian Forces

In their very early operations, the reader may recall, the
2nd Patricias had enpl oyed Korean | abour to carry supplies over



t he rugged and al nost roadless terrain. This custom which
practically all the U N forces had adopted in order to conserve
their own resources of nmanpower, renained in effect throughout
hostilities. In Japan, as well, extensive use was nade of

"i ndi genous" | abour. How gl oony and austere would any canp there
have seened wi thout its Japanese waitresses and housegirls! Mst
drivers in the base al so were Japanese, and these nen were found
to be extrenely efficient and conscienti ous.

In the course of the canpaign the Korean Service Corps,

simlar to a pioneer corps, was fornmed as a part of the ROK Arny.
The 120t h Regi nent KSC was attached to the 1st Commonweal t h

Di vi sion, one conpany being allotted to each infantry battalion
and ot her conpanies to the engineers. Although their duties were
of a non-conbatant nature, it nust not be overlooked that in
carrying them out KSC details were frequently exposed to
shellfire. Light donestic services were provided by Korean boys,
many of whom were honel ess war orphans. These little fellows
soon devel oped a warm feeling towards the units which enpl oyed
them and wore their badges. In view of the nunbers of attached
Koreans it was necessary to engage still others as interpreters.
Deal i ngs between its own forces and those of other nationalities
led the ROK Arny to furnish additional interpreters and al so

Engl i sh-speaking Iiaison officers. One such LO becane, in
effect, one of the |ongest-serving officers of the 25th Bri gade -
Lieut. Yung Jo Kim whose association with Canadian units dated
as far back as March 1951.

Shortly before its return to the line, in the spring of
1953, the Conmmonweal th Division was reinforced by 1000 Korean
sol di ers known as "Katcons" (Korean Augnentation to
Commonweal th). To help neet the special adm nistrative probl ens
posed by such an arrangenent, the ROK Arny attached a |iaison
mssion to t Divisional Headquarters. The reinforcenents were
all otted-approximately 100 to each infantry battalion and 30 to
the divisional signals-for all purposes except pay; thus, about
the end of March, the Canadi an Bri gade recei ved 300 Katcons.
Since these sol diers had been trained exclusively on Amrerican
weapons it was necessary for their new units to give thema short
course on Commonweal th small arms. They were then assigned to
rifle conpanies, two or three to a section, and each was paired
off wwth a Coormonwealth soldier with whomhe |ived and carried
out all duties. Despite |anguage difficulties the scheme proved
successful ; for the Korean nmakes a good soldier, especially in
ni ght operati ons.

The Second General Rotation

The begi nning of the Katcom progranme coi nci ded roughly with
the Division's return to the front and with the second | arge



rotation of Canadian units. Towards the end of March the 1st
Royal Canadi an Regi nent, No. 23 Transport Conpany and the 23rd
Fi el d Squadron handed over to the 3rd RCR, No. 56 Transport
Conpany and the 59th I ndependent Field Squadron. The next major
unit to be withdrawn was No. 191 Infantry Wrkshop RCEME, which
had retained that title through the previous rotation; its relief
was No. 23 Infantry Wrkshop. The 1st Royal 22e Régi ment gave
place to its third battalion on 21 April. Also on that date,

Bri gadi er Bogert turned over his conmand to Bri gadier

J. V. Allard. The 81st Field Regiment RCA replaced the 1st

Regi ment RCHA on 22 April, and nine days later No. 38 Field
Anmbul ance took over from No. 37. The | ast conponent to be
affected was again the arnour, "A" Squadron of the Strathconas
taking over from"B" Squadron on 24 May. As in the first
rotation, nost other Canadian units in the Far East had changed
their personnel without losing their collective identities.

* * %

Wth the exception of the Black Watch, whose place was taken
by the 1st Royal Scots early in July, the conposition of the
Commonweal th Division (less services) fromthe end of May to the
armstice stood as foll ows:

1st Royal Tank Regi nent

"A" Squadron Lord Strathcona' s Horse

16th Field Regi mnent RNZA

20th Field Regi nent RA

81st Field Reginment RCA

61st Light Regi ment RA

74th Medium Battery RA

28th Field Engi neer Regi nment
(12th Field Squadron RE, 55th Field
Squadron RE, 59th | ndependent Field
Squadr on RCE)

64t h Field Park Squadron RE

25th Brigade: 3rd Royal Canadi an Regi nent, 3rd Princess
Patricia' s Canadian Light Infantry, 3rd Royal 22e Régi nent.

28th Brigade: 1st Royal Fusiliers, 1st Durham Li ght
Infantry, 2nd Royal Australian Reginent, 3rd Royal Australian



Regi ment .

29th Brigade: 1st King's Regi nent, 1st Duke of Wellington's
Regi nent, 1st Bl ack Watch.

Between 6 and 8 April the Commonwealth Division had relieved
the 2nd U.S. Infantry Division on H Il 355 and across the
Sam -chon to the Hook. GCeneral West again enployed all three
bri gades forward: the 28th Commonwealth on the right, the 29th
British on the | eft and the 25th Canadi an Brigade in the centre.
Wthin the Canadi an sector the 1st Royal 22e and subsequently
the 3rd RCR were on the right, on ground which the 2nd RCR had
captured in QOperation "Conmando" in Cctober 1951; on the left,
now hol ding the 2nd PPCLI's "Conmando" objectives, were the 3rd
Patri ci as.

It is convenient at this point to review the contributions
of various countries to the United Nations force. They were as
foll ows: United States, the bulk of the U N naval and air
forces, and in April 1953 approximately half of the Ei ghth Arny
(seven divisions and many ot her troops); Britain, one aircraft
carrier, two cruisers, eight destroyers, and certain other naval
marine and air elenents, plus about half the Commonweal th
Di vi sion; Turkey, a brigade group; Australia, one aircraft
carrier, tw destroyers, one frigate, a fighter squadron, an air
transport squadron, and two infantry battalions; The Philippines,
a battalion conbat team Thailand, an infantry battalion, two
corvettes and an air transport squadron; France, an infantry
battalion and a patrol gunboat; Greece, an infantry battalion and
an air transport squadron; New Zealand, two frigates and one
reginment of field artillery; The Netherlands, a destroyer and an
infantry battalion; Colombia, an infantry battalion and a
frigate; South Africa, a fighter squadron; Belgium and Ethiopia,
each an infantry battalion; and Luxembourg, one conpany (in the
Bel gi an battalion). Canada, as we have seen, was represented by
three destroyers, a brigade group and an air transport squadron.

South Korea, wth a quarter of a mllion nmen nowin the
field, had beconme the greatest single contributor to the ground
forces; and ROK sailors, marines and airnmen also were serving the
United Nations. Denmark, India, Italy (though not then a nenber
of the U N ), Norway and Sweden had provided nedical units. (An
account of the Norwegian Mobile Arny Surgical Hospital's work in
Korea mentions that it treated 1241 Canadians during its tinme
there.) Japan, too, aided the cause in serving as a base.



Part 1V
THE END OF THE FIGHTING
The Attack on the 3rd RCR

The period of front-line duty which the 1st Comonweal t h
Di vision began in April 1953 was its |ast of the Korean war.
Al t hough the cl osing nonths of the canpaign were far from quiet,
only one strong attack cane agai nst the 25th Canadi an Bri gade.

On the night of 19-20 April the 3rd Royal Canadi an Regi nment,
entering the line for the first tine, relieved the homeward bound
1st Royal 22e Réginment on the nore southerly of the two Hills
187. To the left of this position, guarding the Yongdong feature
and the Hook, was the 29th British Brigade. On the right was the
3rd Princess Patricia' s Canadian Light Infantry, and to its right
the 28th Commonweal th Brigade. The boundary between the 25th and
the 28th Brigade |ay opposite the right flank of the Chinese
First Army and the left of the 46th Arny.

The RCR position resenbled the palmof a great, gnarled
hand. Hill 187 itself represented the base of the thunb, from
which three finger-like ridges ran westward, pointing towards the
| oner reaches of the Nabu-ri stream The CO, Lieut.-Col onel
K. L. Canmpbell, assigned "A" Conpany to 187 and "C'" to the first
"finger"; he placed "B" Conpany on the second and third fingers
and "D' as at the base of a fourth. "C', his right forward
conpany, had two platoons on Point 97 and its headquarters and
t he other platoon on Point 123. The battalion's defences had not
suffered as badly either fromeneny shelling or fromthe weather
as had those of H Il 355 in the autum of 1952, nor were they as
wel | devel oped as the Hook position; they were representative of
the divisional front in general.

I n accordance with divisional policy, Colonel Canpbell
ordered that the wire be thickened, the trenches deepened and
gaps in the systemfilled, and the fire bays and bunkers
reinforced - especially in the case of "C' Conpany, whose
position was a favourite target of the Chinese artillery and
nortars. Eneny patrols, neanwhile, were treating No Man's Land
al nost as though it were their property, an inpression which
Commonweal th commanders resolved to correct by increasing the
nunber of their own patrols. A patrol of "A" Conpany of the RCR
in fact, was out when the eneny struck. That was on the evening
of 2 May.

The anobunt of hostile shelling and probing pointed to an
attack in near future. There was little indication, however,
that the Chinese had chosen this particular time for it-no sharp



increase in his patrol activity, no change in his shelling
habits. For the RCR as a whole, 2 May was a quiet day; for "C'

Conmpany, as usual, it was one of fairly heavy shelling and
nortaring. One man was killed in the afternoon when a platoon OP
on Hll 97 received a direct hit, and three others were wounded

early in the evening. The fighting strength of the conpany at
this time was about 130, including 22 Katcom soldiers. Attached
were some 60 nenbers of the Korean Service Corps, of whom
two-thirds were enployed at digging and the remai nder as porters.

The "A" Conpany patrol, 16 strong, passed through "C' at

8:30 p.m and took up a position north of Point 97 and east of
where the village of Chinchon had stood.” Its task was to anbush
any eneny patrols that m ght cone up the valley and attenpt to
penetrate between the RCR and the Patricias. No. 8 Platoon of "C
Conpany was prepared to reinforce it should the need arise; and

t he whol e conpany was still standing to, for the noon had not yet
come up. At about hal f-past ten the patrol canme under attack by
nmore than 60 Chinese, operating in three groups. The patrol

| eader was killed and half his nen either killed or captured.

Col onel Canpbell ordered the renmainder to withdraw and No. 8

Pl at oon to engage the eneny who were attenpting to cut them off.
The pl at oon commander took one of his sections forward, and soon
this group also found itself in a losing fight.

At m dnight, hours before the | ast remants of these two
parties had made their way back, the Chinese artillery put dowmn a
heavy concentration on Point 97. Then the eneny infantry
assaulted. No. 7 Platoon's conmmander, 2nd Lieut. E. H Hollyer,
called for artillery fire right on his own position, catching not
only the first wave of the attackers but a follow up force as
wel |l . Throughout the action he received the cl osest co-operation
fromLieut. L. G Coté (attached to the battalion fromthe RC
Si gnal s), who mai ntai ned comruni cati ons under these extrenely
difficult and dangerous conditions. The other platoon on Point
97 cane under attack as well, but held its ground with its own
weapons. Threatened attacks on "A" and "B" Conpanies and on the
Patricias were broken up by our supporting arns. To sonme 2000
shells which the eneny had fired, the divisional artillery
replied fourfold; the 81st Canadi an Field Reginent alone fired
4300 rounds. The RCR was al so assisted by the PPCLI nortars and
machi ne-guns, and by part of the 1st Corps artillery.

Shortly after half-past one the Chinese began to retire from
Poi nt 97, and the Commonweal th artillery, at Lieut. Hollyer's
request, lifted its fire so as to harass the withdrawal. A few
hours afterwards Col onel Canpbell took "C' Conpany out of the

“*A patrol of the 1st RCR had conpletely destroyed this
village in May 1952



battalion area for a period of rest and refitting. Its relief
was " D' Conpany, whose former position was now occupied by a
conpany of the recently arrived 3rd Royal 22e. The night's
action, araid in battalion strength, had cost the eneny nore
than 80 fatal casualties. The RCR s |losses were 25 killed, 28
wounded and seven taken prisoner, exclusive of 35 Katcom and KSC
casualties. Chinese artillery fire had also killed two Patricias
and two Canadi an gunners, and wounded seven Patricias. There is
no doubt that |osses would have been heavier but for body arnour,
whi ch, since its experinmental use by patrols in the sunmer of
1952, had becone standard equi prent for forward troops of the
Commonweal t h Di vi si on.

Over the remaining 12 weeks of the war, eneny shelling and
patrol contacts resulted in a further 104 Canadi an casualties, of
which 17 were fatal. The Canadian Arny's final total was 1543 -
309 killed, 1101 wounded and 32 prisoners of war, plus 101
"battle injuries". There were 90 deaths other than in battle.

Political Developments, 1952-53

On 16 February 1952 the cease-fire negotiators at Pannmunjom
had agreed that:

...within three (3) nonths after the arm stice agreenment is signed and becones
effective, a political conference ...of a higher level of both sides be held
by representatives appointed respectively to settle through negotiation the
guestions of the withdrawal of all foreign forces from Korea, the peaceful
settlenent of the Korean question, etc.’

But the del egates were again in deadlock with respect to concrete
arrangenents for a cease-fire and for the supervision of an
armstice, while sub-del egates were westling vainly with the
guestion of the post-war disposal of war prisoners.

By the end of April the U N forces were hol ding over
120, 000 North Korean and Chi nese prisoners, and the Conmuni sts
about 12,000 U.N. soldiers; only about two-thirds of the
Communi st prisoners wished to return to their honel ands on
rel ease, as against all but a few hundred of the South Korean and
other U N prisoners. The United Nations objected to a
conpul sory repatriation of prisoners, while the eneny insisted
that all captives be returned whether they wi shed to be or not.
The Reds, claimng their stand to be in line with the Geneva
Convention of 1949, cited a clause which had been designed sinply

“*Admral Joy's team stressed that "foreign" forces neant
non- Korean, and that "etc." did not include matters outside
Kor ea.



to ensure against forcible retention; but their real notive
appears to have been to deny deserters or woul d-be deserters any
hope of escape from Comuni sm

Bet ween Decenber 1951 and October 1952 the fate of war
prisoners was the subject of bitter and fruitless debate, and on
8 Cctober the U N Comrand called an indefinite recess in al
armstice negotiations. But only two weeks later, the question
was raised again in the seventh session of the U N GCeneral
Assenbly. Several resolutions, counter-resolutions and
amendnents were introduced and di scussed before the end of
Novenber; but the only significant devel opnent was a proposal
whi ch the Indian del egati on advanced, and which the Assenbly

adopt ed on 3 Decenber over the objections of the Soviet bloc. It
provided for a neutral comm ssion to which all prisoners would be
turned over. The comm ssion would repatriate all wlling

prisoners, but would not use force either to carry out or to
prevent such return; the disposal of unwlling prisoners would be
referred to a political conference; and if after a certain tine
this conference had failed to solve the problem "the
responsibility for their care and mai ntenance and for their
subsequent disposition shall be transferred to the United
Nations, which in all matters relating to themshall act strictly
in accordance with international law'. Comuni st China and North
Korea, whose foreign mnisters received the text of the
resolution, rejected these proposals; consequently no i nmedi ate
settlenment resulted. This resolution had, however, denonstrated
the solidarity of the non-Communi st nmenbers, and was to serve as
the basis of the agreenent that eventually was reached.

Towards the end of February 1953 Ceneral Ridgway's successor
as U N Suprene Commander, Ceneral Mark W Cark, wote the
Chi nese and North Korean conmmanders that he was wlling to begin
an exchange of sick and wounded prisoners who were fit to travel
and who wi shed to be repatriated during hostilities. He received
a favourable reply within a nonth, and with it the suggestion
that full arm stice discussions be resunmed. The exchange was
formal |y agreed upon at Panmunjomon 11 April, and was carried
out during the next three weeks. (Anong the prisoners returned
were two Canadi ans.) Meanwhile the Foreign Mnister of Comruni st
China, M. Chou En-lai, had proposed that "both parties to the
negoti ati ons should undertake to repatriate imedi ately after the
cessation of hostilities all those prisoners of war in their
cust ody who insist upon repatriation and to hand over the
remai ni ng prisoners of war to a neutral state ..." and that while
in neutral custody prisoners should be visited by explanation
teans of their own nationality. This anpunted to a qualified
acceptance of the CGeneral Assenbly's resolution of Decenber 1952.

That nmenmber which had i ntroduced the resol uti on became the



"neutral" state in question. It is true that India had
contributed a nedical unit to the U N forces, but she was an

Asi atic power which had consistently remained al oof from Amreri can
and Soviet influences alike.

The prospect of an early truce, far fromslackening mlitary
operations, seenmed to provoke sone of the nost bitter fighting of
the war. In May the Turkish Brigade, under command of the 25th
US Infantry Division (which had relieved the Marines to the
|l eft of the Commonwealth sector), repul sed a strong Chi nese
thrust. Towards the end of the nonth the eneny again attacked
the 29th British Brigade on the Hook, and was beaten off wth
| osses estimated at over a thousand. In md-July he nounted a
series of attacks against the 1st ROK Division, north-east of
Hi Il 355; these were broken up with the assistance of the 81lst
Field Regi mrent RCA. Anong the heaviest and the very |last actions
of the canpaign were two involving the Marine D vision, which had
returned to the area south-west of the Hook. Aided by the 2nd
Royal Australian Regi nent and Commonweal th artillery and tanks,
the Americans held their ground. Mre effective attacks had cone
in the Eighth Arny's central sector, principally against South
Korean formations, reducing the Kumsong salient. Apparently the
mai n reason behind the eneny's efforts here was that the Republic
of Korea still opposed an arm stice which would | eave the
peni nsul a di vi ded.

On 18 June, without consulting the U N authorities,
Presi dent Rhee had ordered the rel ease of over 25,000 North
Korean prisoners who did not wish to be repatriated. In reply to
a Communi st protest against this dramatic but untinely nove,
Ceneral Cark pointed out that the proposed arm stice was a
mlitary matter, and the while the U N. Conmand was in control of
the ROK Arny it had no authority over the Korean Governnment. At
the same tine a personal representative of the President of the
United States persuaded M. Rhee to refrain fromfurther acts
whi ch m ght upset the truce tal ks, and the U N Conmander was
then able to give appropriate assurances to the Conmuni st
negoti ators. These assurances were accepted on 19 July, and the
Korean Arm stice Agreenment was signed at Panmunj om ei ght days
| ater.

The signing preceded by twel ve hours the actual cease-fire,
whi ch took effect at 10:00 p.m on the 27th; thus ended three
years and one nonth of fighting. MIllions of Korean civilians
had been made honel ess and many thousands of others killed or
injured. The Communi st Chi nese forces had suffered an estinmated
967,000 battle casualties, the North Koreans 624,000. U. N
(1 ncludi ng South Korean) battle casualties nunbered about
490, 000.

I n Washi ngton, on the day follow ng the cease-fire,



representatives of those U N countries whose arnmed forces had
fought in Korea signed the follow ng declarati on:

We. . .support the decision of the Comrander-in-Chief of the United
Nati ons Command to conclude an arm stice agreenent. W hereby affirm our
determ nation fully and faithfully to carry out the ternms of that armistice.
We expect that the other parties to the agreement will |ikew se scrupul ously
observe its terns.

... W shall support the efforts of the United Nations to bring about an
equitable settlenment in Korea...and which call for a united, independent and
denocratic Korea. We will support the United Nations in its efforts to assist
t he people of Korea in repairing the ravages of war.

...We affirm in the interests of world peace, that if there is a
renewal of the armed attack, challenging again the principles of the United
Nati ons, we should again be united and pronpt to resist.

Finally, we are of the opinion that the armistice nmust not result in
jeopardi zing the restoration or the safeguarding of peace in any other part of
Asi a.

Administration Behind the Canadian Brigade, June 1951-July 1953

The Canadi an adm ni strative organization in the Far East
served three special purposes: it equipped and supplied this
country's troops mainly from Canadi an and Aneri can sources; it
enabled all elenments to keep their Canadian identity; and it
represented an appropriate contribution by Canada to the
Commonweal th admi nistrative effort.

The 2nd PPCLI's Adm nistrative Increnment, whose role was to
continue while that battalion was the only Canadian unit in
Korea, consisted of sone 80 all ranks, including RCASC, RCOC, pay
and records. |Its headquarters was set up in Pusan, with the
Commonweal t h advanced base. Detachnments were located in the main
base (Kure, Japan), the forward mai ntenance area (Il ater
permanently | ocated in Seoul) and the Conmonweal th Brigade's
area. Wen, early in June 1951, the Patricia' s rejoined their
recently-arrived parent formation, the Adm nistrative |ncrenment
ceased to exist as such; its personnel were further absorbed into
t he Commonweal t h organi zati on

During its first three nonths in the theatre, the 25th
Canadi an Bri gade was mai ntai ned as well as enployed as a brigade
group. Brigadi er Rocki ngham exerci sed command over the
adm ni strative units through his staff, which then included
deputy assistant directors of the various services. The two
maj or Canadi an units in Japan - No. 2 Adm nistrative Unit and No.
25 Reinforcenent G oup - were equally responsible to Brigade
Headquarters. But on the formation of the 1st Comronweal t h
Division at the end of July, alnost all other Canadi an
admnistrative units either were reallocated to the divisional
services or to the Comonwealth |ine of communication and base
organi zation. At the sanme tinme the establishnent of Brigade
Headquarters was nodified so as to resenble nore closely that of



a standard brigade. How did the brigade conmander, who was stil
responsi ble to the Canadi an Governnent for the adm nistrative
troops, continue to exercise control over thenf? An early neasure
to this end was to organi ze those serving in integrated units
into all-Canadi an accounting units whose conmanders were
responsible to Brigade Headquarters. One exanple was "Canadi an
Arny Ordnance El enents 1st Commonweal th Division", under the
Canadi an commander of the integrated Ordnance Field Park.

Anot her was "Canadi an Section L of C and Base Troops BCFK",
commanded by Lieut.-Colonel L. R Crue, an original nenber of the
Canadian Mlitary M ssion Far East (above, page 8).

At this point it nust be nentioned that BCFK (British
Commonweal t h Forces Korea), though the termwas commonly applied
just to the base, properly enbraced the Conmonweal th conponent of
the UN mlitary, naval and air forces in Korea and Japan and
al so, until the Japanese Peace Treaty of April 1952 took effect,
t he Commonweal th occupation forces in Japan. The office of
Commander -i n- Chi ef, an Australian appointnment, was held first by
Li eut.-Ceneral Sir Horace Robertson. Liaison between the
Commonwealth G- in-C and the U N Suprenme Conmander was provi ded
by a subordi nate headquarters in Tokyo. Here, as el sewhere
t hroughout the base and L of C, elenents of Colonel Crue's
command were soon to be found.

We have seen that Canadian admnistrative units now fell
into two categories: those which functioned as such, and
accounting units whose nenbers served in a nunber of integrated
units. Thus in Japan there were four |ieutenant-col onels’
commands” and in the divisional are several majors' commands, al
i ndependently responsible in national respects to Brigade
Headquarters. Distance alone, w thout the brigade commander's
operational duties, would have nade personal control inpossible;
this i nposed many extra demands on individual comranders whom he
detailed as co-ordinating officers, and on his own DAAGQMG In
July 1952, to assist the commander and his staff in such matters,
a Colonel in Charge of Adm nistration (Colonel W J. Mogk) was
assigned to Brigade Headquarters. This appoi ntnent was changed
to "Comrander Canadi an Base Units Far East" in February 1953.

Col onel Mbogk thus represented Brigadi er Bogert and | ater
Brigadier Allard as conmander of Canadi an troops between Seou
and Tokyo; and his headquarters in Kure was the main
admnistrative |link between Brigade Headquarters, Headquarters
BCFK, the base itself and Arny Headquarters in Otawa.

“*No. 2 Administrative Unit, No. 25 Reinforcenent G oup,
Canadi an Section L of C and Base Troops and Canadi an Secti on
British Commonweal th General Hospital



Let us turn now to the divisional services, the ngjor units
of which were as foll ows:

54 Canadi an Transport Conpany (to April 1952)

23 Canadi an Transport Conpany (April 1952 to March 1953)
56 Canadi an Transport Conpany (from March 1953)

57 Conpany RASC

78 Conpany RASC- RNZASC (to October 1951)

10 Conmpany RNZASC (from Qct ober 1951)

37 Canadi an Field Anbul ance (April 1952 to April 1953)
38 Canadi an Field Anbul ance (from May 1953)

26 Field Ambul ance RAMC

60 | ndian Field Anbul ance

25 Canadi an Field Dressing Station

No

No

No

No

No

No

No. 25 Canadi an Field Anbul ance (to April 1952)
No

No

No

No

No

No. 20 Canadi an Field Dental Detachnent (in January 1952,
edesi gnated No. 25 Canadian Field Dental Unit)

1st Commonweal th Division Ordnance Field Park

No. 10 Infantry Workshop REME

No. 16 Infantry Workshop REME

No 191 Canadi an Infantry Wrkshop (to April 1953)
No. 23 Canadi an Infantry Wrkshop (from April 1953)
1st Commonweal th Di vi si on Provost Conpany.

Headquarters Royal Arny Service Corps was integrated, the
commander being British and his second-in-command a Canadi an.
The RCASC transport conpany normally handl ed ammunition for the
Di vision, and No. 57 Conpany RASC gasoline and lubricants. The
New Zeal and unit served as supply conpany for all but Canadi an
troops. Anerican rations for Canadian units were delivered by
t he Canadi an transport conpany; and courses in preparing them
were later run at the 25th Brigade Cooking School (next to the



Bri gade NCGOs School, near U jongbu).

Since May 1952 the office of Assistant Director of Medical
Servi ces had been a Canadi an appoi ntnent; the deputy assistant
director was British. The three field anbul ances generally
worked with the brigades to which they had fornmerly been
attached. No. 25 Field Dressing Station eventually grewinto a
200- bed hospital, with Canadian nursing sisters on its staff;
here and in a simlar installation in Seoul (integrated, under
the control of BCFK) were treated many Commonweal th "m nor sick
and wounded"” who ot herwi se would have had to be evacuated to
Japan. Surgery was carried out by Anerican and Norwegi an nobil e
units and by No. 25 Canadian Field Surgical Team As in past
wars, the chief neans of casualty evacuation were hand-carry and
road transport; though whenever possible helicopters of the 1st
Corps woul d pick up urgent cases. No. 38 Mdtor Anbul ance Conpany
RCASC provi ded transport between field anbul ances and nore
rearward nedical installations.

No. 25 Canadian Field Dental Unit was not of course the only
dental elenent in the Division, but it was the |argest; and
detachnments of it were |ocated both at major Canadian units in
the field and at the Reinforcement G oup in Japan. These
det achnments provi ded conprehensive dental treatnment for al
Canadi an personnel and al so took care of energency cases of other
nationalities. The unit's headquarters assisted the 25th Bri gade,
adm nistratively, by sharing its canp site with the Canadi an
field postal detachnent and later with certain el enents of
Bri gade Headquarters. (In April 1953 "Rear Brigade" joined
"Mai n", and those subunits which could not conveniently be
absorbed into the one headquarters were assigned to other
| ocations.)

Headquarters Royal Arny Ordnance Corps was British. The
Ordnance Field Park, as we have seen, was an integrated unit
under a Canadi an commander, and consi sted of an integrated
headquarters, an integrated general stores platoon, a British
pl at oon and a Canadi an pl atoon. O her ordnance el enents included
two British shower sections, two Canadi an shower sections, a
British laundry and a Canadi an | aundry. Despite difficulties
arising fromthe cosnopolitan nature of the force, the |ack of
Commonweal th corps or army ordnance troops in the theatre and the
length of the L of C, the divisional ordnance services naintained
a | audabl e standard of efficiency.

Both before and after the division was forned, the repair of
weapons and vehicles was carried out |argely on a brigade-group
basis. Al three major repair units, however, contributed nen and
resources to two units not normally found in a division: a
t el ecommuni cati ons wor kshop and a recovery conpany. The



Second-i n- Command of the Electrical and Mechani cal Engi neer
Services was specifically responsible for recovery and al so,
bei ng a Canadi an, acted as adviser to the Canadi an bri gade
headquarters on the enpl oynment of RCEME personnel in the

Di vi si on.

The 1st Commonweal th Di vi si on Provost Conpany was nade up of
sections fromthe United Kingdom Canada and Australia, and was
commanded by a Canadi an officer. Its heaviest responsibility was
traffic control - speeding al one accounted for over half the
charges laid by the divisional police. Directly under the
authority of the commander of the 25th Brigade, although |ocated
wel | behind the divisional area, was a Canadi an detention
barracks. Australia, Britain and New Zeal and al so were
represented at this institution, both on the staff and anong the
"guest s".

Commonweal th welfare officers, |ocated at the various
headquarters in Korea and Japan, co-operated with one another and
with their American counterparts to bring filmnms, concerts,
canteen supplies and reading material to the troops, and to
provi de sporting goods. Nevertheless, in the |ast analysis, the
success of the wel fare programe depended on the energy with
which the units thenselves set up recreational facilities and
used them Every "B" Echelon included a unit theatre, canteen
and shower-bath; and so many nen woul d be taken out of the line
each day in order that they mght enjoy these anenities. There
was also a divisional rest centre near Inchon. But the "feature
attraction"” of the recreational programe was a period of |eave
in Tokyo, which in the case of British and Canadi an troops
anounted to five full days.

In this short, general history it would not be practicable
to treat nore fully the services just described, or to cover such
other adm nistrative subjects as the pay, postal and chanplain
services. The burden of all was greatly increased by the very
wi de dispersion of units, the absence of paved roads and the
scarcity of roads of any kind, and by frequent rains and extrenes
of tenperature. Yet every adm nistrative problemwas net and
overconme with determ nati on and resourceful ness, and where
necessary through co-operation anong the forces of a nunber of
nati ons.

Supporting Arms

The follow ng British and Canadi an arnoured units fought in
Kor ea:

8th Royal Irish Hussars (to Decenber 1951)



5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards (Decenber 1951 to
Decenber 1952)

1st Royal Tank Regi ment (from Decenber 1952)

"C' Squadron 7th Royal Tank Regi nent (to October 1951)
"C'" Squadron Lord Strathcona's Horse (to June 1952)

"B" Squadron Lord Strathcona's Horse (June 1952- May 1953)
"A" Squadron Lord Strathcona's Horse (from May 1953).

The Korean terrain, with its rugged hills and boggy fl ats,
did not favour the extensive or nost advantageous use of tanks.
The only exception which "C' Squadron of the Strathconas found
was the Chorwon plain. Here it gave highly effective support to
patrols, using an artillery technique for indirect firing: an
observation officer wwth forward infantry el enents. The sane
techni que was enployed in the limted advances beyond the Injin
in Septenber and October 1951. During the static phase of the
war, the tanks, sited unconventionally on the hilltops, sniped at
eneny positions and covered the novenents of our patrols.
Attached to each Canadi an battalion was a tank |iaison officer
who was enpowered to order fire at his own discretion; thus the
arnmour was in a position to engage targets with direct fire ahead
of other supporting arns. Wen the Chinese attacked H Il 355 in
Cct ober 1952, tanks of the Strathconas' "B" Squadron were the
first support elenents to fire in retaliation. Ten of that
squadron's tanks assisted in repulsing the attack on the 3rd RCR
in May 1953.

The Korean canpai gn has been aptly described as a "gunner's
war". Between the inception of the Commonweal th Division and the
end of the fighting in 1953, the divisional artillery included
the followng field reginents:

2nd Regi nent RCHA (to May 1952)

1st Regiment RCHA (May 1952 to April 1953)

81st Field Regi ment RCA (from April 1953)

16th Field Regi ment RNZA

45th Field Regiment RA (to Novenber 1951)

“*This unit was redesignated 4th Regi ment RCHA, with effect
from 16 Cctober 1953.



14t h Field Regi ment RA (Novenber 1951 to Decenber 1952)
20th Field Reginment RA (from Decenber 1952)

None of these units contained a nortar elenent; instead, the
divisional artillery at first had a nunber of independent nortar
batteries and troops. The winter of 1951-52 saw these and a snal
light anti-aircraft el ement succeeded by the 61st Light Regi nent
RA, of which the 42nd Light Battery (nortars) was allotted to the
Canadi an Brigade. In March 1953 the Division acquired a British
medi um battery from Hong Kong. Successive Canadian field
reginments normally served in direct support of the 25th Bri gade,
t he New Zeal and gunners being associated with the 28th Brigade
and the British with the 29th. Fromthe end of January 1953 to
the first week of April, while the Division as a whole was in
reserve, the 1st Reginment RCHA supported the 38th U S. Infantry
Regi nent of the 2nd Division. No. 1903 Air OP Flight RAF
attached to the divisional artillery, included Canadi an and
Australian arny pilots. Throughout the canpaign, air and ground
observers alike directed artillery fire on eneny form ng-up

pl aces with such effect that many a Chinese attack failed to
devel op; and those few which achieved sonme initial success owed
their final failure largely to the Comonweal th gunners. In the
Hook engagenent of May 1953-his last strong attack on a
Commonweal th position-the eneny fired sone 11, 000 shells. The
divisional artillery replied with over 32,000 and the heavy
artillery of the 1st U S. Corps with a further 6000.

Engi neer units of the Commonweal th Division were as foll ows:
28th Field Engi neer Regi nent:

12th Field Squadron RE

55th Field Squadron RE

57t h I ndependent Field Squadron RCE (to May 1952)

23rd Field Squadron RCE (May 1952 to March 1953)

59t h I ndependent Field Squadron RCE (from March 1953)
64t h Field Park Squadron RE
The 12th Field Squadron included a section of New Zeal anders and
an Australian officer. In the Field Park Squadron were sone 30
all ranks of the RCE - the field park elenent of an independent

field squadron initially designed to support a brigade group. The
al l ot ment of Korean | abour to the divisional engineers varied



bet ween 1000 and 2000 nen; and further assistance, including the
support of a battalion of the 1st Corps engineers, was avail able
to the Division from Anerican sources. O the many, varied tasks
that faced the Commonweal th sappers, by far the | argest was road
work - 70 per cent of the engineer effort was devoted to
constructing enough roads to bear the necessary traffic, and to
keepi ng them passabl e under every adverse condition of weather
and ground. Another major engineering task was m ne | aying.
Tunnel li ng, such as was carried out on the Hook, was but one of
many extraordi nary requirenments which the sappers had to neet.

The 1st Commonweal th Division Signal Regi nent was all
British except for the Canadi an and New Zeal and artillery signals
and the signal conponent of the Canadian Brigade. (The 25th
Bri gade Signal Squadron had becone "J" Troop of the divisional
signals.) The abnornmal distances between units and the nature of
the intervening ground, with their limting effect on wireless
communi cations, greatly increased the anount of line to be laid
and mai ntai ned. Road conditions and danger from guerill as
dictated that dispatch riders should use jeeps rather than
not orcycl es, and should travel in pairs. In short, the signals
organi zati on faced nmuch the sane problens as did all arnms and
services of the Division, and on its efficient functioning
depended the success of the overall effort.

Alr Support and Supply

Early in the war, follow ng the destruction of the North
Korean air force, the U N forces enjoyed conplete suprenmacy in
the air. Even after the entry of Red China, which had a
form dable air force, we operated with a wide margin of air
superiority; for the Chinese seldomused aircraft except
defensively. Wi le our heavy bonbers struck as far north as the
Yalu River, the fighters continually hammered at the eneny's
forward positions, forcing himto dig deeply and to nove troops
and supplies only at night. At the sane tinme, we were able to
nmove about freely on the ground and to reconnoitre fromthe air;
we could fly out casualties and, where necessary, fly in
suppl i es.

Twenty-two RCAF fighter pilots served with the Fifth U S.
Air Force. Wth the | oss of one prisoner of war (Squadron-Leader
A. R MacKenzie) in Decenber 1952, the Canadi ans destroyed or
damaged sone 20 hostile jet fighters and accounted for severa
eneny trains and trucks. Also attached to the Fifth Air Force
were arny officers on |loan fromvarious formations in the
theatre, including the Canadi an Brigade; fromthe back seats of
unarnmed, slow flying aircraft, these officers directed our
fighter-bonbers agai nst eneny ground targets.



No. 426 Transport Squadron, which had been attached fromthe
RCAF to the U.S. Mlitary Air Transport Service in July 1950,
operated between the State of WAshington and Japan for el even
months. It then returned to its hone base, at Dorval, from which
it continued in the sane role. (The nove was occasioned in part
by a decrease in the requirenents of the Pacific airlift.) By
9 June 1954, when this assignnment ended, the RCAF transport
aircraft had flown 600 round trips over the Pacific, carrying
over 13,000 passengers and 7,000, 000 pounds of freight and mai
wi t hout | oss.

The RCN iIn Korean Waters, May 1951 July 1953

May 1951 saw the end of a long period in which Canadian
destroyers were engaged in the nonotonous but essential task of
screening U N aircraft carriers in Korean waters. HMCS Sioux,
one of the three "originals", re-entered the theatre in tinme for
a return to nore exciting duties. On the east coast, where the
rugged terrain forced the railroads to skirt the shore in many
pl aces, eneny trains were a favourite target of naval guns. The
Yellow Sea, with its many offshore islands, was the scene of nuch
patrolling and a series of commando-type raids by ROK Marines and
other U N. forces.

HMC Shi ps Nootka and Huron departed for Canada in July and
August, and the Cayuga and the Athabaskan arrived for a second
tour of operations in the Far East. In February 1952 the Nootka
again relieved the Sioux. The other two originals were repl aced
in May and June by the Canadi an destroyers Crusader and lroquois.

For the Nootka, operating in the approaches to Haeju, the
latter half of July and the first five days of August were
probably the busiest period of the war. Intelligence parties were
| anded and picked up daily, and on seven occasions the destroyer
cane under eneny shell fire. Nevertheless the RCN did not suffer
its first and only battle casualties of the Korean war until
2 Cctober 1952, when the Iroquois received a direct hit froma
shore battery on the east coast. Three were killed and ten
wounded.

I n Novenber 1952 the Nootka and the Iroquois |left for
Canada; Athabaskan returned to the theatre for a third tour, and
HMCS Haida arrived for her first. The Haida was the eighth
Canadi an destroyer to fight in Korean waters. By the end of
hostilities, nmore than 3500 officers and nmen of the RCN had taken
part in operations; they had steaned sone 725,000 mles and fired
130, 000 shells.

The Toll of the War



W have al ready seen (page 78) that this so-called "little"
war is estimated to have cost the conbatants well over two
mllion battle casualties, of which nearly 1,600,000 fell upon
t he Communi st s.

On the United Nations side South Korea of course suffered
nost heavily, the losses of all its arned forces having exceeded
325, 000, over 60,000 being fatal. The United States cane next;
the American forces had 142,091 battle casualties in al
categories, wth 33,629 nen losing their lives. The US Arny had
109, 958 casualties, the US Marines 28,205. Anong the
Commonweal th countries, the United Kingdom paid the heavi est
price, its |losses nunbering 4592, at |east 935 being fatal. The
British Arnmy had 4409 casualties in action. O Canada's 1557
battle casualties, 312 were fatal. Al but fourteen of the 1557
were suffered by the Arny.



Part V
CONCLUSION
Main Provisions of the Armistice Agreement

For the last two weeks of Korean operations the 25th
Canadi an Brigade held H Il 159 and Hill 355 in the 1st
Commonweal th Division's right sector; the 28th Conmonweal t h
Bri gade had taken over the left and the 29th British the centre.

Bet ween the cease-fire and the end of July 1953, the Division
withdrew to the Injin River, occupying nuch the sane area as it
had on its inception two years before. This was in conpliance
with the Arm stice Agreenent, which began:

A Mlitary Demarcation Line shall be fixed and both sides shall w thdraw
two (2) kilometres fromthis line so as to establish a Denilitarized Zone...a
buf fer zone to prevent the occurrence of incidents which mght lead to a
resunption of hostilities.

The Demarcation Line, which followed the final |ine of
contact, dipped close to twenty mles south of the 38th Parall el
in the west and rose sharply to about forty mles north of it on
t he east coast.

Wthin sixty days after the signing of the Armstice
Agreenent, all prisoners of war were to be turned over to joint
comm ttees under the supervision of a Neutral Nations
Repatriation Conm ssion. Five nations were represented in this
body - Czechosl ovaki a, India, Poland, Sweden and Switzerl and -
the chairman being India' s Lieut.-General K S. Thinmayya. By
6 Septenber the Conmunists had returned about 12,750 captives
(it ncluding the remai ning 30 nenbers of the Canadian Arny), and
the United Nations 75, 000.

Prisoners who did not want to go hone were to remain the
responsibility of the Repatriation Conmm ssion for the next four
mont hs; the Comm ssion entrusted their care to a speci al
custodi an force, the 190th Indian Infantry Bri gade.
Representatives of both sides were permtted to interview
captives of their own nationality to explain to themtheir rights
and to "informthemof any matters relating to their return to
their honel ands, particularly of their full freedomto return
home to |l ead a peaceful life". This resulted in the exchange of
sonme 620 nore Chinese and North Koreans (out of 22,600) for nine
out of 360 U.N. and South Korean prisoners. By January 1954 the
political conference which was supposed to decide on a final
di sposition of the remaining captives still had not been hel d;
nor did it appear that such a neeting would take place before the
Repatri ati on Conm ssi on di sbanded. Towards the end of the nonth,
therefore, Ceneral Thimayya returned the "non-repatriables" to



their captors, who granted themcivilian status and rel eased

them The majority of the Chinese were admtted to Fornosa; nost
of the North Koreans stayed in the Republic of Korea. 1In July
1955 three of 21 Anericans who had chosen to |ive under Comuni sm
were returned to the United States at their own request.

The Repatriation Conm ssion and the Indian custodi an force
duly left Korea in February 1954. But the rel ease of war
prisoners was still not quite conplete. One Canadi an renmai ned a
pri soner of the Communists until sixteen nonths after the
cease-fire - Squadron-Leader A. R McKenzie of the RCAF
Fifteen Anerican airnmen were held until the sumrer of 1955.

Whet her other U.N. prisoners remain in Communi st hands is not
known.

Bot h sides had reached their peak strengths just before the
end of hostilities. At that time the Communi st Chinese forces in
Korea included an estimated 57 divisions, and the North Korean
People's Arny 18 divisions and seven independent brigades. The
final total eneny troop strength is believed to have been about
1, 160, 000- 880, 000 Chi nese and 280,000 North Korean - plus a
nunber of Russian technical troops. The United Nations ground
forces in Korea included 25 divisions (sixteen South Korean,
ei ght American or predom nantly American, and the 1st
Commonweal th Di vi si on), and nunbered 550, 000. These were nmade up
as follows:

Republic of Korea...... 276, 000
United States.......... 237, 000
Commonweal th........... 20, 000
aher.................. 17, 000

Under the terns of the Arm stice, neither side was to increase

t he nunber of non-Korean forces in the country after the
fighting. This had certain effects on the rate and on the
mechani cs of rotation, but did not radically alter the policy.
Troops entering or leaving the theatre were to do so only through
certain authorized ports, five in South Korea and five in the
North. Ports and other areas outside the Demlitarized Zone were
the responsibility of a Neutral Nations Supervisory Council and
Neutral I|nspection Teans. To supervise and maintain the
Demlitarized Zone itself a Mlitary Arm stice Comm ssion was set
up, conposed of five senior officers fromeach side; these were
assi sted by ten Joint Qobserver Teans.

The Canadians After the Armistice
The three days imediately follow ng the cease-fire saw t he

forward troops busily engaged in sal vagi ng or destroyi ng defence
material in what becane the Demlitarized Zone. The Conmonweal th



Di vision then noved back to the Kansas Line, with the Sam -chon
as its left boundary and its right inline with Hll 355. While
the 28th Conmmonweal th and 29th British Brigades, now south of the
Inmin, guarded "Pintail" and "Teal" bridges, the 25th Canadi an
Bri gade mai ntained a divisional screen north of the river. This
arrangenent | asted approximately fifteen nonths. Should the war
break out afresh, the 25th Brigade was to hold its ground for a
limted tinme; it would next take over the defence of the two
bridges and then, if necessary, withdraw into divisional reserve.
In the neantine, the Canadians were to report eneny activities
opposite the divisional front and prevent unauthorized entry, by
agents or troops of either side, into the Demlitarized Zone.
(An exanpl e of authorized entry would be an unarnmed party
recovering any remai ni ng dead for decent burial.) Wile mnor
infringenments with respect to the Dem litarized Zone were not
uncommon, no serious incidents occurred.

Wrk parties fromall three brigades set about inproving the
Kansas defences. The rest of the troops were enployed mainly on
the construction of "sem -pernmanent” canps near the positions
whi ch they were to occupy in the event of a renewal of
hostilities. For the infantry and arnour, this nmeant a wel cone
change from bunkers to huts or winterized tents. Training
recei ved due attention. Considerable enphasis was al so placed on
sports, and the already |liberal scale anenities was enl arged.

Maj or - General Horatius Miurray, who succeeded Ceneral West as GOC
1st Commonweal th Division in October 1953, was inpressed with the
high norale of his force. This he attributed to the troops
realization of the inportance of their role, their readiness to
man their battle positions on short notice and to carry out

what ever operational tasks mght be allotted to them and to the
i ncreased enphasis on welfare. The spirit of the Canadi an

Bri gade was further boosted by a feeling of being in the
forefront.

One of five battalions of the Division to | eave Korea on
rotati on between the cease-fire and the end of the year was the
3rd Princess Patricia' s Canadian Light Infantry. |Its relief by
the 2nd Bl ack Watch, plus a nunber of redesignations which took
pl ace at about this time, resulted in this apparently new
Canadi an order of battle in January 1954:

"A" Squadron Lord Strathcona' s Horse
4t h Regi ment RCHA (fornerly 81st Field Regi nent RCA)

4th Field Squadron RCE (formerly 59th I ndependent Field
Squadr on)

3rd Royal Canadi an Regi nent



3rd Royal 22e Régi nent

2nd Bl ack Watch (Royal Highland Regi nent) of Canada
No. 5 Transport Conpany RCASC (fornmerly No. 56)

No. 4 Field Anmbul ance RCAMC (fornmerly No. 38)

No. 25 Field Dressing Station RCAMC

No. 25 Field, Dental Unit RCDC

No. 40 Infantry Wirkshop RCEME (fornerly No. 23).

The Canadi ans were now setting up a brigade recreation
centre, to be known as known as "Maple Leaf Park". A brigade
radi o station was al ready operating, and a theatre, a gymasi um
and a library were conpleted by the end of January. The centre
was also to include a canteen, a gift shop and a hobby shop. But
not even these anenities relieved units of the responsibility of
conducting their own wel fare programes which, as we have seen,
had proved so inportant during hostilities.

U N and RX officials, civil and mlitary, gathered at the
Seoul airport on 7 March to neet an RCAF aircraft. As the
machi ne | anded, a Korean battery fired a 19-gun salute; for the
princi pal passenger was the Canadian Prine Mnister, on a world
tour. Next norning M. St. Laurent laid a weath at the Korean
War Menorial and visited President Rhee. He then flewto the
Commonweal th Division's area, and at a |luncheon given in his
honour at Brigadier Allard s headquarters nmet all the corps
commanders of the Eighth Arny, the commanders of nei ghbouring
divisions, and representatives of all the Comobnweal th forces.
During the next 24 hours he called at Maple Leaf Park, where he
unvei l ed a plaque dedicating the recreation centre to the use of
the 25th Brigade, and visited various Canadi an canps and
observation posts. Returning to Seoul on the afternoon of the
9th, M. St. Laurent, acconpanied by the Brigade Commander,
attended a state dinner. He enplaned for Japan next day, while a
ROK Arny band pl ayed Vive la Canadienne.

In the third general rotation of Canadian troops, in the
spring of 1954, the follow ng new y-arrived units canme under
Brigadier Allard s comuand:

"D'" Squadron Royal Canadi an Dragoons

3rd Regi nent RCHA
3rd Field Squadron RCP



4t h Canadi an Guards

2nd Queen's O Rifles of Canada

No. 3 Transport Conpany RCASC

No. 3 Field Ambul ance RCAMC

No. 42 Infantry Wirkshop RCEMES.
Brigadier Allard was succeeded m d-June by Brigadier F. A dift.
Canadian Troops Withdraw

Both during and after hostilities, the United Nations
Command carried out an extensive reconstruction programe in
South Korea. They also helped to build up the ROK forces to a
poi nt where these could fight successful a defensive war if
necessary. The nenber nations then began to cut their own
commtnments in the theatre-hence a gradual reduction of the 1st
Commonweal th Division and the base, and of Canadi an troop
strengths both in Korea and in Japan. Between Novenber 1954 and
the following April, the Division's strength dropped from 20, 000
to little nore than 5000; by Septenber 1955 it was down to 4000.

The full story of the reduction cannot yet be told, for at the
time of witing (March 1956) the process is still not quite
conplete. We can however consider the main stages by which
Canadi an troops have been w t hdrawn from Kor ea.

Early in Novenber 1954 the Commonweal th Division's right
sector and the Canadi an Brigade's covering position north of the
I in became the responsibility of the 28th ROK Division. The
25th Brigade's operational role ended on the 8th. Already the
2nd Bl ack Watch had sailed for Canada, and all but two of the
remai ni ng Canadi an units in Korea-the Queen's Om R fles and
No. 3 Field Anbul ance-foll owed close behind. Brigadier dift,
whose headquarters "cl osed down" on 2 Decenber, was succeeded as
Seni or Canadian O ficer in the Far East by the Conmander of the
Mlitary Mssion in Tokyo. On 1 February 1955, Brigade
Headquarters, reestablished at Canp Borden, Ontario, was
redesi gnat ed Headquarters 4th Infantry Bri gade.

The 28th Comonweal th Brigade had passed into history at
about the sane tinme as the 25th Brigade. Units of either
formati on which were to remain in the theatre for a tinme cane
under command of the 29th British Brigade, whose headquarters was
soon afterwards converted to an integrated divisional
headquarters. The "Division" now consisted of:

42nd Fi el d Regi nent RA



55t h I ndependent Field Squadron RE

1st Commonweal th Division | ndependent Signal Squadron

1st Dorset Regi nent

2nd Queen's O Rifles of Canada

1st Royal Australian Reginment

No. 10 [Transport] Conmpany RNZASC

No. 3 Canadi an Fi el d Arbul ance

1st Commonweal th Divi si on | ndependent Ordnance Field Park
No. 16 Infantry Wrkshop REME

1st Commonweal th Divi si on | ndependent Provost Conpany.

Not |listed here are two British battalions which were to | eave
the theatre about the end of 1954.

The second stage of the w thdrawal of Canadi an troops took
place in April 1955. The Queen's Om returned to Canada and were
not replaced; other elenents were rotated on an individual basis
rather than as a body. Thus No. 3 Field Anbul ance, already the
only Commonweal th unit of its kind in Korea, becane the only
Canadi an field unit in the theatre.

A third stage was announced on February 1956. The
Commonweal th force in Korea was now to be reduced to a battalion
group. To it Canada woul d contribute nedical and dental
per sonnel amounting to about 40 individuals.

During hostilities this country had sent 22,066 troops to
the Far Eastern theatre. A further 7000 served there between the
cease-fire and the end 1955.

Korea in Retrospect
The war in Korea was an incident unique in nodern history
and in the history of Canada, and it is worthwhile, even at this

early date, to try to assess while, even at this early date, to
try to assess its mlitary and political significance.

* * %

The United Nations operations in Korea ended in a |ong



mlitary deadl ock followed by an arm stice which did not
represent a clear victory for either side. This produced a

w de-spread feeling in the western countries that the whol e

epi sode was a discouraging failure. This was particularly the
case perhaps in the United States, which had borne so nmuch of the
brunt of the fighting and had suffered so heavily. Neverthel ess,
seen in perspective, the Korean canpai gns deserve to be
considered in many respects a hopeful rather than a nel ancholy
incident in international affairs.

In Korea the United Nations net a chall enge and defeated it.

The Communi st attack on South Korea in June 1950 was an act of
aggression, a local hot incident in the Cold War, which could not
have been over-| ooked w thout risking the gravest consequences
for the United Nations, the security of the western countries and
the peace of the world. As it was, the United Nations, under the
| eadership of the United States, rallied to neet the threat with
a degree of unity and effective organization which marks a
turning-point in recent history. For the first tine, an
international force took the field under the flag of the United
Nati ons. The forces of seventeen nations, operating under a
uni fi ed command, defeated the Comruni st attenpt to overrun South
Korea and saved that country's independence.

There can be no doubt that this result adm nistered a severe
shock to the | eaders of international communism and it may have
made a considerable contribution to pronpting themto adopt the
nore conciliatory attitude which has occasionally appeared in
recent nonths. In June 1955 M. L. B. Pearson, the Canadi an
Secretary of State for External Affairs, speaking on a television
broadcast marking the tenth anniversary of the United Nations,
was asked what he considered the greatest single achievenent of
the Security Council and of the United Nations itself. He
replied that the nost inportant single achievenment, certainly the
nost dramatic achi evenent, had been the organi zation's action in
Korea. "It nmeant for the first tinme," he said, "the defeat of
aggression by the arned conscience of the world."

On the whol e, the command arrangenents for the heterogeneous
international force that fought under the blue and white United
Nations flag in Korea worked extrenely well. Al coalition wars
i nvol ve sone difficulties, and this one was no exception. No
doubt the arrangenents for control could in sonme respects have
been i nproved. In the sanme broadcast just quoted, M. Pearson
said: "I think we have | earned sonething fromthis canpaign

“*These include the Republic of Korea (though not a nenber
of the U N ); but they do not include the five countries which
provi ded nedical units only.



There m ght well have been greater United Nations control of it -
especially control of political strategy. But that, however, |
think it is fair to say, would have required greater
participation by nore United Nations nmenbers. You cannot have
col l ective control w thout genuine collective responsibility and
collective participation. And, as it happened, in the Korean
canpaign the major part of the participation was borne by one
country, the United States."” The actual majority of the nenber
countries of the U N nmade no contribution to the force; notably,
of the large group of Latin Anerican republics only one B

Col ombi a - sent troops to Korea.

* * %

On the mlitary side, the conplaint was frequently heard,
particularly fromU. S. officers, that the United Nations forces
had to fight the war under unnatural and artificial conditions.
In particular, the Communi sts were able to use the territory of
Chi na beyond the Yalu River as a base, while our air forces were
not permtted to strike at this area. This was certainly a
consi derabl e di sadvantage to the U N forces. The limtation,
however, was inposed by the political authorities for political
reasons of the nost conpelling sort: the enornous inportance of
preventing the limted and | ocal conflict in Korea from w deni ng
into a third world war. To have unl eashed the air forces at the
cost of bringing on such a war woul d have been poor policy
i ndeed.

The United Nations troops found thensel ves facing form dabl e
ant agoni sts. The North Koreans gave the small U S. forces a bad
time in the early days; and the Chinese, who dom nated the
picture in the |l ater phases, showed thensel ves courageous and
resolute infantrymen. They were al so vastly industrious,
particularly as diggers; and their deep defences were extrenely
difficult to deal wth.

Many westerners had undoubtedly assuned that the superior
equi prent and science of western arm es woul d soon defeat Chinese
and North Korean troops, however nunerous. It was a shock to
di scover that this was not the case. The Chinese divisions were
not so well equipped as our own. The eneny was never as strong
as we were in artillery; he used very little arnour; he was
deficient in air support; and the Allied forces conpletely
controlled the seas. Nevertheless, in the face of the great
Chi nese superiority in manpower, and the determ nation with which
it was enployed, the United Nations forces were able to achieve
not hing better than a stalemate. The experience is worthy of
not e.

Equally significant is the fact that the Korean canpai gns
present us with an exanple of a war fought in the atom c age, yet



fought wth conventional weapons and, basically, by the Arny.

The United Nations could have used atom c weapons; there were
even sonme demands that they should do so; but they did not,
chiefly, undoubtedly, because the controlling governnents
considered that the use of such weapons m ght extend the war.

And it is worth observing that it was Arny forces, in the main,

t hat checked the aggressors. Air support was close, constant and
i nval uabl e; the canpai gn could not have been carried on at al

W t hout the navies; but the fighting was nostly done by sol diers,
usi ng the weapons of the Second Wrld War or their nore nodern
equi valents. The great need of the United Nations Comrand was
for fighting soldiers; it was for themthat it called upon the
participating countries. The actual fighting done by Canadi ans
was al nost all done by the Arny, as the casualty figures anply
show.

These are matters of inportance. There is no assurance,
unfortunately, that the Korean war was the |ast, or that the next
war, if there is one, will not be another "peripheral" and | ocal
conflict of the sanme sort, rather than a worl dw de struggle
fought w th devastating nucl ear weapons. |ndeed, the fornmer type
of war is very nuch nore probable, just because a nucl ear war
woul d probably nean a world conflict and virtually world suicide.

It was fortunate for the western nations that in 1950 they were
i n possession of the weapons to fight such a peripheral war, and
not in a position where they could fight only with weapons which
were likely to start a world war. As for Canada, thanks to her
possessi ng forces and weapons suitable for intervention in Korea,
she was able to nake a contribution to the defence of the West,
and in consequence has since been able to make her voice heard in
the international discussions and settlenents arising out of the
Korean cri si s.

As an episode in Canadian history, the war in Korea wl|
have sone inportance. Except for the South African canpai gns of
1899- 1902 and the part played by Canadi an voyageurs in the N le
Expedition of 1884-85, Canada's overseas wars have been fought in
Europe, and in the main in North-Wst Europe, an area with which
Canadi ans for many reasons have special connections. Apart from
t he defence of Hong Kong in 1941, in which two Canadi an
battalions took part, the fighting in Korea is the only Asiatic
canpai gn i n which Canadi an troops have served.

The Korean war was not a major conflict, and the Canadi an
effort init was in no sense parallel to that of the two Wrld
Wars. It was neverthel ess consi derable, and Canada nmade a | arger
contribution in proportion to her population than nost of the
nations which provided troops for the international force. It is



worth remenbering that on this basis a brigade group from Canada
was al nost equivalent to four of the divisions sent to Korea by
the United States, which in 1950 had el even tinmes Canada's

popul ation. And the quality of the contribution was excellent,
as the Canadi an troops' record in action testifies.

The Korean war is also an epi sode of sone significance in
the mlitary history of the Commonwealth. The 1st Commonweal th
Division was a unique formation. Although soldiers fromvarious
parts of the Commonweal th have | ong been accustoned to
co-operating closely with one another, such a conposite division
had never been forned before. The experinment was triunphantly
successful, but this did not surprise people who were acquai nted
with the history of the First and Second World Wars. The manner
in which the Canadi an Corps of 1915-18, and the First Canadi an
Arny of 1942-45, operated as parts of British higher formations
had set precedents, and established habits and patterns of co-
operation, which were followed with excellent results in Korea.

* * %

Finally, it is right that we should turn our eyes once nore
to the cause that brought Canadi an soldiers across the Pacific to
fight and die anong the nountains and rice paddies of Korea. In
t he days before 1939 Canada, |i ke many other countries, attenpted
to isolate herself fromworld affairs in the hope that she coul d
remai n safe and untouched, no matter what m ght happen to "l ess
happi er lands" in Europe and Asia. The Second Wbrld \ar
convi nced Canadi ans that such ideas were illusions; and since
1945 Canada has commtted herself to a policy of "collective
defence"-of readiness to nmake political and mlitary comm tnents
in the interest of maintaining international peace and security.

These comm tnents are expressed primarily in the United Nations
Charter and the North Atlantic Treaty.

In 1950 the country was call ed upon to honour her
obligations under the Charter, and the soldiers who went to Korea
were the neans by which she honoured them The international
force in which they served inflicted a check upon aggression
whi ch had worl d-w de consequences. One may hope that it will do
sonet hing for the peace and security of generations yet unborn.
The Canadi ans who fell in Korea gave their lives in one of the
best causes for which nmen have ever sacrificed thenselves. |If,
as the old Roman said, it is sweet and fitting to die for one's
country, it is certainly no less fitting to die for the future of
manki nd.
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ABBREVIATIONS (suite)

KCSB. . ....... King's Om Scottish Borderers
KSC.......... Korean Service Corps (Corps coréen de |'intendance)
KSLI......... King's Shropshire Light Infantry

LAA. ......... Light Anti-Aircraft (DCA | égere)

LASH. ... ..... Lord Strathcona's Horse (Royal Canadi ans)
N | i eut enant

[t-col....... I i eut enant col onel

ONU.......... Organi sation des Nations Unies
PPCLI........ Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry
QG ......... quartier général

R 22e R..... Royal 22e Régi nent

RA. .......... Royal Artillery

RAF. .. ....... Royal Air Force

RAMC. . ....... Royal Army Medical Corps

RAR. . . ....... Royal Australian Regi nent

RCHA. ... ..... Royal Canadi an Horse Artillery

RCR ......... Royal Canadi an Regi nent

RE........... Royal Engi neers

Régt......... r égi ment

REME. . ....... Royal El ectrical and Mechani cal Engi neers
RNZA. . .. ... .. Royal New Zeal and Artillery

RNZASC. . .. ... Royal New Zeal and Arny Servi ce Corps



