
SECURITY ROLLO LTD.
L O B O DAN DAV I D OV I C H n ow
l ives half a wo rld away from his

n at ive Bosnia. In some way s , t h e
peaceful countryside of Prince Edwa rd
Island reminds him of the way his
homeland used to be. Born in Sara j evo ,
Slobodan witnessed many socio-politi-
cal and economic ch a l l e n ges wh i ch
s h aped his dreams and steeled his
d e t e rm i n ation to succeed.

The fall of the communist state in
the fo rmer Yu go s l avia ushered in a new
age wh i ch allowed Slobodan to fi n a l ly
p u rsue a long-time dream of becoming
an entrep reneur – something that had
been prohibited during the commu n i s t
ru l e. He had spent ye a rs earning his
B a chelor and Masters degrees in
Science (mechanical engi n e e ring) and
then wo rking as a product engi n e e r,
s e rvice manager and technical consul-
tant for large industrial corp o rat i o n s .
All this ex p e rience was put to the test
when he became an entrep re n e u r.

His business in Bosnia pro d u c e d
high quality security doors , s h u t t e rs
and grills. An excellent anti-theft
i nve s t m e n t , these products we re mu ch
in demand throughout Europe and his
business grew to include 30 employ-
ees. One day in 1992, the civil wa r
b rought an end to the bu s i n e s s , h i s
h o m e, and his life in Bosnia.

Slobodan and his wife escaped to
B e l grade and sought re f u ge with the
Canadian Embassy. Recognizing that
his English skills and entrep re n e u ri a l
experience would serve him well,
Immigration Canada arranged their 
re l o c ation to Charl o t t e t own. In less than
t h ree we e k s , he landed his fi rst job.

The entrep re n e u rial spirit is a quality
t h at endures. By September 1995,
Slobodan was re a dy to start anew and
founded Security Rollo Ltd. , a bu s i n e s s
similar to his fi rst company. The compa-
ny produces aluminum security dev i c e s ,
i n cluding the roll-up doors , s h u t t e rs and

grills. These units fe at u re an interi o r
motor and are controlled by remote 
control or timer. They carry a 5 year
guarantee – the finest in the industry.

“The importance of any security
device is to deter criminals,” he

explains. “Our products definitely
accomplish that. A professional thief
can break a lock in a matter of sec-
onds, but you’ll need a battering ram
to go through our products. You can’t
to do it quickly or quietly.”

The biggest obstacle Slobodan
encountered was finding financing for
the business.  “You have to make sure
you have enough money to support
your venture so that you never 
sacrifice the quality of your product.
Eventually I was able to get an
investor in Germany and assistance
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from Enterprise PEI and ACOA.”
While the tranquility and high moral

value of Prince Edward Island may
seem at odds with the manufacturing
of high security devices, the arrange-
ment is ideal. Slobodan tr avels to 

major urban areas such as Toronto,
Montreal, Boston and New York,
where there is a market for his prod-
ucts, while enjoying the benefits of life
on Prince Edward Island.

Slobodan wants to become the lead-
ing manufacturer of these products in
North America and is planning to
establish a sales force in Toronto.
“Manufacturing,” he believes, “may
be the most difficult industry of all to
be involved in. But if you do it well,
it offers the best potential to last for 
a long time.”

P R I N C E ED WA R D IS L A N D

T H E D R E A M C A T C H E R S –  P R O F I L E S O F E N T R E P R E N E U R I A L O P P O R T U N I T Y A N D S U C C E S S

“ M a ke sure you have enough money so that you never 

s a c ri fice the quality of your pro d u c t .”


