
BEANZ ESPRESSO BAR
ORI KAY S had one taste of
e n t rep re n e u rial life and the re s t ,

as they say, is history. Her ap p re c i a-
tion for the fine points of running her
own business – plenty of good hard
wo rk , a sense of accomplishment and
p e rsonal sat i s faction – enables her to
e n j oy the ch a l l e n ges and rewa rds of
an exciting care e r.

In the pro c e s s , L o ri ’s ve n t u re –
Beanz Espresso Bar in Charl o t t e t ow n ,
P rince Edwa rd Island – introduced local
c o n s u m e rs to an entire ly new ex p e ri-
e n c e. Beanz was the fi rst espresso bar
to open in Charl o t t e t own and it offe re d
c u s t o m e rs a unique perk – the chance to
surf the Internet while enjoying their
re f reshments. Her menu includes a va ri-
ety of specialty products you might fi n d
in any quaint bistro – espre s s o , c ap p u c-
c i n o , ge l ato and bage l s , as well as
a s s o rted sandw i ch e s , s o u p ,b re a k fa s t
items and homemade dessert s .

Beanz Espresso Bar is Lori’s
second initiative as an entrepreneur.
Her first foray into business was as
owner of a clothing business located in
the same building as the espresso bar.
“I knew I would never be satisfied
with a desk job,” she recalls.  
“I wanted to be out working with 
different people every day.”

A serious fi re fo rced the cl o s u re of
her clothing business after just fo u r
ye a rs. Short ly after, a Dunkin’ D o nu t s
outlet opened in the building wh e re her
s t o re had been locat e d. When Lori had
the opportunity to take its lease, she did
just that. She operated the shop under
the Dunkin’ D o nuts chain for a month
so she could learn the ins and outs of
the business and develop a better under-
standing of customer ex p e c t ations and
demands. During an incre d i bly bri e f
s i x - d ay shutdow n , the outlet was re i n-
c a rn ated as Beanz Espresso Bar.

Putting her plans into motion was no

simple feat. Start up costs reached
$200,000 and managing the business
takes a fair amount of time. She is
thankful for va l u able advice she re c e ive d
from the Canada/Prince Edward Island
Business Service Centre, and for the
support and willing help she receives
from her father, Emmanuel Kays, her

husband, Doug Hurry, and the rest of
her family.

“ The pro blem with owning your ow n
business is that it’s always on your mind,”
she confesses. “ This business is o p e n
s even days a we e k , so I end up wo rk i n g
a lot of ove rt i m e. I’m always wo n d e ri n g
about my cash fl ow and whether my 
c u s t o m e rs are hap py with the way
things are. And I’m always trying to
think about how I can improve the pro d-
ucts or the service or the bottom l i n e.”
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Lori clearly enjoys the thrill and
challenge of business ownership and
her enthusiasm for business remains
strong. She would like to take some
entrepreneurial courses to help build
her overall business skills and improve
her accounting background. She plans
to continue refining her business until

she gets it just right – at that point, she
may consider opening other locations.  

“Running your own business take s
h a rd wo rk and a good support system,”
s ays Lori , “ but there ’s also a gre at sense
of accomplishment. You can take pri d e
in your success because, u l t i m at e ly, i t ’s
up to you. You call your own shots, yo u
t a ke the ri s k s , you re ap the success.”

The Beanz Espresso Bar employ s
about nine permanent employees and up
to 16 during the peak summer season.
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