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OTTAWA, 17 January 2001 — Louise Cobetto, Charperson of the Military Police
Complaints Commission (MPCC), today released her find report on a number of related
issues arising from the investigation of events surrounding ex-Warrant Officer (exWO)
Matthew Stopford.

Soedificdly, following acomplaint from Brigadier- Generd (BGen) Patricia Samson,
who was then the Canadian Forces Provost Marshd (CFPM), the MPCC investigated
whether or not the Canadian Forces Nationd Investigation Service (CFNIS) had mided
the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) and the Canadian public on the possibility of laying
charges againg soldierswho had dlegedly tarpered with ex-WO Stopford’ s coffeein
Crodtiain 1993.

After an in-depth investigation, the MPCC Chairperson concluded:

There was no misconduct by BGen Samson, the CFNIS or the military police
members whaose conduct the MPCC investigated. Furthermore, Ms. Cobetto
concluded, “the CFNIS did not midead, intentiondly or otherwise, the CDS or
the Canadian public about the nature of the legdl advice on which the CFNIS
relied in reaching its decison not to proceed with Criminal Code and National
Defence Act charges.”

There were minor inadequacies in the informeation ddivered by the CFNIS at a
May 30, 2000 news conference where the decison not to lay charges was
announced. However, these inadeguacies were not sgnificant and did not have a
bearing on the dleggtions of providing inaccurate, inadeguate or mideading
advice.

BEx-Warrant Officer Stopford aso filed acomplaint with the MPCC to investigete
dlegations that mideading information had been provided to him regarding
“confessons’ by individuals who had gpparently atempted to poison him. The
MPCC report concluded there was confusion over the interpretation of the word

“confessions’ and that there was no intent on the part of the CFNIS to midead
ex-WO Stopford.

With respect to the find issue rdaing to whether and when the military police
and the chain of command became aware of the poisoning dlegations, the MPCC
investigation found thet this was adequatdly reflected in the CFNIS news
conference. The main point — that there was some evidence to suggest that the
chain of command in Croatiawas aware of the poisoning alegations—was
reported by the CFNIS.
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In June 2000 the complaints from BGen Samson and ex-WO Stopford were tranamitted
to the MPCC and the Chairperson announced her decision to hold a public interest
investigation. For the purposes of thisinvestigation, Louise Cobetto and

Thomeas G. Hanagan, S.C., formed the Complaints Commission.

The Commission conducted a thorough review, including hundreds of documents, and
interviewed 11 keyindividuas over aperiod of 8 days, incduding the two complainants,
BGen Samson and ex-WO Stopford. Pursuant to the National Defence Act, the
Chairperson's interim report was tranamitted to the Minigter of Nationd Defence, CDS
and Judge Advocate Generd (JAG) in November. After reviewing the notice of action
from the CDS, the Chairperson prepared her find report, which upheld her interim report
findings and condlusons

The MPCC basss its conclusons on amore extengive body of information than thet
reviewed previoudy by the Specid Review Group (SRG). Asareault, the MPCC hasa

fuller undergtanding of the CFNIS investigation, which dlowed the MPCC to reach
subgtantialy different conclusions than those of the SRG.

Under the terms of its mandate, the MPCC conducts itsinvestigations in both athorough
and effident manner while exerdsing sole jurisdiction over monitoring and reviewing
conduct complaints about the military policein carrying out their policing duties and
functions. The MPCC aso dedsexdusvey with complaints of interferencein any
military police investigation.

The Military Police Complaints Commission, a quas-judicd dvilian overaght authority,
isexternd, autonomous and independent of the Department of Nationd Defence and the
Canadian Forces. The cregtion of the MPCC was intended to make the handling of
complantsinvolving the military police more transparent and accessble. Asan agent of
Parliament, the MPCC acts as an autonomous organization, shielded from politica and
bureaucretic interference.

For more informetion contact Emmanuelle Gallays MPCC
Tdephone (613) 947-5668; Fax: (613) 947-5705; e-mall gdlayse@smtp.ge.ca
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