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Scope and impact of organized crime and criminal activities in Canada
- CISC releases its 2003 Annual Report

August 22, 2003

HALIFAX- Criminal Intelligence Service Canada (CISC) today released its “2003 Annual
Report on Organized Crime in Canada” at a news conference in Halifax.

The Report was presented by CISC Executive Committee Chair and Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Commissioner Giuliano Zaccardelli as part of the biannual CISC Executive Committee
meeting, where police chiefs and representatives of CISC’s enforcement partners from across
Canada have gathered to focus on cooperation and sharing intelligence and to set national
priorities for CISC.

CISC’s 2003 Annual Report provides the Canadian public with information on regional and
national trends on organized and other serious crime affecting Canada. By providing this
information, CISC helps to raise the public’s awareness of the complexity and prevalence of
organized crime in Canada.

“The public is a vital partner in our collective efforts.” said Commissioner Zaccardelli. “If
Canadians recognize the effects of organized crime on their community, they are better equipped
to assist police and other law enforcement agencies with our intelligence-gathering and
investigative functions.”

Approximately 380 CISC member agencies, including federal, provincial, regional and
municipal police departments and various law enforcement, intelligence and regulatory agencies
contributed to this Annual Report.

“CISC’s Annual Report illustrates how law enforcement agencies across Canada work together
in our fight against organized crime”, said Toronto Police Chief Julian Fantino, Vice Chair,
CISC Executive Committee. “We recognize that the strength of joining forces greatly enhances
the quality of intelligence gathered, much to the benefit of the entire law enforcement
community in Canada.”

This year’s report notes that Asian-based crime groups are entrepreneurial and are often involved
in multiple criminal activities simultaneously and that Eastern European-based organized crime
groups participate in sophisticated fraud schemes. While organized crime activity does take



place at Canada’s marine ports, there have been significant enforcement successes against
criminal elements at some ports. Marine port security will be enhanced through a five year
additional federal funding plan of $172.5 million announced in January 2003. In terms of outlaw
motorcycle gangs (OMG), the report points to successful law enforcement actions in the last two
years that have significantly reduced the degree of criminal influence of OMGs in Central and
Atlantic Canada. The most powerful Traditional (Italian-based) organized crime groups continue
to be based in Ontario and Quebec and remain at the upper echelons of illicit drug importation
and distribution. Finally, while Aboriginal-based crime groups pose a low-level threat at this
time, indications are that this gang activity will increase nationally, particularly in cities, but also
on reserves, even in more remote areas.

The report also notes that contraband alcohol and tobacco activity occurs across Canada and that
the illicit firearms market provides organized crime groups with weapons. Law enforcement is
monitoring Canada’s diamond industry proactively because as the industry expands, so do the
opportunities for criminal exploitation. The Internet and other technology have provided
individuals involved in the sexual exploitation of children, particularly on-line child exploitation,
with more opportunities. There are a growing number of websites offering for-fee access to child
pornography. Emerging technologies also offer new potential means of committing established
crimes such as money laundering and fraud. Finally, street gangs remain an area of growing
concern to law enforcement, particularly the recruitment of youth and the levels of violence
associated with street gang activity.

Added CISC Director General Sandra Conlin, “CISC is committed to involving all partners in
the fight against organized crime. Together with an educated public, law enforcement can make
great strides in detecting, reducing and preventing organized and other serious crime affecting
Canada.”

Canada’s law enforcement community works in partnership to combat crime and there have been
numerous successes over the past year.

The 2003 Annual Report on Organized Crime in Canada can be obtained from CISC’s website
at www.cisc.gc.ca.

For additional details on the report’s conclusions see The 2003 CISC Annual Report -
Highlights document.

Information on law enforcement successes and information on how the public can help can be
found in the 2003 CISC Annual Report - Questions and Answers document.

Enquiries about the Report should be directed to the Central Bureau of CISC at (613) 993-9061
or by e-mail at webmaster(@cisc.gc.ca. Enquiries can also be directed to the closest Provincial
Bureau at the coordinates on the attached list.

Contact:
RCMP Media Relations: (613) 993-2999
Sargeant Wayne Noonan, Media Relations Officer “H” Division, (902) 426-5120

-30-
CISC PROVINCIAL BUREAUX
BUREAUX PROVINCIAUX DU SCRC

Criminal Intelligence Service Alberta Criminal Intelligence Service Newfoundland



c/o 11140-109th Street
Edmonton, Alberta

T5G 2T4

Director: lan Cameron
Telephone: 780-453-0733
Fax: 780-453-3828

E-mail; ianc@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

Criminal Intelligence Service British Columbia
Annacis Island,

Delta, B.C.

V3M 5P8

MAILING ADDRESS: Box 42529

New Westminster, B.C.

V3M 6H5

Director: Wayne Holland

Telephone: 604-777-7911

Fax: 604-777-7920

E-mail: wayne.holland@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

Criminal Intelligence Service Manitoba
Box 5650

1091 Portage Avenue

Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3C 3K2

Director: Rick Montsion

Telephone: 204-983-0250

Fax: 204-983-2628

E-mail: rickmontsion@winnipeg.ca

Criminal Intelligence Service New Brunswick
Box 3900

Fredericton, New Brunswick

E3B 478

Director: Mike Connolly

Telephone: 506-452-3150

Fax: 506-451-6065

E-mail: mike.j.connolly@rcmp-grec.gc.ca

Criminal Intelligence Service Saskatchewan
6101 Dewdney Avenue,

Bag Service 2500

Regina, Saskatchewan

S4P 3K7

Director: Bob Bazin

Telephone: 306-780-5467

Fax: 306-780-8843

E-mail: robert.bazin@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

Postal Station B, Box 9700

St. John's, Newfoundland

A1A 3T5

Director: Graham Hobbs

Telephone: 709-772-6492

Fax: 709-772-3494

E-mail: graham.hobbs@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

Criminal Intelligence Service Nova Scotia

Box 2286

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3E 1

Director: Ken Brown

Telephone: 902-426-7485

Fax: 902-426-1376

E-mail: ken.f.brown@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

Criminal Intelligence Service Ontario
9th Floor, George Drew Building

25 Grosvenor Street

Toronto, Ontario

M7A 2H3

Director: Glenn Miller

Telephone: 416-314-3050

Fax: 416-314-3043

E-mail: glenn.miller@jus.gov.on.ca

Criminal Intelligence Service Québec
1701, rue Parthenais, local 6.84
Montreal, Quebec

H2K 3S7

Directeur: Pierre Brien

Telephone: 514-598-4781

Fax: 514-596-3680

E-mail: pierre.brien@srcg.gouv.gc.ca




