
The Application Process

STEP 2

STEP 3

Your spouse or common-law partner and his or her dependent children in Canada must undergo a medical 
examination. When medical results are submitted up-front, routine cases benefit from faster processing because 

we do not have to request them at a later date.

STEP 1 We assess whether you meet sponsorship requirements

You need to 
provide additional 
documents or fees

You meet 
sponsorship 
requirements

You do not meet
 sponsorship
 requirements

•  We assess whether your spouse or common-law partner and 
his or her dependent children in Canada meet eligibility requirements 

•  A visa office assesses dependent children outside Canada

You submit your sponsorship application and your spouse or common-law partner’s
application for permanent resident status.

Your spouse or 
common-law partner 

must provide additional 
documents

Your spouse 
or common-law partner 

appears to meet 
requirements

Your spouse or 
common-law partner 
must be interviewed

Your spouse 
or common-law partner 

does not meet 
requirements

We conduct an 
interview

Your spouse or common-
law partner meets 

eligibility requirements

Your spouse or common-
law partner does not meet 

eligibility requirements

We assess whether your spouse or common-law partner and his or her 
dependent children meet medical and background requirements

Your spouse or 
common-law partner 

must take more 
medical tests

Your spouse or 
common-law partner must

 provide additional 
background information

Your spouse or 
common-law partner 

meets all requirements

Your spouse or
 common-law part
ner does not meet
 all requirements

You pay the Right of 
Permanent Residence Fee 

(if not already paid)

Permanent resident 
status is granted

Refusal letter is sent

Your application is
 withdrawn. Processing 

fees refunded (less $75).
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