GOVERNMENT NOTI CES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT

Food and Drug Regul ati ons - Amendnents
InterimMarketing Authorization

Fenhexam d i s registered under the Pest Control Products Act
as a fungicide for the control of Botrytis di seases on grapes, red
and bl ack raspberri es, | oganberri es, bl ackberri es and
strawberries. Maxi mum Residue Limts (MRLs) have been established
under the Food and Drugs Act for residues of fenhexamd resulting
from this use at 20 parts per mllion (ppn) in blackberries
| oganberries and raspberries, 6 ppmin raisins, 4 ppmin grapes,
and 3 ppm in strawberries. MRLs have al so been established at
6 ppm in apricots, cherries and peaches/nectarines, 0.5 ppmin
plunms and 0.02 ppmin alnonds inported into Canada, in order to
permt the sale of food containing these residues. By virtue of
subsection B.15.002(1) of the Food and Drug Regul ations, the MRL
for other foods is 0.1 ppm

The Pest Managenent Regulatory Agency (PVMRA), of Health
Canada, has recently approved an application to anmend the
registration of fenhexamd in order to allow its use for the
control of Botrytis diseases on l|ettuce and Dbushberries
(bl ueberri es, currants, el derberri es, gooseberries and
huckl eberries). The PMRA has al so been requested to establish MRLs
for residues of fenhexamd in lettuce and i n bushberries resulting
fromthis use, in order to permt the sale of food containing
t hese residues.

Bef ore maki ng a regi stration decision regarding a new use of
a pest control product, the PMRA conducts the appropriate
assessnment of the risks and value of the product specific to its
proposed use. The regi stration of the pest control product will be
anended if: the data requirenents for assessing value and safety
have been adequately addressed; the evaluation indicates that the
product has nerit and value; and the human health and
environnental risks associated wth its proposed use are
accept abl e.

After the review of all available data, the PMRA has

deternmined that MRLs for fenhexanmid of 23 ppmin |lettuce and of
4 ppm in blueberries, currants, elderberries, gooseberries and
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huckl eberri es woul d not pose an unacceptabl e healthrisk tothe public.

The use of fenhexam d on | ettuce and bushberries will provide
joint benefits to consuners and the agricultural industry as a
result of inproved managenent of pests. In addition, this use wll
contribute to a safe, abundant and affordable food supply by
allowi ng the inportation and sale of food commodities containing
acceptabl e | evel s of pesticide residues.

Therefore, it is the intention of the PMRA to recomend t hat
the Food and Drug Regul ati ons be amended to establish MRLs for
fenhexamd of 23 ppm in lettuce and of 4 ppm in blueberries
currants, elderberries, gooseberries and huckl eberri es.

As a means to inprove the responsiveness of the regulatory
system an Interim Marketing Authorization is being issued to
permt the immrediate sale of lettuce with an MRL of 23 ppm for
fenhexamd and sale of blueberries, currants, elderberries,
gooseberri es and huckl eberries with an MRL of 4 ppmfor fenhexam d
while the regulatory process to anend the Regulations is
undert aken.
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