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Description

Thishousehold pestisanocturna insect
commonly found in attics, basements, bathrooms,
wall voids, subfloor areas, and cracksor
crevices. Theslverfish originatedin thetropics,
but it has been ableto extend itsrangeto
temperate countriesby dwellingin damp and
warm locations. Silverfish, or their eggs, can be
unknowingly transported from oneareato
another in cardboard cartons, books, paper and
many other carbohydrate substances. Silverfish
arewinglessinsectsthat possessaflat and
dender, silvery, scale-covered body. They have
threelong thin antennae and dender appendages
at therear of thebody. Silverfish arevery long-
livedinsectsthat cantravel quickly onflat
surfaces. They arescavengersand will feed on
crumbs, dead insects, starch, glue, paste, and an
assortment of paper products. Thereproductive
cycleof thefemal esvariesdepending upontheir
environmenta conditions, and their tiny eggs
usually taketwo to six weeksto hatch.

Sanitation

Sanitationisthefirst and foremost e ement of any
effectivesiverfish control program andismost
suitablefor thecontrol of al crawlinginsects.

1) Vacuumregularly to help removefood
particlesand insect egg masses.

2) Regularly clean around and behind appliances,
machinery, countertops, cupboards, drawersand
pantries. Also clean beneath sinksand other
locationswhere dark or humid conditionsexist.

3) Wrap or insulate pipesthat have excessive

amountsof condensation, repair leaky faucets
and pipes, ventilate bathrooms and dehumidify
areasof excessmoisture.

Methods of Control

Physical Control

Silverfishcanbeeasly trappedinsmall glass
containersor baby foodjars. Wraptheoutside
of theglasswith tapeand set the contai ner
uprightinareaswheresiverfishhavebeen seen.
Silverfishwill climb upthetaped surface, but they
will betrappedintheglasscontainer because
they cannot climb smooth surfaces.

Chemical Control

Domestic classchemica productsavailableto
homeownersfor control of silverfishwill contain
propoxur. These productscan be obtained from
garden centresor hardwarestores. By following
thedirectionsfor application methodsand rates
stipulated onthelabel, these productscan be
effectiveinreducing thenumber of silverfish
infestingahousehol d.

Diatomaceousearth, anactiveingredientfoundin
pesticide products, iscomposed of crushed
microscopic marineorganismsandisan
ecological meansof control. Thispowdery dustis
muchlikean abrasiveandit actsby removingthe
waxy coating that normally preventstheinsect
fromlosingwater. Theinsect, after cominginto
contact withthedust, diesfrom dehydration.
Diatomaceousearth can beapplied along
baseboardsand beneath and behind appliances
tocontrol crawlinginsects. Itisnon-toxicto
humans,

“Silverfish can be easily trapped
in small glass containers or baby

food jars.”
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Remember

Before Purchasing a Pesticide
Product

| dentify the pest correctly.

Usephysical control methods
and alternativesto pesticides.

Read the label directions and safety precautions
before buying the product. Thelabel must include
the name of the pest to be controlled and the
treatment location (e.g., indoor, outdoor, garden
uses, pet treatment).

Purchase only the quantity of product needed
for the treatment.

Alternatively, you may chooseto hirea
licensed pest control operator.

When Using a Pesticide

Carefully read all label instructionsand
precautions before using pesticides.

Do not drink, eat or smokewhile applying
pesticides.

Persons and pets should vacate the area during
treatment. Cover or remove aquaria.

If kitchen areais to be treated, cover or
removefood, dishesand utensils.

After Handling a Pesticide

Always wash your hands thoroughly after
handling any pesticideproduct.

Do not permit persons or pets to contact
treated surfaces until residue has dried completely.
Provide adequate ventilation of treated areas

after use.

Wipe clean all surfaces that comein direct
contact with food, such as counters, tables and
stovetops, includingindoor and outdoor surfaces.

Always store pesticides out of reach of children
and pets and away from food and beverages.

In Case of Accidental Poisoning

Call apoison control centreimmediately and
seek medical attention.

Take the pesticide container or |abel with you
to the emergency facility or physician.

Follow first aid statements on the label.

In case of accidental poisoning of
pets seek veterinary attention
immediately.

When Disposing of Pesticides
Do not reuse empty pesticide
containers. Wrap and dispose of in household

garbage.

Unused or partially used pesticide products should
bedisposed of at provincially or municipally
designated household hazardous waste disposal
Sites.

Use Common Sense
These are general recommendations.
Consult thelabel for specificinstructions.
When in doubt, contact a professional.

Pest Management Regulatory Agency
2720 Riverside Drive
Ottawa ON K1A 0K9

Pest Management Information Service
Telephone: 1-800-267-6315

From outside Canada: (613) 736-3799*
*Long distance charges apply.

Fax: (613) 736-3798

Internet: www.hc-sc.ge.ca/pmra-arla
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