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The Pesticides Directorate has been receiving an increasing nunber of requests to
accept pesticide |abels which use the terns "natural" and "organic" and their
french equivalents, "naturel" et "biologique". Generally, these enquiries are
framed in the context of |abelling for pest control products which would be used
on foods that are produced wi thout the use of synthetic chemi cals (e.g., organic
farm ng).
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CONSI DERATI ONS

The sanme question has al so energed within the broader context
of food labelling. 1In this case, an Ad Hoc Conm ttee on

Nat ural and Organi ¢ Food was established in August 1989 to
identify pertinent options and to fornul ate recomendati ons
regarding the role of governnents in that aspect of agriculture
pertaining to "natural™ and "organic" agri-food products. The
Ad Hoc Committee on Natural and Organic Food, reporting to the
Canadi an Agricultural Research Council (CARC), has recommended
that the Departnental position should be as foll ows:

1. No further consideration should be given to the use of the
terms "natural/naturel”. These terns have been used in so
many i nstances that they have no precise neaning and do not
convey any useful information.

2. The ternms "organic/biol ogi que" have a precise nmeani ng and
refer to a particular kind of production nmethodol ogy. These
ternms should not be linked with the quality or safety of
f ood products.

The Committee will continue working towards the devel opment of
st andards of production and certification; the el aboration of
appropriate legislation; and the establishment of a mechani sm
to ensure responsible inplenmentation and enforcenent of the
standards. An Organic Advisory Board is to be forned to
further this devel opnment.

Label l'i ng Guidelines for Pesticides

In line with departnental policy, the ternms "natural/naturel”
will no | onger be considered acceptable on pesticide |abels.

On the other hand, the terms "organic/bi ol ogi que" can be
considered in the context of a particular kind of production
technol ogy. However the production system nust be defined and
characteri zed before hand (i.e., organic production standards
nmust be established). Appropriate pesticide |abelling
gui del i nes can then be devel oped and proposed, for
consultation, via a R Menorandum Until these prerequisite

st eps have been taken, the terns "organic" and "bi ol ogi que”
will not be accepted on pesticide |abels.



One exception to this rule exists. Since "biol ogi que" also
means "biological", when used in the context of MP.C A

(M crobi ol ogi cal Pest Control Agents) the word "biol ogi que”
wi Il be accepted.

The ternms "natural/naturel™ and "organic/biol ogi que" have, over
time, been used on pesticide |labels in an ad hoc fashion. This
situation will remain status quo for existing products or
re-brands (Private Labels or Master Copies) of themuntil
organi ¢ production standards are established and the subsequent
pesticide | abelling guidelines devel oped.

I nterested parties may wi sh to propose wordi ng that m ght be
useful in pesticide |abelling, such as, "for use in organic
food production systens”. Proposals nmay be forwarded directly
to the Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by Dr. |I.R Sutherland, Food
| nspection Directorate, Agriculture Canada, Otawa, KLA 0C5.
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