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SCRAP-YARD WORKER ELECTROCUTED

A 50-year-old man employed by a recycling business was electrocuted while
helping move some scrap metal which was piled beneath overhead electrical
utility lines.

He was one of two men assisting the operator of a boom truck to remove a stack of sheet
metal on one side of the road, and an old vehicle axle from the other. The men had
completed loading the metal sheets on a flatbed trailer, and then swung the boom across
the road to reach the axle, which lay below electrical utility lines.

One of the workers placed a chain around the axle, and grabbed the load hook at the end
of the crane cable so he could connect the hook to the chain.As he pulled on the cable to
make the connection,he inadvertently pulled it into the overhead electrical lines.He was
electrocuted, and died immediately.

Recent accidents involving contact of equipment with overhead electrical wires have
prompted both the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission (WHSCC)
and NB Power to stress the importance of hazard awareness when working around
electrical utilities.
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e minimum di o 1. Contact the authority owning or operating the electrical utility line or utility line

e minimum distances apply to all objects, including scaffolds, . A R R .
han tools, ladders, heavy equipment, etc equipment to ensure that the line or equipment is (a) de-energized, or (b) adequately
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