Minister dismisses
coal as he readies
energy strategy

TOROMNTO

Cual is a dirtv word to Ontario’s ener-
ey minister, who said yesterday he
won't revisit plans to close the
province's coal-fired electricity genera-
tors in favour of what critics say will be
an expensive, multibillion-dollar plan to
build new nuclear plants.

Dwight Duncan said vesterday he'll
ANNOUNCE Very soomn — sources say like
lv next week — along-awaited response
to a December report by the Ontario
Power Authority that called for $70 bil-
lion in spending to ensure there's
enolgh electricity for the province over
the next 20 vears, with more than half
that money spent on nuclear power.

Duncan said that future won't in-
clude coal, which powers nearly one-
fifth of Omtario’s electricity supply. He
said the provincee’s four remaining coal
plants will be closed, despite Alberta
Premier Ralph Klein's assertions that
the generators criticized for smog-cans-
ingemissions can be cleaned up.

Cm Monday, Elein said Ontario is e
ing short-sighted in its vilification of
coal amid the development of new tech-
nologles that he saild can provide “very
clean-burning coal operations.”

“I wonld expect somebody who sells
coal to say something like that,” Dun-
can scoffed. noting Alberta produces
some 80 per cent of Canada's overall
coal supply “Our constituents have a
bigger concern — their air quality™

However, the Liberals are being ac-
cnsed of weakening Ontario’s emviron-
mental assessment laws in an attempt
to fast-track new nuclear plants.

Environment Minister Laurel
Broten announced vesterday measures
to streamline the environmental assess-
ment process required on many indus
trial projects. including powet generat-

ing stations. She said the new system
will reduce the amount of time it takes
to get answers on potential electricity
landfill and transit projects by one to
three vears, depending on the proposal.

New Democrat Leader Howard
Hampton suspects the changes are be-
ing made so that the province can rush
through environmental assessments of
its energy strategy

“It's very clear what the MoGuinty
government is up to here,”” Hampton
said, calling Broten's initiatives “a plan
to water down the Environmental As-
sessment Act.”

Dnncan sald environmental assess-
ments on new nuclear plants are con-
ducted federally He said that's appropri-
ate since the province — which owns
Omtario Power Generation —shouldn't
conduct environmental assessments of
Its W Assets.

But Hampton noted that a legal opin-
ion prepared for environmentalists in
Februarv showed Ontarie mmst con-
duct a proper environmental assess-
ment of any plan to build new nuclear
plants regardless of where they are
built. Past nuclear projects in Ontario
have gone billions of dollars over bud-
Lt

Ontario power officials say the re-
port doesn’t recommend nuclear power
above other energy sources, but rather
that nuclear power continue to acconunt
for about half of Ontario’s electricity
reneration.

But anti-nuclear lobbyvists note that
the Ontario Power Authority’s recom-
mendations would require new reactors
and refurbishments of existing ones at
a cost of about $40 billion and would
create more headaches about storing ra-
dioactive waste.
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