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Why is copyright permission needed?

Copyright laws protect the original producer, writer, and/or publisher of material from the unauthorized reproduction of that
material. You must keep in mind that the unauthorized reproduction of material from scientific reports is no different than
that of music, novels, and videotapes, and is subject to prosecution. It is imperative that permission be obtained from the
copyright holder to reproduce any previously published figure, photograph, or other text material — and this is your
responsibility.

A Copyright permission form has been prepared to help authors with this task. It is available from the Forms section on
our website.

Almost all journals and publishing organizations hold copyright on articles that they publish. Even if you created the
figure for publication in a journal article and you wish to use it again in a GSC publication, you must ask the
journal for permission to use it, as the journal holds copyright. Check the colophon page of the journal to see if
written permission must be obtained to reproduce a figure or photograph. For example, the Canadian Journal of Earth
Sciences grants blanket permission to reproduce figures, etc., as long as the source is acknowledged. Any figure or
photograph originally published in a GSC publication does not require permission to be used in another GSC publication.
Permission is not needed to reproduce figures, etc. published by other federal government departments.

When is copyright permission not needed?

If the figure has been substantially altered, then copyright permission is not needed, and the source should be
acknowledged in the figure caption like this: (modified from Smith, 1998, Fig. 3). If you are uncertain if the changes are
substantial enough, please enclose photocopies of the original figure and your modified version, and the Editorial Unit will
make that decision. Please note that simply redrafting and/or changing the patterns on a figure does not
constitute substantial change.

PLEASE READ AND SIGN BELOW (if applicable):

Please check all the previously published figures, photos, and tables appearing in your report and decide which need
permission.

Please include with this package a signed statement of permission to reproduce from any journals or publishers that hold
copyright to any of the previously published figures, photos, and tables appearing in your report.

If you are certain that there are no restrictions on the material, please sign and date below:

Type name here

yyyy-mm-dd
Signature Date
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