ABSTRACT

The coastline of Canada s significant in the woild
because of its lemgth, varied physical character, and
range of climatic zones it covers. n Canada it is a place
for people to lwe, work and ply.  Shorelines are
constantly changlng In response to 4 complex amay of
marlne, geomeiphic and climatic factors, It Is not a
simple task to differentiate the siginals of climate change
from other nawral factors without having a longer tesm
record of the type and magnitude of changes that can
occur within different coastal environments and alang
different shore types,

The Geologleal Survey of Canada (GSC), since the mid
1970s, has established a network of coastal sites in
Canada where repetitive observations and  surveys
provide a reference level of anticipated change

Coastal sites were selected as representative of a
specifle shore type, coastal environment, of locations
where  specific natural processes or human activities
dominate. Information has been collected using aeiial
surveys, detalled ground transects. sampling  and
manitoring of specific processes.  For the future It is
critical to maintain a few key sites along each coastline
of Canada, to summarize the state of the coasts and
thelr sensitivity to change and ts begin to wse this
reference database for |dentifying the signals and
Irigacts of climate change,
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