Glaciation, Bedrock Composition and
Trace Metals in the Environment

In the surficial deposits of Canada, trace metal concentrations vary widely, reflecting both bedrock composition and the effects of
glaciation. In some areas, trace metals occur naturally at concentrations that are commonly associated with pollution, and well above levels
set for the purposes of environmental protection. Whether they are "high" or "low", the trace metal concentrations reflect the natural

'background' of the environment.

Geochemica maps of central Newfoundland (Fig. A)
illustrate linkages between glaciation and bedrock
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