Pandemic Influenza Contingency Plan Summary

Background

Influenza pandemic occurs when a large number of people become ill, with the influenza virus, during the same period throughout the world.  We will see large numbers of people in our community ill and large geographical areas will be affected simultaneously.  The emergency will last about six to eight weeks.  In previous pandemics the very young and old in addition to the twenty to forty year olds were affected.  The occurrence of the pandemic will seriously comprise the life, health, and safety of our community.

A Health Unit Operations Centre has been established to be the lead agency in the event of influenza pandemic.

Overview

1. Surveillance:  
The Health Unit will augment existing surveillance systems for influenza.
Daily reporting of cases of flu-like illness and pneumonia by:

· Sentinel Physicians, Peterborough Regional Health Centre, Long Term Care Facilities

· Workplace reporting of respiratory related event impact

· Absenteeism of staff and students in City and County Schools


Increase lab surge capacity, recruit additional labs and develop guidelines for testing


Reporting of activity provincially, federally and internationally.

The reports will be recorded by the Health Unit in a flow sheet and made available, for information, to the Steering Committee, all sub-committees and the EOC’s.

2. Vaccine and Anti-Viral Drugs:  

The Health Unit is responsible for operational procedures for delivery and administration of vaccine.
· Acquisition, transportation, storage, security and delivery of vaccine & anti-viral drugs 

· Strategies for mass immunization clinics

· Volunteer management

· Protocols for data maintenance, logistics, etc.

· Protocol for monitoring all adverse events


Work with the communications staff to disseminate information and educate the public

3. Medical Care: 

The Health Unit is responsible for enhanced operational procedures for medical care and administration, specific to a pandemic public health emergency.

· Treatment of Influenza, complications, and Associated Medical Conditions.

· Roles and Responsibilities of emergency response agencies

Develop educational material regarding “self-care” and reducing the spread of influenza.

Pandemic Influenza Contingency Plan con’t

4. Emergency Planning and Operations:  
The Emergency Control Group is responsible for enhanced operational procedures for a Pandemic Influenza Emergency Contingency Plan.

· Emergency measures procedures specific to pandemic influenza public health emergency

· Roles and responsibilities of emergency response agencies specific to pandemic influenza public health emergency

· Use of extra-ordinary actions in response to a pandemic emergency

· Educate current emergency stakeholders regarding “risk specific” pandemic emergency measures

· Liaise with emergency responders regarding maintaining essential emergency/community services

· Co-ordinate with provincial/federal or other municipality emergency measures structures regarding pandemic emergency measures

5. Communications: 

The Emergency Control Group, Public Information Officer is responsible for enhanced operational procedures for communications regarding pandemic information.

· Strategy for maintaining public confidence

· Procedures and materials for educating the public

· Work with medical care and emergency measures staff to disseminate information and educate the public

Enhanced Roles

Health Unit

· Lead agency in the event of influenza pandemic

Police

· Provision of security for vaccine and anti-viral storage and transportation

· Assist with relief efforts

Fire

· Assist with door to door checks for seriously ill

· Provide back up to Ambulance and Police

· Assist with transportation of non-critical patients, if required

Public Information Officer

· Early activation of the Public Information Plan

· Assist with distribution of Pandemic Influenza Contingency Plan communication procedures.

CAO

· Establish and maintain provincial and federal contacts to provide information and direction.

Full copy of Pandemic Influenza Contingency Plan available in Health Unit & Liaise Officer Binders


