CALCULATE
YOUR HOME'S 1.Q.*

—
0 = Great! w

5 to 20 = Be more careful.

25 and + = Caution:
DANGER! ‘1'

* Inflammable Quotient = the level of fire
risk your
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THE RIGHT EQUATION:

A GREAT WAY TO ENJOY
YOUR LIFE IN PERFECT
SAFETY

A SMOKE DETECTOR __

YOURHOME = "G\ 'EVERY FLOOR  —

Smoke detectors are your best friends in case of fire. Check them regularly to make sure they're
working. It's advisable to gently clean the interior of the covers with a vacuum cleaner and, especially,
& to replace the batteries at least once a year. After 10 years of use, you should replace your smoke
v detectors.

‘ 8\ lonization detectors are the most common and are especially effective around flames. Never take the
)} batteries out of your smoke detector! To avoid false alarms when you take a shower or cook, you can
install your smoke detector a little farther away instead.

A Also get some photoelectric detectors. They're recommended mainly because they detect sparks that
E,' -::/,,9 are smouldering (for example, a cigarette burning in a chair or bed, an electrical wire that catches fire
—

under a rug, etc.). Less sensitive to false alarms, these detectors are recommended for near kitchens and
bathrooms.

or out of date? It can't be said often enough—your smoke detector can save your life,
as well as limiting damage.

\ Did you know that in 60% of fatal fires, the smoke detector was missing, or disconnected,

THE EVIDENCE IS CONCLUSIVE:
A LOW 1.Q. FOR YOUR HOME CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE!

All too often, we see fires break out in homes that are otherwise completely safe. Actually, everyday negligence causes many
thousands of fires every year and turns the lives of too many families upside down. After the fact, it's painful to admit that a
little bit of caution would have avoided the catastrophe.

The equation is simple! Your home’s 1.Q. depends on the care of the people who live in it. So don’t play with fire get busy and
reduce the risks right away!

Source : Ministére de la Sécurité publique, La sécurité incendie au Québec, Quelques chiffres, édition 2002.



PREVENTING FIRES

REDUCE IS NOT AN EXACT SCIENCE, BUT...
YOUR HOME'’S RISK

We hope you’ll be happy with the score you get from doing this little 1.Q. Quiz.
Please read the following to feel even safer in your home.

SMOKE You can never be too careful...
s0 The best device for frying foods is a deep fryer with a thermostat. If yo
don’t have one, use a saucepan, but remember—always roll up your

Here are the facts sleeves*. Heat up your
i 2R Qe Sieer sugsies—indilig oil SLOWLY: it will catch fire if it's heated too fast. Never salt your food

matches and lighters—caused more than 1,175 fires, over hot oil—it's highly dangerous.
and negligence by smokers was the cause of three deaths in 10.
IF THE OIL CATCHES FIRE

You can never be too careful...
Immediately grab the cover of the saucepan, a cookie tray or, even better,

a portable ABC-type fire extinguisher to smother the fire quickly. Never
try to put out a stove fire with water.

YOU HAVE TO LEAVE THE KITCHEN TO GO AND ANSWER THE
DOOR?

Turn off the elements on your stove first. Always, no matter what type of
cooking you're doing, find something to remind you that there’s a pot on
the stove in the kitchen. For example, use a kitchen timer or even a
wooden spoon that you keep in your hand.

* If your clothes catch fire, don‘t panic! Lie down on the floor, protect your face
with your hands and roll over several times to smother the flames.

rCIiT are wic 1aws

Stoves (elements and ovens) are the cause in more than one fire in 10 in
Quebec, which means nearly 1,350 fires every year. In 40% of the cases,
vegetable oil, grease or other fats such as butter and margarine fuelled
the fire.
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Every year, 10% of fires are started by defective electrical equipment and
by the dangerous or improper use of electrical products, including plugs
and extension cords.

You can never be too careful...

ARE THE HOMEFIRES
BURNING IN YOUR
WO0O0D STOVE OR

FIREPLACE?

A fire smouldering
under ashes is
dangerous—be smart
when you dispose of
ashes!

Even if the fire in your wood
stove or fireplace seems to be out,
wait at least 72 hours before get-
ting rid of the ashes.

Embers and sparks, even
though you don't see them,
are still alive and present an
ENORMOUS fire risk.

Always put your cold ashes in a
metal container with feet and store
them away from materials that can
burn. Never put ashes on a
wooden deck or in a bin that's
close to your home.




