E%’gg% T s

2@ Slang

CANADA

A Guide for Parents of New Drivers

Highway Safety
Operations

Co-Pilot

Minister's Message

As part of our efforts to improve the safety of Island road users,
Highway Safety Operations has designed this brochure to assist
parents and other responsible individuals who accompany new
drivers practicing their driving skills. New drivers must acquire the
required skills to be safe and competent behind the wheel by getting
out on the road and driving. Learning to drive is an important
milestone. The skills the learner acquires sets the tone for a lifetime
of driving. Thorough preparation for the driving task is therefore
essential. With your help, we can ensure that they acquire these skills
safely.

Thank you for taking time to read Co-Pilot. I am confident that you
and your learning driver will find this brochure informative in
understanding the challenges and responsibilities of driving.

Minister
Transportation and Public Works

This Brochure Supplements the
Prince Edward Island Driver's Handbook



Please Read
this
Co-Pilot Brochure
Before
Signing Your
Consent

Please Return
Consent Form*
and
Birth Certificate
at
Time of
Written Appointment

*Page 11 of this brochure



Co-Pilot
A Guide For Parents
of New Drivers

Introduction

The purpose of this brochure is to outline ways that you, as a parent
and “co-pilot”, can help your new driver. Helping the new driver will
involve time, effort and patience on your part, but it will be well
rewarded. You will worry less, knowing that you assisted your new
driver in developing a lifelong skill.

This brochure should be used together with the Prince Edward Island
Driver's Handbook, which includes the rules of the road and basic
driving instructions. The Co-pilot brochure is also designed for
parents of new drivers enrolled in a Driver Education Program, and
will be helpful to anyone who is a “co-pilot” to a new driver.

The Co-Pilot's Responsibility
Be a Good Model

Children often imitate their parents' behaviour so set a good example
whenever you drive. Obey all traffic laws; be courteous and drive
safely.

Don't Drive After Drinking
Young people are more likely to drink and drive if they have seen
their parents drinking and driving.

Use Seat Belts

Just as your new driver will mimic your bad habits, he or she will
usually adopt your good habits, such as wearing a seat belt. No matter
how short the trip, encourage your new driver to wear a seat belt.
Teach your new driver to fasten the belt before starting the engine. If
you wear a seat belt each time you get into the car, your new driver
may do the same.

Use Headlights or Daytime Running Lights

Many accidents happen simply because drivers fail to see approaching
vehicles. When your headlights or daytime running lights are on, your
chances of being hit head on or from the side are reduced by up to 25
percent.
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Before You Sign

Any person under 18 years of age in Prince Edward Island requires the
signed consent of both parents or legal guardian(s) to receive an
instruction permit. If you think that your teenager is not ready to
drive, you can and should withhold your consent. A consent can also
be withdrawn at any time until the age of 18. Before you give your
consent, consider your teenager’s:

Attitude

Attitude influences behaviour. The young person with a positive
attitude toward people in authority (parents, teachers, police, etc.),
pedestrians and other road users will be responsible enough to place
safety ahead of personal image and prestige.

Social Responsibility

Adolescents who apply themselves to their school work, show
willingness to help others and meet family expectations are more
likely to engage in responsible driving.

Intellectual Maturity

Anyone who wants to drive must be able to learn and apply the rules
of the road. Beyond this, new drivers must understand the risks
involved in driving, recognize the serious consequences of breaking
the law and be prepared to act accordingly.

Risk-taking Behaviour

Research suggests that adolescents who engage in certain behaviours
that place themselves or others in danger may be at greater risk of
involvement in a serious collision.

Emotional Maturity

Anyone who has problems with alcohol or other drugs should not
consider driving; by consenting, you would be initiating a lethal
combination. Also, a person with poor emotional control should not
be given the opportunity to vent anger and frustration behind the
wheel of a car.

Financial Resources

Besides gas and upkeep of a vehicle there are expenses for adequate
collision and liability insurance. If there is a collision, cost may
increase.
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Developing a Safe Driver

Most young drivers strive for independence, control over their own
lives, and acceptance by their friends and family. In our society,
obtaining a driver's license often represents an important step in this
direction. You can begin by preparing well in advance of the new
driver’s driving test. There are several things you and your teenager can
do to make this a positive experience:

>

By watching you, your teenager was learning to drive long before
the first formal driving lesson. Share your experience and concern.
Ask for your teenager's opinion and respect it.

Driving a motor vehicle is an important responsibility. Decide
whether your teenager has shown attitude and behaviours that
demonstrate readiness to assume this responsibility. Establish
conditions for permitting your teenager to obtain a driver’s
license.

In many incidences, parents choose to delay their teenagers
application for the driving test longer than the mandatory 180-
day time period. Some reasons for doing this are: more practice
time is required in city or on highway, poor decision-making
process, poor judgment or poor control and technique. In any
event, have your teenager well prepared for the road test to avoid
embarrassment or frustration should they not qualify.

_5-

Determine the most practical method of driving instruction. You
may decide that you are the best person to assist your
son/daughter; however, it may be that you often become
impatient. Perhaps you become anxious whenever someone else
drives your car. In such cases, it would be best to have someone
more suitable provide the early on-road training and practice
sessions. You may wish to enroll your student in a Driver
Education Program.

Formal lessons will not replace the requirement of follow-up
behind-the-wheel practice that a good driving school will expect
of their students.

Remember, what you teach your new driver should correspond
with what is taught by the driver educator. If your new driver
insists that your instructions are different from the Driver
Education Program, contact the driver educator to discuss this
matter.

Driver Education programs require all students to have a
minimum of 25 hours classroom training, 10 hours behind-the-
wheel instruction, and six hours observation time. When the
program is completed, the driving school will conduct the road
test for a Class 5 driver’s license.

Read the Driver's Handbook which is available from any Highway
Safety Operations office.



Road Test

Not qualifying for a driver’s license results from too many mistakes,
alaw violation or a dangerous action. A learner who is not successful
on the road test must wait a minimum of two weeks before trying
again. If your learner driver does not pass the test, please review the
road test with them to help understand where more practice or
experience is needed. If there is something you do not understand,
contact the driver examiner. You may decide that your learner driver
requires a longer waiting period than two weeks in order to better
prepare for another test.

After Passing Road Test

Now that your new driver has earned a driver’s license, remember, it
takes several years to develop the good driving habits that will last for
a lifetime. Research suggests that inexperience contributes to
collisions and traffic violations.

The newly licensed driver is on probation for a period of two years
and monitored closely by Highway Safety Operations for violations
under the Highway Traffic Act, Criminal Code and accident
involvement.

The accumulation of six, or more demerit points during the first year
of their probation results in a one-month suspension of driving
privileges.

During the second year of probation, the accumulation of nine or
more demerit points also results in the suspension of driving
privileges.

In the case of a new driver who is the holder of a driver’s license for
less than two years, and a roadside screening device registers a blood
alcohol content reading, a police officer has the authority to impose
a 24-hour driving suspension in addition to a 90-day administrative
driving prohibition.

Driving while disqualified is also an offence and a conviction will
result in a six-month cancellation to be applied consecutively to the
period of the existing suspension, cancellation or disqualification.

Graduated Licensing Approach

Recent changes to the PEI Highway Traffic Act regarding a
Graduated Drivers’ Licensing System for the new driver went into
effect on December 20, 2000. Following are these important
changes:

» All drivers who received their Instruction Permit on or after
December 20, 2000, must wait 180 days before taking their road
test.

» Drivers providing instruction to a beginner driver with an
instruction permit must have held a valid driver’s license for at
least four years.

Passenger Restriction:

» Effective December 20, 2000, all newly licensed drivers holding a
class 5 driver’s license (one who held a license less than two years)
will be subject to the following passenger restrictions.

» During Year one: a newly licensed driver, regardless of age, will
be restricted to three (3) passengers. Any additional passengers
must be the newly licensed driver's immediate family. All
passengers in the vehicle shall be restricted to the number of seat
belts.

» During Year two: a newly licensed driver, regardless of age, will
require all passengers in the vehicle to be restricted to the number
of seat belts.



Blood Alcohol Content

» All new drivers under 19 years of age or new drivers who have
held their drivers license for less than two (2) years (regardless of
age) must have a “O” blood alcohol content (BAC) when driving.
An offense will result in a 24-hour roadside suspension and a
90-day administrative prohibition.

A new driver must be encouraged to take responsibility for safe
driving.

Enroll in a Defensive Driving Course by contacting the PEI Safety
Council at 894-7500 or 1-800-618-4697.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it is extremely important for new drivers to understand
their responsibility and it is just as critical for parents or guardians to
allow the novice or newly licensed driver to drive at every opportunity
possible under supervision. Whenever possible, each time you get
into your vehicle with a novice or newly licensed driver, encourage
them to do the driving.

Take positive steps toward prevention of bad driving habits, praise
newly acquired, safe driving skills and remind the new driver of ways
to improve weaker areas. Most of all, continue to practice driving
together.
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Consent Form

Newly Licensed Driver (Signature)

understand and accept the responsibility of holding a driver's license
by operating in a safe and courteous manner.

I also consent that as a newly licensed driver enrolled in, or having
completed a Driver Education Program, I will participate if selected,
in a road test evaluation by Highway Safety Operations.

Parents' Consent

Father/Legal Guardian (signature)

and,

Mother/Legal Guardian (signature)

O If sole custodian, check here

have read the Co-Pilot brochure and do hereby approve that a driver's
license be issued to the above named person who has not reached the
age of 18.

I/We also consent that if my newly licensed driver is enrolled in or has
completed a Driver Education Program, he/she will participate if
selected, in a road test evaluation by Highway Safety Operations.

I also agree to give my new driver, while on their Instruction Permit,
every opportunity to practice their skills behind the wheel.
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For more information contact:

Highway Safety Operations
PO Box 2000
Charlottetown, PE

Tel  (902) 368 5230
Fax  (902) 368 6269
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