Milking

Today’sdairy cows are generally bigger than those found on farms 20
yearsago. However, regardless of a cow’s size, milking putsa person in
close contact with the animal and exposesthe handler to potential risk.

Unlike beef cattle which may spend a large portion of their time on
pasture or feedlot away from regular, physical human contact, dairy cows
are handled by people daily. Generally, thiscan result in the animals
being quieter and mor e gentle. However, one should not assumethat an
animal who is used to people does not pose any threat.

Cattlethat aremilked in a parlour arelessliableto inflict damage dueto
thefact that rails and shields ar e often present to protect against kicking.
Care must be taken though when moving cattle through the parlour. Do
not get in the way of animalsthat are moving. Parlour gates should
ideally also have rubber bumpersto prevent damming. Loud clanging
noises can startle the animals causing unsafe conditions.

Cowsthat are milked in atie stall/pipeline system have mor e chancesto
kick at a person whoismilking. Treating all cattle gently goes along way
to preventing injuries. However, it isnot enough. A milker must stay
focussed to be alert of any changesin a cow’stemperament.

Mastitis presents a situation where extra care must be taken. Treating or
stripping a cow with mastitisis very painful to theanimal. The cow will
kick at whatever seemsto be causing the pain. If theinfected quarter is
on theleft sde, the cow will kick out with her left leg. The handler must
be car eful not to be caught off balance.
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Ear Tagging 'i' = 1_

Ear tags are an effective way to identify cattle. Since the implementation
of federal regulationsrequiring cattleto beidentified with bar codes, etc,
ear tags have become not only a management tool, but also a mandatory
requirement.

Tagging calves as newbor ns ensur es positive identification. However, the
dam may become very defensive over her new offspring. If the cow and
calf arein a maternity pen, it may be advisable to temporarily separate
the pair. Incorporating a locking head gate into the pen would ensure
safety.

For cattle that have calved outdoor s on a pasture, approaching the cow
and calf may put the handler in a danger ous situation. Never approach
these animalsif working alone. Have a partner available who is capable
of providing assistance and can be on the lookout for potential danger.

Aside from a protective mother, a newborn calf can be tagged without
much risk. However, if older cattle are beingtagged then special
consderations must be made.

Whether the animal is being tagged with a CCIA (Canadian
Cattle I dentification Agency) approved identification tag or a
fly control tag, never overlook the size of the animal.

Utilize an efficient holding area/chute/holding gate system to isolate
individual cattle for tagging. Do not assumethat all head gatesare
sufficient restraint for ear tagging. Also use a properly fitting halter to
securely immobilize the head. Thiswill prevent any sudden, violent head
movement that my result in injury.

Do not bend your body, especially your head, to get close.
Keep yourself at a safe, wor kable armslength from any
cattle.
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Dehorning

When it comesto dehorning cattle, head restraint becomes very
important. Ideally, a head gate equipped with a nose bar can hold the
animal securely and protect the handler from injury.

|f a head gateisnot available, ensurethe animal has a properly fitting
halter. Not only should the halter bethe appropriate size for the animal,
it isimportant that the halter be worn properly (See section on proper
halter usage.)

After a halter hasbeen attached properly, tietheanimal’shead low. An
animal with its head tied down hasless ability to tossits head and hurt
someone than onetied at a higher level.

| nternal Examinations

Performing an internal examination on a large animal requiresthe handler
to bein close proximity to theanimal. If theanimal suddenly turnsor
kicks, painful injury may occur.

Thisgtuation requiresthat good restraint be
available. Putting the animal into a head gate and
chute holds the animal securey and preventsturning
of itshind quarters. A kick bar behind the animals
rear legs preventstheleg from causing harm to the
handler.

|f a head gateisnot an option for examinations,
ensurethat theanimal islocated in an area that
prevents movement from sideto side.
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Foot trimming

Feet and legs play a crucial rolein an animal’s productivity. Foot
trimming provides farmerswith an opportunity to prolong an animals
longevity by reducing stressto the feet and legs.

Under standably, trimming hooves putsthe handler in a high risk situation.
Toreducetherisk of an injury, thefoot trimmer must restrain the foot,
preventing any possbility of the animal kicking.

# A gpecially designed hoof-trimming stall isan ideal method to retain
theanimal. Siderailsand non dip footing provide sability for the
animal’sand trimmer’s safety. Hoof trimming stallsrequire a high
bar at the end of the stall to which ropesor straps can be attached
for lifting and holding therear leg. A low platform with strapson
each side of the stall at the front allows the trimmer to lift and
secur e front feet.

#  If working with electric grinders, wear eye and face protection to
safeguard against flying residue.

H# Be careful to avoid back strain.

Whenever possible, hire a professional foot trimmer.
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Sometimes, there are circumstances wher e a foot trimming stall isnot an
option. In thesecases, it isimportant to know the proper, safe way to
work around an animal’sfoot.

If aleg needsto belifted for examination, etc, a long rope with a quick-
release snap is an effective tool.

Hang the rope over a secure beam or poledirectly
over theanimal’ship. Wrap the end of therope
with the snap around theinside of the leg,
beginning at the back of the leg.

Pull therope carefully, lifting the leg. e AT
Theleg must be straight up and down ;;"‘f;';‘;f a1l
to keep the animal still. 1f thelegis
pulled out to the back, the animal may
feel off balance and will move about
or try tokick.

Thisisan example of aleg lifter that is
Improperly attached. Instead of going
around theinside of theleg, theropefirst
went around the outside of theleg. Asa
result, therope slides up theinside of the
leg, instead of lifting it.

Note also that the rope coming from the
overhead beam istwisted. Thiswill make
the rope difficult to dide, hindering the
lifting process.

33



Halters

Haltersare quick, inexpensive waysto restrain livestock. However,
improper halter use may result in Stuations wher e accidents may occur .

Ensurethat haltersare put on an animal correctly to maintain optimum
control. Halters are designed to apply pressure under the chin of an animal
to be most effective.

If a halter ison properly, thereislittle chance of it dipping off. An animal
being led or restrained that suddenly findsitself without a halter may pose a
risk to the handler.

Thisisan example of a properly worn halter. Theropeappliespressure
under thejaw for maximum control. Thereisno chance of this halter
dipping off.

Below isan example of an improperly worn halter. The pressureisapplied
behind the ears. Thiscausesthe halter to slide up over theeye. It also
makesit difficult to tighten the halter, increasing the possibility of it
dipping off.

Discard haltersthat show signs of fraying or wear .
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