AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS (CSOs) CALL ON THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA TO REGULATE CANADIAN MINING COMPANIES OPERATING INTERNATIONALLY 

SEPTEMBER 7TH, 2006,PORT HARCOURT, NIGERIA
We, communities affected by mining, oil and gas, NGOs, members of Africa Initiative on Mining, Environment and Society (AIMES) and academics from Cameroon, Congo Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, Togo, Zambia and Zimbabwe participating in an Africa-wide meeting on communities affected by mining organized by Third World Network-Africa (TWN-Af) and hosted by Environmental Rights Action (ERA) from September 4-7th, 2006, Port Harcourt, Nigeria call on the Government of Canada to develop mechanisms for influencing and regulating Canadian mining companies operating internationally 

Africa has become one of the major destinations for transnational mining companies, following liberalization of the mining sector about two decades ago. Canada is one of the leading countries that play host to mining companies operating in Africa. While some of these companies may be contributing to national and community development in their areas of operations several of them have been severely implicated in cases of human rights violations and environmental abuses such as destruction of farmlands, water resources, protected forests, injuries and threats to death.   
Communities from Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana, Sierra Leone and Tanzania, participating in the Pan-African meeting on communities gave harrowing testimonies of human rights violations, environmental abuses and livelihood destructions perpetrated by Canadian mining companies.

Nearly all of these companies including non-Canadian ones and national governments rely on voluntary mechanisms, especially in Africa where the standards of operations are low, for addressing community interest, livelihood challenges, environmental and human rights abuses. However, the systematic pattern, pervasiveness and persistence of these violations and abuses in the areas of their operations in Africa are pointing to the failure of voluntary mechanisms and national regulating standards.  

The need for intervention by the government of Canada is very compelling and imperative on account of three main factors. Firstly, the fact that Africa is endowed with relatively large mineral and petroleum potentials and yet the least economically developed continent. Secondly, this is a continent with weak extractive sector governance, policy and regulatory framework. Thirdly, Canada’s own image as a beacon of good values, democracy, good governance and champion of peace could be severely undermined by the activities of transnational mining companies incorporated in Canada or listed on Canadian stock exchange.
We therefore wish to call on the Government of Canada to use the opportunity offered by its own multistakeholder processes to develop mechanisms for influencing and regulating mining companies that are listed and or home to Canada but operating internationally in particular Africa.
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	Agnes Ebo’o
	Cameroon
	Citizens Governance Initiative/Gulf of Guinea Citizens Network

	3. 
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	Republic of Congo
	Commission Diocesaine Justice et Paix

	4. 
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	Republic of Congo
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	13. 
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	Zimbabwe Environmental Law Association Harare, Zimbabwe
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	15. 
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	Sierra Leone
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	Benjamin Annan
	Ghana
	Ghana Telecom, Obuasi Exchange, Obuasi

	17. 
	Richard Adjei-Poku
	Ghana
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	18. 
	Thomas Akabzaa, 
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	Third Word Network-Africa

	19. 
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	Ghana
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	22. 
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	Nigeria
	University of Uyo

	23. 
	Nankin Bagudu
	Nigeria
	League for Human Rights, Jos

	24. 
	Nnimmo Bassey
	Nigeria
	Environmental Rights Action

	25. 
	Mike Karikpo
	Nigeria
	Oilwatch Africa

	26. 
	Asume Isaac Osuoka
	Nigeria
	Social Action/Gulf of Guinea Citizens Network

	27. 
	Oronto Douglas
	Nigeria
	ERA/Community Defence Law Foundation, Port Harcourt

	28. 
	Anyakwee Nsirimovu
	Nigeria
	Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (IHRHL), Port Harcourt

	29. 
	Patterson Ogon
	Nigeria
	Ijaw Council for Human Rights
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	Dr. Sofiri Peterside
	Nigeria
	Centre for Advanced Social Sciences, Port Harcourt

	31. 
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	Nigeria
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	32. 
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	Niger Delta Women for Justice

	33. 
	Patrick Naagbanton
	Nigeria
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	34. 
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	Egi Ethnic Coalition

	35. 
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	36. 
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	Social Action
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	Community Defence Law Foundation


