Even here in Canada, extractive sectors have been found to be unaccountable to its citizens. For example, the Lubicon Cree, in northern Alberta between 1979 and 1983 had their trapping income decrease 90% and those on social assistance increased from 10% to 90%.
 What was the cause of this? By 1982 there were 400 oil wells within a 15-mile radius of the Lubicon community.

Unfortunately what goes on at home is going on abroad and then some. Citizens here in Canada give no thought as to why, in the second largest country in the world with a tiny per capita population, Canadian mining companies would even have to mine or explore for oil and gas outside of Canada. Outside Canada, these industries continue the pillage of foreign resources, with little impunity and much profit. 
Bolivia is a perfect example of what foreigners have done by extraction. Silver and then tin were in abundance.
 After centuries of mining, a few have amassed riches beyond even measure; while natives have seen their lives and their resources disappear with nothing to show for it, but environmental ruin. Canada has been all too eager to part take in this orgy of greed. 
Au Martinique Silver, Inc., a Canadian exploration company with headquarters in Denver, Colorado, has proposed a gold mine in Chalatenango, El Salvador.
 The company has acquired licenses from the Salvadoran government to explore for gold in the Chalatenango, but they never consulted local property owners before entering the community, as required by law.
 Nevertheless, the company has promoted itself as “committed to become a global leader among exploration juniors on community initiatives.”
 They even started a “good neighbor program” to advance their activities “hand-in-hand with the local communities to assure a partnership in economic development and good environmental stewardship.”
  

There is a problem. Local farmers fear that the large quantities of waste left over from mining will pollute local water supplies with arsenic and cyanide and devastate local agriculture and fisheries as cyanide-based gold mining has already done in neighboring Guatemala and Honduras.
 While the community has clearly said that it does not want a mine, Au Martinique Silver, like many before it continues on oblivious to nothing but the pursuit of profit.

Canada has nearly 60 per cent of the mining and exploration companies in the world which generates more than US$40 billion annually. Too often we view foreign resources as our resources for our benefit. We have a choice, mining can continue to exploit cheap foreign labour and devastate environments or we can start using trade to transfer knowledge and skill, to build healthy and prosperous communities that benefit everyone, especially the poorest of the poor in foreign nations.
Corporate social responsibility should not be just a phony public relations exercise. Unfortunately, voluntary CSR initiatives have been just that. For example, vehicle emissions are greater now than ever. In the apparel sector since the creation of voluntary CSR initiatives over the last 10 years, wages and working conditions have gone from bad to worse.
 Businesses who take the high road by improving labour and environmental standards get punished by the market, who reward those firms who lower themselves to the lowest common denominator with the highest profits.

What is the solution?

Mining companies should have to bring Canadian mining standards to foreign places they do business. The question should always be, would this be acceptable in Canada?

Another question should be are we inline with standards set out by the International Labour Organization and the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights?
Since we are a guest in a foreign land, we should go a few steps beyond the minimum standards. Community citizens, the government and workers should each have a sufficient stake in the planning, participation, and the financial rewards of any mining project. The UN should be responsible for facilitating this process. Where financial rewards go in the community should be democratically decided by the community. Most importantly those in the community who are most affected by the mining project should have the most say in whether such a project should even proceed in the first place. Any bribes by business or the government should be outlawed and punished to the full extent of the law.
The Canadian government, the UN, and civil society should create a Fair Trade certification system to reward mining organizations who pay a living wage, who minimize the environmental impact, who allow for democratically run organizations, who  democratically decide where royalties and profits should go in the community. This way, high social and environmental standards are rewarded in the market place. Externalizations have to be internalized. Consumers must pay the real and total cost of the goods, goods that in a Fair Trade system strengthen communities and allow them to prosper.
Senior officers of companies must be held responsible for the harm they cause by extending the criminal negligence provisions of the Criminal Code to acts in foreign

countries.
 Legislation must also be enacted to enable foreign plaintiffs to sue Canadian defendants for damages in Canadian courts using tort law (civil suits).
 

To conclude I will end with a quote. Referring to those heading corporations who "never gave a thought to what they were taking from the earth or doing to the earth in the making of their products", Ray Anderson, founder and chairman of Interface, Inc., the world's largest commercial carpet manufacturer said, "Someday people like me will end up in jail."
 Lets make someday today.
David Wilson

CUSO volunteer

Calgary, Alberta
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