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The following recommendations are a summary of a presentation made at the National Roundtable on Corporate Social Responsibility and the Canadian Extractive Sector in Developing Countries held in Toronto, on September 12th, 2006. 
These recommendations are based on research conducted at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) in 2005. 
Considering that,
· Canada has ratified the International Convention on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESR), which makes clear that Canada must ensure that Canadian mining corporations do not violate economic, social and cultural rights in Ghana and must support the Ghanaian government in its efforts to implement human rights;

· Canada does recognize to some extent its obligations in ensuring that no impunity prevails when it comes to certain human rights violations committed by its own citizens abroad;

· The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)’s primary sectors of intervention in Ghana are basic human needs and governance and that none of its programming framework mentions the mining sector or communities affected by mining;

· Canadian government is committed to assisting Ghana in its development efforts and admits that environmental degradation aggravates poverty, it does not have any mechanism in place to actively scrutinize the impact Canadian mining companies are having on local communities;

The following recommendations are submitted to the Steering Committee:
1. Canadian NGOs should submit parallel reports to the United Nations’ Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on Canada’s extraterritorial obligations under the ICESCR. 
2. The Canadian government should introduce substantial legislation similar to Bill C-27 on child sex tourism that would allow for the prosecution in Canada of corporations registered on Canada’s stock exchanges and which violate international human rights standards overseas. 
3. The Canadian government should affirm its position on economic, social and cultural rights, to the international financial bodies as stated in its 2005 Statement on International Policy, 
4. The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) should seriously consider Ghana’s (and other developing countries) important natural resources in its programming framework and work closely with Natural Resources Canada (NRC) and International Trade Canada (ITCan) in developing the country’s mining industry in a sustainable, equitable and profitable manner for all. 
5. The Canadian government should require Canadian mining companies to register with Canada’s High Commission in Ghana which should in turn monitor the activities of these companies in order to ensure their compliance with national, regional and international laws. Reports should then be submitted to Canada’s National Contact Point (NCP) or any other body whose recommendations/decisions would be binding. 

