The following is the transcript of the opening remarks from the Government of Yukon, made by Brian Love, Director of the Oil and Gas Business Development and Pipeline Branch on February 14, 2006 in Inuvik, N.W.T.

These remarks were addressed to the Joint Review Panel, which will consider environmental and social-economic issues relating to the proposed Mackenzie Gas Project.
MR. LOVE: Afternoon, Mr. Chairman, Panel Members, elders, ladies and gentlemen. My name is Brian Love.  The last name is spelled L-O-V-E; a very symbolic day for the Love family. 

I am director of the oil and gas business development and pipeline branch, and I'm pleased to be in Inuvik on behalf of the Yukon Government. 

I am especially pleased to have this opportunity to introduce the members of our team and to explain, very briefly, our interests and involvement in the upcoming JRP proceedings. 

With me today, seated at the table behind me, are representatives of the Departments of Energy, Mines and Resources, Economic Development, Advanced Education, Highways and Public Works, and our Department of Justice. 

Also with me is our lead counsel, Mr. Gordon Nettleton, last name spelled -​

THE CHAIRMAN:  Sorry, Brian, could I ask you to just stand up as you're introduced so that we know who's -- not you, Brian. 

--- (Laughter/Rires) 

MR. LOVE: Love, L-O-V-E -- no! 

--- (Laughter/Rires) 

MR. R. SMITH: Rick Smith with the Yukon Department of Justice, S-M-I-T-H. 

MR. LOVE:  So Rick Smith; Ron Sumanik, S-U-M-A-N-I-K; Derek Parker, P-A-R-K-E-R; Ken Smith, from our Department of Education, S-M-I-T-H; Wally Hidinger, H-I-N-G-E-R (sic); and Mr. Nettleton, our legal counsel, who I introduced a little bit earlier. 

Yukon's interest in the regulatory process for the Mackenzie Gas Project is a principled one. While we are supportive of the project, we are also of the view that any determination of the public interest should take into account matters and concerns that have the potential to affect our territory and its citizens.  To that end, we have decided to participate in both the National Energy Board and JRP hearings. 

Very briefly, with respect to the NEB process, we have raised issues related to gas supply, future access to the proposed mainline and associated tolling and tariff applicability. 

Yukon has substantial natural gas reserves in the Eagle Plains and Peel Plateau basins located in the northern Yukon. We, therefore, are of the view that policies must now be set in motion so that the orderly and efficient development of these basins can proceed with as much regulatory certainty as possible. 

Moreover, implementation of pipeline lateral and extension policies is an important attribute to sustainable development, especially the future sustainable development of our territory's natural -- or northern gas resources. 

With respect to the JRP process, we are mindful of the over-arching objective that must be achieved; a rigorous and fair assessment of the environmental and socio-economic effects of the MGP.  From our perspective, good EA is essential, and Yukon fundamentally supports this key objective. 

Your process is also important to Yukon because the Mackenzie Gas Project has a significant potential to transform the environmental and socio-economic conditions of Canada's North. Like our NWT neighbours, we know that there will be a positive and there will also be negative implications. 

Yukon is part of the North. Our people and its communities are fashioned by the North. As such, we share many pan-northern qualities, aspirations and concerns, and we know that our future is best shaped by working together. 

Given our close proximity to the Mackenzie Gas Project, as exemplified by our adjacent gas fields and our long-established year-round transportation corridor through Yukon to Inuvik, we have an important role to play in this northern transformation. 

Moreover, we have an important perspective to bring to these proceedings. It follows, then, that you and your colleagues will want to ensure that northern peoples, including Yukoners, fairly and equally benefit from this historic project. 

Over the past 18 months, Yukon has engaged in the EIS review process. Presently, Yukon intends to participate in at least seven of the hearings that are relevant areas of interest. These primarily concern employment, training, business opportunities and transportation. 

We not only want to prepare for the potential benefits of the Mackenzie Gas Project but also for its potential adverse effects. For example, contingency plans must be considered should our highway system, including the Dempster Highway, need to be used as a transportation and supply route in support of the Mackenzie Gas Project. This also touches on a larger issue: the allocation and distribution of any funding intended for mitigation purposes. 

Mr. Chairman and Panel Members, the Yukon Government is pleased that the JRP general hearing has been scheduled for Whitehorse on September 19th. Yukoners look forward to welcoming you and to presenting their views at that time. 

In closing, Yukon considers the JRP hearings as an important opportunity for learning more about the Mackenzie Gas Project and its effects, for exchanging ideas, for expressing concerns, and for suggesting reasonable solutions; all in support of a project that must proceed in the best possible manner for all northerners. 

On behalf of the Yukon Government, thank you for this opportunity, and we look forward to participating in the process that lies ahead. Tha nk you very much. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Love. 

This concludes the opening statements phase of our hearings. I thank all of those who have spoken today and set out their goals and objectives in this process. I look forward to discussions with them as the weeks go by about the various items which we've heard about, and I invite all of you to return tomorrow morning at 9 o'clock when we shall have a topic-specific general hearing dealing with the project description of this particular project. 

I thank all of you for attending today, and the hearing is closed -- unless Paula, you have something? 

--- (No Response/Pas de réponse) 

THE CHAIRMAN: No? Sorry. 

Thank you for your participation.
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