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Pamela Dinsmore


Vice President, Regulatory – Broadband 


    and Video Distribution

Direct:
(416) 935-4818


Fax:  
(416) 935-4875


E-mail:  pam.dinsmore@rci.rogers.com

VIA FAX:  (819) 994-0218

ELECTRONICALLY VIA:  e-Pass 

June 23, 2006

Ms. Diane Rhéaume

Secretary General

Canadian Radio-television and 

 Telecommunications Commission

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0N2

Dear Ms. Rhéaume:

Re:
Sponsorship of De Pelicula Channel, Ritmoson Latino Channel and TL Novelas Channel
1. Rogers Cable Communications Inc. (Rogers), in our capacity as a Canadian sponsor, requests De Pelicula Channel, Ritmoson Latino Channel and TL Novelas Channel (the Channels) be added to the Lists of Eligible Satellite Services for distribution on a digital basis (the digital lists).  The Channels form part of the suite of Televisa Networks channels which are distributed in the United States, Mexico, Latin America, Europe and Australia.  They are operated by Visat S.A. de C.V., a Mexican broadcasting company, which is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Grupo Televisa S.A. (Televisa).  All of the programming offered on each Channel is in Spanish and is not accompanied by English- or French-language subtitles or secondary audio programming.
2. On December 16, 2004, the Commission announced a new approach to assessing requests for non-Canadian third-language television services to be added to the digital lists
.  Rogers notes that requests for foreign third-language services that provide narrowly targeted or niche programming will be assessed on a case-by-case basis to determine whether the service is partially or totally competitive with Canadian services.  There is currently no Canadian licensed service that offers programming in the same language and formats of the Channels.  To assist the Commission in its assessment, and as required in BPN 2004-96, the information respecting the Channels is provided in the attachments.

3. De ​​ Pelicula Channel is a 24-hour, 7-day per week, Spanish-language programming service featuring the best films drawn from the world’s largest library of Spanish-language films.  It offers movies in a variety of genres, including: drama, romance, action, western, comedy, horror, mystery, musicals and children’s.  De ​​ Pelicula Channel is available in 35 countries and has more than 8 million subscribers.  

4. Ritmoson Latino Channel is a 24-hour, 7-day per week, Spanish-language music and lifestyle programming service featuring the best in Latin music.  It focuses on a variety of Latin-based music genres, including: Boleros, Merengue, Salsa, Cumbia, Pop and Reggaeton.  Ritmoson Latino Channel is available in 36 countries and has more than 7.5 million subscribers.  
5. TL Novelas Channel is a 24-hour, 7-day per week, Spanish-language programming service dedicated to “telenovelas”, popular Mexican soap operas produced by Televisa.  TL Novelas Channel is available in 33 countries and has more than 10 million subscribers.  
6. Rogers is Canada’s largest cable television distributor.  Our 150 cable systems located in Ontario, New Brunswick and Newfoundland pass 3.4 million homes and serve approximately 2.3 million customers.  This represents more than a third of all cable subscribers in Canada, and more than a fifth of the total number of Canadian homes that currently receive television services from a licensed broadcast distribution undertaking (BDU) in Canada.  Rogers’ systems are clustered in major markets which include the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), Ottawa, London and the Kitchener/Guelph corridor.  We are Canada’s leading distributor of third-language programming services.  

7. The fact that Rogers is requesting that the Channels be added to the digital lists demonstrates the potential demand for this service in Canada.  Rogers believes that legitimizing carriage of non-Canadian services will not only respond to consumer demand for greater choice but it will provide our customers with an incentive to remain a vital part of the Canadian broadcasting system and help increase the benefits associated with digital cable television.

8. Rogers believes that international services clearly make a unique and significant contribution to the diversity of the Canadian broadcasting system.  In a global environment, it is increasingly important that Canadians have access to multiple sources of programming services.  Authorization of the distribution of the Channels within Canada will be a significant benefit to the Canadian broadcasting system, Spanish-speaking Canadians and all Canadians interested in the Spanish language and Mexican and Latin American culture.  We believe that the Channels will be of interest to Rogers’ Spanish-speaking customer base within our systems, particularly those serving the Greater Toronto Area.  Carriage of the Channels will not only expand the diversity and choice in television services available to underserved third-language ethnic communities in Canada, but it will contribute to the growth of digital cable television to the benefit of both our subscribers and Canadian programming services.

9. Should the Commission gazette our application, the following contact information should appear in the Commission’s Public Notice with respect to the filing of any intervention:  

address:
9th floor, 333 Bloor Street East, Toronto, Ontario  M4W 1G9 (Attention: Cable Regulatory Department)

e-mail:
cable.regulatory@rci.rogers.com 
fax:

416-935-4875

10. Should the Commission have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at (416) 935-4818.  

Sincerely,

[Original signed by]

Pamela Dinsmore,

Vice President, Regulatory

Attachs.

*** End of Document ***

� Broadcasting Public Notice CRTC 2004-96 – Improving the diversity of third-language television services – A revised approach to assessing requests to add non-Canadian third-language television services to the lists of eligible satellite services for distribution on a digital basis (BPN 2004-96): � HYPERLINK "http://www.crtc.gc.ca/archive/ENG/Notices/2004/pb2004-96.htm" ��http://www.crtc.gc.ca/archive/ENG/Notices/2004/pb2004-96.htm�.
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