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12 July 2006

Mr. Shan Chandrasekar
President and CEO

Asian Television Network International Limited
130 Pony Drive
Newmarket, Ontario

L3Y 7B6
Via electronic mail

Re:  Deficiency Questions concerning ATN’s request to add Ariana Television to the lists of eligible satellite services for distribution on a digital basis

Dear Mr. Chandrasekar:

After having reviewed ATN’s request to add the above-noted service to the lists of eligible satellite services for distribution on a digital basis, I have the following questions:
Consistent with the information requirements contained in the appendix to Public Notice 2004-96, the Commission requires evidence of potential demand for the above-noted service as gathered through discussions with distributors.
1) Please provide the required evidence of potential demand for Ariana Television.
In addition, consistent with the information requirements contained in the appendix to Public Notice 2004-96, the Commission requires a breakdown of programming in specific genres expressed as both the total number of hours per week and as a percentage of the overall weekly programming schedule, excluding any programming that contains subtitles or secondary audio programming (SAP) in English or French. 
In its submission, ATN has included two charts provided by Ariana Television. The first chart dated 10 April 2006 contains the breakdown of Ariana’s programming but included some programming categories (e.g., childrens, soaps and sitcoms) not identified on the appendix to Public Notice 2004-96.  Further, the breakdown was not set out in the groupings of program categories that are identified on Public Notice 2004-96.  The second chart dated 11 April 2006 contained the correct names of the program categories but these categories were not grouped together in the manner specified in the appendix to Public Notice 2004-96.  The second chart did not have the total number of minutes of programming (including repeats).  The following chart may be used as a guide to satisfy the Commission’s information requirements with respect to the programming breakdown of Ariana Television:
	Program Category groupings
	Total number of minutes
	Total % of overall weekly programming


	News (categories 1, category 2a and category 3)

  
	Insert combined total number of minutes of programming for this grouping of categories 1, 2a, and 3 
	Based on total number of minutes calculate % of weekly programming in this grouping of categories.


	Documentaries (category 2b)
	Insert total number of minutes of programming for category 2b. 
	Based on total number of minutes calculate % of weekly programming in this category.

	Lifestyle/human interest/recreation/leisure (Categories 5b and 11)
	Insert combined total number of minutes of programming for this grouping of categories 5b and 11.
	Based on total number of minutes calculate % of weekly programming in this grouping of categories.  

	Sports (categories 6a and 6b)
	Insert combined total number of minutes of programming for this grouping of categories 6a and 6b.
	Based on total number of minutes calculate % of weekly programming in this grouping of categories. 

 

	Drama/fiction/comedy (Category 7)  
	Insert total number of minutes of programming for category 7.
	Based on total number of minutes calculate % of weekly programming in this category.

	Music/Variety (Categories 8 and 9)
	Insert combined total number of minutes of programming for this grouping of categories 8 and 9.
	Based on total number of minutes calculate % of weekly programming in this grouping of categories. 



	Religious (Category 4)
	Insert total number of minutes of programming for category 4.
	Based on total number of minutes calculate % of weekly programming in this category. 

	Other  (e.g. Categories 5a, 10 and others not listed above)
	Insert combined total number of minutes of programming for this grouping of “other” categories.
	Based on total number of minutes calculate % of weekly programming in this grouping of “other” categories.

	TOTAL
	Total minutes of programming in all categories over the one week period
	100%


2) Using the above chart as a guide, please provide the Commission with a programming breakdown of Ariana Television consistent with the information requirements set out in the appendix to Public Notice 2004-96.

Please submit your response to the above questions to procedure@crtc.gc.ca and c.c. Robert.Bowman@crtc.gc.ca and Cynthia.Stockley@crtc.gc.ca. Please include the above questions in your response and provide your response no later than 25 July 2006. 
If you have any questions with respect to the above request please feel free to contact the undersigned.
Sincerely,

Robert Bowman

Senior Policy Analyst

Broadcasting 

819-997-6064

General Inquiries: (819) 997-0313

Toll-free 1-877-249-2782

TDD: 1-877-909-2782

Fax: (819) 994-0218
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