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Monday, December 8, 2003

TO / A: Ms. Diane Rhéaume FAX: 819-994-0218
G FROM / DE: Mr, Michael Hennessy
Acting President
Tel. No. / No de téléphone: (613) 688-5554
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COMMENT / COMMENTAIRES:

RE: Sponsorship of HDNet and Discovery HD Theater

Please contact Joeann ar 613-685-5554 if you experience any problems with chis rransmission/Veuillex communigquer avee
Joeann au 613-688-5554 5i vous éprouvez des difficultés de réceprion.

This fax is intended solely for the individual/company indicated, The informaHen contained herein may be privileged and
confidential. Any disseminaden, distribution or copying of this decument other than by its intended recipient is smricily
prohibited. If you have received this fax in error, please notify us immedlately and we will arrange for its retumn o our offics.
Thank you. Cet envol ne s'adresse qu'i la personne ou 4 la compagnie Indiquée ¢i-dessus. L'infoymation qwil renferme est
privilégite et confidentlelle. Toute dissémination, distribution ou copie de cat envoi, autrement que par son destinaraire, est
smictement interdite. i vous avez recu cet envol par erreny, veuillez nous en aviser immediarement et nous feronz le
nécessaire pour le récupérer. Merei,
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December 8, 2003

Ms. Diane Rheaume

Secretary General

Canadian Radio-television and
Communications Commission

Ottawa, ON

K1A ON2

Dear Ms. Rhéaume

RE: Sponsorship of HDNet and Discovery HD Theater

G 1. On February 5, 2003, the Canadian Cable Television Association (CCTA),

G in its capacity as a Canadian sponsor, requested that HDNet and
Discovery HD Theater be included on the Lists of Eligible Sateliite
Services (the “Lists”) for distribution on a digital basis only.

S
C,

2. On June 18, 2003, the CCTA received a letter from the Commission
regarding our sponsorship request. The Commission stated that it was
not prepared to consider specific proposals to add new HD specialty
services to the lists until it had rendered its determination regarding Public
Notice CRTC 2003-32, Call for commentis on a proposed policy framework
for the distribution of digital television services. The letter concludes,
“Once the Commission has issued its determination in the Public Notice
2002-32 proceeding, it will determine the most appropriate manner in
which to deal with the CCTA's request.”

3. The Commission has since released its determination on the policy
framework for the distribution of over-the-air digital television signals by
broadcasting distribution undertakings (Broadcasting Public Notice CRTC
2003-61, November 11, 2003). The CCTA, therefore, requests that the
Commission issue a public notice asking for comments on our application.
Having carefully reviewed Broadcasting Public Notice CRTC 2003-61,
CCTA believes that nothing in the Commission's determination wouid
prevent it from considering our application at the current time.
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4. CCTA helieves that it is critical that Canadian consumers receive supetior
quality and compelling high definition content to watch on their digital
televisions. To date, the over-the-air and pay and specialty services
carried on a DTV channel actually carry little true HD. HDNet and
Discovery HD Theater are unique in offering a complete schedule of HD
content.

5. CCTA maintains the view that both HDNet and Discovery HD Theater will
address significantly the content deficit that consumers owning HD
television sets now confront. We believe the addition of these services will
act as a catalyst for the Canadian broadcasting industry to make the
transition to the high definition format and will complement existing
Canadian services.

6. Accordingly, CCTA requests that the Commission proceed immediately to
consider the Association's application to sponsor HDNet and Discovery
HD Theater.

Sincerely,

Michael Hennessy
Acting President

Cc: HDNET
Discovery HD Theater
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