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BACKGROUND:

In Telecom Public Notice CRTC 2004-4, issued on 7 October 2004, the CRTC established a CISC Ad Hoc Committee for area code relief planning in area code 250. The Public Notice requires the Relief Planning Committee to develop a Relief Planning Document, which describes all options that might reasonably be pursued to implement relief for area code 250. The CRTC indicated that it would seek comments in a public process on the appropriate method by which relief will be implemented and then render its decision.

The results of the 2004 General Numbering Resource Utilization Forecast (G-NRUF) indicated that NPA 250 would exhaust by May 2009. Subsequently the Canadian Numbering Administrator (CNA) conducted an initial Relief Planning Numbering Resource Utilization Forecast (R‑NRUF) for NPA 250 with a due date of July 1, 2004, and continued conducting R-NRUFs at semi-annual intervals. The Projected Exhaust Dates changed in subsequent R-NRUFs, and, in the most recent (July 2006) R-NRUF conducted, which captured the impact of the planned introduction of Wireless Number Portability, the results projected that NPA 250 would exhaust in January 2008.

The following table summarizes the Projected Exhaust Dates from the various surveys conducted by the Canadian Numbering Administrator (CNA):

	NPA 250

Summary of Projected Exhaust Dates

	NPA
	Type of C-NRUF
	Date of Publication
	Projected Exhaust Date

	250
	2004 G - NRUF
	14 April 2004
	May 2009

	250
	2004 R - NRUF
	1 September 2004
	June 2009

	250
	2005 R - NRUF
	14 April 2005
	November 2009

	250
	2005 R - NRUF
	5 October 2005
	March 2010

	250
	2006 R - NRUF
	7 April 2006
	April 2010

	250
	2006 R – NRUF 
	22 September 2006
	January 2008 (Jeopardy Condition)


The RPC notes that the most recent NPA 250 Projected Exhaust Date issued by the CNA indicates that exhaust is now forecast for January 2008, which moves the Projected Exhaust Date in by fifteen (15) months from the January 2006 R‑NRUF result of April 2010.
On September 22, 2006 as a consequence of the latest forecast, the CNA declared NPA 250 to be in a Jeopardy Condition.
The objective of the NPA Relief Planning process is to ensure that Central Office (CO) Codes and telephone numbers are always available for use by Telecommunications Service Providers (TSPs) and their customers in the geographic area requiring relief. In NPA 250, the objective of the NPA Relief Planning process can only be accomplished with expeditious action from all parties involved with developing and approving the NPA 250 relief plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The NPA 250 RPC hereby submits the attached NPA 250 Relief Planning Document for CRTC Interconnection Steering Committee (CISC) consideration and Commission approval.

In the attached Relief Planning Document, the RPC makes several recommendations including:

1) Implementation of a Boundary Realignment of NPAs 604 and 778 at NPA 250 relief (referred to in the Relief Planning Document as Relief Option 2c) with a two-phased implementation. The first phase consists of a Boundary Realignment of NPA 778 to include all of BC, and unassigned NPA 604 CO Codes being made available for assignment throughout NPA 604. The second phase consists of implementation of mandatory 10‑digit dialling in the NPA 250 area.
2) Introduction of Special Central Office Code Assignment Practices (SCOCAPS) for NPA 778 CO Codes to accommodate delayed implementation of mandatory 10‑digit dialling in the NPA 250 area.

3) If the approved Relief Option includes an overlay, then in a small community where a Telecommunication Service Provider's (TSP's) network does not support automatic call completion after the end of a network announcement, the TSP not be required to provide the transition announcement in that small community, but must use additional alternative methods of educating customers in that community. Such methods of education could include, but may not be limited to, advertisements in local newspapers (in areas where local newspapers are published), notices provided to customers using their billing notification method (e.g. paper mail or email), and information on websites.

4) NPA 236 be set aside as the most suitable NPA for the next relief in BC that requires a new NPA. The rationale for this recommendation is explained in more detail in section 6 of the Planning Document.

5) The Jeopardy Condition in NPA 250 be revoked 60 days prior to phase one of the NPA relief being implemented. This is explained in more detail in section 11 (Jeopardy Contingency Plan) of the Planning Document.

6) The normally unassignable NPA 250 CO Codes corresponding to Projected Future and Neighbouring Canadian Geographic NPAs that become assignable in a Jeopardy Condition should remain assignable when the Jeopardy Condition ends.
These recommendations are described in more detail in the appropriate sections of the NPA 250 Planning Document.

NorthwesTel has requested that their exchanges in the far north of BC be excluded from the overlay. The RPC notes that in the recommended Relief Option, as in some other options, it would be possible for NorthwesTel’s exchanges to be excluded without impacting NPA Exhaust Dates if the Commission so determines.

ATTACHMENTS:
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