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BACKGROUND:


In Decision 99-10, the commission ruled that “the service provider demarcation point for telephone wire and related facilities used by a local telephone company will be located in the main terminal room of each building”.  However, the term ‘Main Terminal Room’ needed defining so that the location of the room within MDUs could easily be identified by virtue of the room’s function.  The group assigned itself the task of defining a Main Terminal Room for the purposes of clearly understanding the exact point(s) where LEC wiring interconnects with the existing in-building wiring system(s).  

ANALYSIS:



The importance of the industry coming to a consensus definition of a Main Terminal Room is to enable facilities-based LECs to clearly understand where they are to interconnect with the existing in-building wiring.  The importance of being able to connect with the in-building wiring is to provide ease of end-user choice without requiring the chosen LEC to place its own wiring within an MDU.  The LEC need only connect to the existing in-building wiring at the demarcation point in the Main Terminal Room.  As such, where responsibility for the in-building wiring has been accepted by the building owner/manager, the MTR is the point to which the LEC delivers it’s wiring to interconnect with the existing in-building wiring to access the end-users.

The assumptions used here are that the LECs are facilities-based, and that the affected buildings have accepted responsibility for the in-building wiring.  This latter assumption resulting in a Main Terminal Room demarcation point according to Decision 99-10.

The group surmised that with multiple facilities-based LECs located throughout a building, using various access technologies to provide service, there could be multiple in-building wiring systems.

CONCLUSIONS:


The Telecom BA&IW group has reached consensus on the following definition of a Main Terminal Room.  A Main Terminal Room is “the cross-connecting point of incoming cables from the telecommunications network and in-building cable system(s) that provides access to tenants within the building”.  The group notes that as a consequence of the fact that in-building wiring may terminate in more than one location, there may be multiple MTRs in a MUD(s).
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