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ABSTRACT:
At the CLG meeting of December 14, 2000, all attending members agreed  that the Pre-selection Site Tours process as outlined in Contribution CLCO060C, had reached consensus.  All parties agreed that it constitutes a consensus for purposes of describing a framework for the conduct of pre-selection site tours.

NOTICE:
This consensus report has been prepared jointly by Bell Canada on behalf of itself, Island Telecom Inc., Maritime Tel & Tel Limited, MTS Communications Inc., NBTel Inc., NewTel Communications Inc., Saskatchewan Telecommunications and TELUS Communications Inc (the "ILECs").  

1.0
OVERVIEW

This consensus report is provided in response to a request by the Coalition for Better Co-location ("CBC") to allow co-locating parties the opportunity to view a prospective co-location site in advance of its delivery.  The ILECs are prepared to allow site tours in a Central Office for which an Interconnecting Carrier (IC) has requested co-location, subject to the general terms and conditions outlined below. 

2.0
PROPOSAL

The ILECs agree to the concept of site tours in accordance with the following parameters. 

1. Scope

The Central Office site tours will be conducted, upon request by an IC, in the areas of the central office (CO) which are available for co-location in the CO for which a co-location application has been submitted by the IC.

2. Timing

The site tour will be conducted following issuance of the Initial (Phase 1) Report and prior to its acceptance by the IC. The site tour will allow both parties an opportunity to discuss and resolve specific issues related to the application and to the Phase 1 report. 

In exceptional circumstances, the IC and the ILEC may agree to conduct a tour at a later date.  

It is recognised that inclusion of the tour will impact the implementation time frames, notably for acceptance of the Phase 1 report.  Extension of the time frames, as required, will be negotiated bi-laterally between the IC and the ILEC.  In the event that the tour takes place after Phase 1, and changes are requested by the IC, then a potential increase in cost will be necessary if the changes require re-cycling of the engineering design work. The IC shall schedule the tour with the ILEC contact person named in the report (e.g. the Co-location Service Manager or Co-location Project Manager). 


3. Charges

The provision of this tour service will give rise to additional costs to the ILEC.  During the Co-location Group's (CLG) discussion there was general agreement that the ILECs should be allowed to recover their costs.

The applicable charges will reflect time and charges incurred.  The hourly labour rate specified in the ILEC’s co-location tariff will be used and additional costs, such as travelling expenses will be charged as appropriate.  The ILECs will make every reasonable effort to minimize the cost to the IC of pre-selection site tours.

4.
Implementation

Now that consensus is reached on the framework described above, the ILECs will establish procedures for the conduct of site tours.

