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Following industry discussions at the Co-location Link Extension Sub-working Group and in consideration of TIF CLTF002, members of the Coalition for Better Co-location (The “Coalition”), TELUS (“TCI”), and Bell et al (including BELL Canada, SaskTel, MTS, and Aliant) agree to apply certain principles in implementing “Link Extension Service” (LES) at Central Offices. 

1.0 OVERVIEW

As outlined within contribution CLCO110A, consideration of Link Extension Services to extend access to ILEC facilities outside of the Central Office is agreed upon by the parties as an alternative to Central Office Co-location.  LES currently includes those Connecting Link arrangements typically provided within ILEC Carrier Access Tariffs for Local Network Unbundling and Co-location.  

For the purpose of this document, terms or principles described herein are to be applied to ‘LES’ when co-location space is not reasonably available at a given ILEC Central Office.  The service is intended to provide one alternative for registered Canadian carriers and/or DSL service providers who otherwise qualify for co-location.

2.0  ARCHITECTURE & MEDIA 

LES provides the framework to extend connecting links outside the ILEC’s central office to an adjacent or remote location using outside plant infrastructure.  Connecting links are defined similarly within each ILEC’s tariffs, referring typically to DS-0, DS-1, and DS-3 copper tie cables provisioned within an inside plant central office architecture to co-location customers.  Other tariffed or special services provided to co-locators may also be reasonably offered within this framework as alternative co-location access services are negotiated or introduced (E.g. Optical Connecting Links).  Distance, architecture, infrastructure and technical standards or limitations remain a case-by-case consideration in determining the appropriateness of LES as a suitable alternative to co-location (NOTE: Technical and operational requirements to be clarified.  See Section 5.0).

3.0 PRICING MODEL

In cases where co-location is not reasonably available, the parties agree that near-essential facility pricing will apply, consistent with the tariff model employed for co-location.  Due to the unique nature of the service and limited forecast demand, all parties agree that a new general tariff filing for this service is not a bona fide requirement at this time.  

4.0 IMPLEMENTATION & FUNDAMENTAL

To accommodate LES, the existing co-location process fundamentals will be utilized; however, implementation and approval timeframes are to be negotiated bilaterally on a case-by-case basis.  Neither one-time nor monthly ongoing charges are specifically identified within tariffs for Local Network Interconnection (LNI); however, one-time charges will point to relevant connecting link and co-location tariff rates while special and ongoing monthly charges may be unique and administered as a Special Assembly (SPASY)/Special Facilities Tariff (SFT) filing.  Alternatively, ongoing monthly charges may point to existing LNI tariff rates for equivalent level service, provided parties agree bilaterally to its appropriateness.  

5.0 DOCUMENTS PENDING

This consensus provides a framework for CISC groups to discuss and document LES technical and operational issues.  Although discussion within CISC is ongoing, LES services already exist.

Once this consensus is approved by the CRTC, technical and operational considerations are to be assessed, documented, and included within the Co-location Operations Guidelines via referral to NOSWG/BPSWG.  

Additional documents that may be required:

1. Central Office Link Extension Service: Infrastructure Exhaust

2.
Central Office Link Extension Service: Technical Limitations, Operations & Maintenance
6.0 EFFECTIVE DATE

Link Extension Service is currently available.  
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