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Following industry discussions within the Co-location Ad-Hoc Sub-working Group, members of the Coalition for Better Co-location (“Coalition”), TELUS (“TCI”), and Bell Canada et al (including BELL Canada, MTS, SaskTel, and Aliant) agree to amend co-location terms and conditions relating to the interconnection of non-adjacent co-location space within the same CO.

1.0 OVERVIEW

For Central Office’s where the same co-locator licenses space that is non-adjacent, no specific tariff exists that permits a co-locator to directly interconnect its equipment across non-licensed areas.  Although the existing tariff structure permits non-adjacent interconnection, the application of the tariff is narrowly focused for use in interconnecting different IC’s through an ILEC interface (I.E. IC to IC Interconnecting Links).  To efficiently manage central office conduit, riser, and interconnect capacity; direct cabling of equipment owned by the same co-locator yet located within non-adjacent space is permitted.   

This consensus provides the fundamental framework of cost, terms, and conditions for implementing direct interconnection for both copper and fibre media. 

2.0 ARCHITECTURE & INFRASTRUCTURE

2.1 SERVICE DESCRIPTION

In order to efficiently manage equipment and telecommunications traffic, co-locators who license non-adjacent space within the same Central Office may directly interconnect their telecommunications equipment with either fibre and/or copper media.  Direct cabling may be used specifically for the transmission of telecommunications traffic and is specifically excluded for the provision of power.   

2.2 MEDIA TYPES

Direct cabling of copper and fibre media, as illustrated in Attachments #1, may include a variety of cable types that are consistent with accepted telecommunications standards.  Examples of such cabling are 734/735 Coax, 26AWG 100-pr tinned switchboard cable, 22AGW 60-pr STP, FT4 fibre, fibre patch cables, Cat 5, etc.  In all cases, specific media specifications must be approved by the ILEC and itemized within any request for direct interconnect at the DS-0, DS-1, DS-3, optical, and Cat5/Ethernet level.  

2.3 MEDIA SUPPLY

IC’s are responsible to provide all cable media for the direct interconnect; however, bilateral negotiation on a case by case basis remains optional for its procurement. 

2.4 CABLE ROUTE & INFRASTRUCTURE

To ensure the most efficient means of implementing direct cabling arrangements, a detailed request must be prepared and submitted to the ILEC for infrastructure assessment.  Although a co-locator may request specific cable routes and/or infrastructure support, the specific engineering of cable tray/conduit structure and cable route is ultimately determined by the ILEC.  Joint planning/engineering meetings may be requested to discuss cable length limitations and/or other technical infrastructure requirements.   Typical infrastructures may include dedicated conduit or common/dedicated overhead runway, as assessed on a case-by-case basis.  In most cases, if conduit is not practical, use of existing runway infrastructure is expected. 

3.0 IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS
3.1 REQUESTS FOR DIRECT CABLING

Requests for direct cabling may be made to the ILECs by submitting detailed requirements for the ILEC co-location designate contact.  Initially, the Subsequent Link Application form, modified appropriately, is to be utilized to capture the detailed requirements for the project.   The submission must include the detailed specifications of each cable type proposed, preferred cable infrastructure, required cable slack (in meters) to be considered in assessing cable length, cable route diversity proposals, proposed implementation start date, as well as sufficient detail relating to the multiple co-location areas being interconnected (E.g. CLLI).   Additionally, to minimize the longer term impact to cable management and overhead runway, it is in the best interests of both parties to ensure that quantities provisioned reflect a reasonable forecast requirement (E.g. 2years).

3.2 CO-LOCATION PROCESS & INTERVALS

Direct cabling is a recognized form of co-location service.  Direct cabling service requests, therefore, are processed similarly to other co-location requirements, using tariffed co-location rates as applicable.  This includes costs for project management, engineering, implementation labour, material, and contract services.

No overall implementation interval is mandated within this consensus and no Phase 1 Initial Report is required.  Within 10 days of submitting an Application for direct cabling, a Secondary Report will be issued that includes the following details and associated reasonably accurate cost estimates: 

· Engineered assessment for cable routes

· Engineered assessment of riser requirements

· Confirmed distance of cable run

· Runway/conduit infrastructure requirements

· Designated project contact for implementation

· Available timeline for implementation

· Manhours & Material costs required to complete the project.  

Once approved by each company, respective designate contacts bilaterally negotiate firm implementation start and completion timeframes.  

With consideration to scope of work, it is expected that overall implementation will take considerably less time than that required to implement standard connecting link services such as DS-0, DS-1, or DS-3 links.   

3.3 IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITY

Upon approval of the Secondary Report, a designate contact must be assigned from each company to schedule implementation and coordination activities as required.  Timelines for start/completion beyond what is included in this consensus are to be negotiated on a bilateral basis between the parties.
Upon completion of the cable run, the ILEC is to advise their designate contact of project completion and coordinate acceptance activities.   

4.0 OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

Once installed and as required, operational and maintenance activities that take place outside of the co-locator’s licensed space are to be performed by the ILEC.  The terms and conditions associated to these activities are to remain consistent with those associated to connecting links and fibre facilities in place for co-location and includes processes and procedures for trouble ticketing and repair, as applicable.  Bilateral maintenance agreements between the parties may also apply. 

5.0 MONTHLY OPERATING COST

Monthly charges for direct interconnect cabling do not apply for horizontal cable runs.  In cases, where cabling is run vertically through ILEC riser space, the existing tariff rates for co-location riser space will apply on a per meter per cable basis. 

6.0 EFFECTIVE DATE & HOUSEKEEPING 

Effective upon the date of submission to the Commission for distribution:

1. ILECs will make this service available to co-locators.

2. Consensus is to be forwarded to BPSWG for relevant updates to Co-location Operating Guidelines or other documents that may apply.
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