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ABSTRACT:
At the CLG meeting of March 25, 2002, all attending members agreed that Contribution # CLCO118A  - Relay Racks in Type 2B Co-location Sites, had reached consensus.  All parties agreed that it constitutes a consensus for purposes of describing a framework for the quantity of relay racks in Type 2B - 20 square meter colocation area.

NOTICE:
This consensus report has been prepared by Bell Canada on behalf of itself, Aliant, MTS Communications Inc. and Saskatchewan Telecommunications.   

. 

1.0 INTRODUCTION

A number of recent Applications for Type 2B sites include requests for quantities of relay racks in excess of the existing footprint limit of 12. This contribution proposes to increase the number of relay racks permitted in a Type 2B co-location arrangement.

2.0
OVERVIEW


In the absence of creditable information at the time, Bell Canada assumed that co-locators would prefer to utilize equipment cabinets rather than relay racks for Type 2B (Unsegregated Physical) and Virtual Co-location on the basis that equipment cabinets provide greater security for competitor equipment. On this basis, the limits established by Bell Canada in the proceeding leading to Decision 97-15 - Co-location included a maximum footprint of 12 cabinets for Type 2B and Virtual Co-location. Given the expectation that deployment of cabinets would be the norm, the Company did not establish distinct limitations for relay racks. 

3.0
CURRENT SITUATION

Bell Canada has implemented approximately 400 co-location sites in nearly 100 central offices, of which approximately 40 sites are Type 2B
. However, the Company notes that most of the Type 2B sites employ relay racks rather than cabinets.

4.0
DISCUSSION 

While Bell Canada is prepared to revise the original 12 footprint limitation, the Company is of the view that an indiscriminate increase to this limitation would counter the CRTC objective of fostering local competition. 

In addition and for the purposes of both safety and a desire to optimize environmental systems, Bell Canada has strict guidelines with regard to front, rear and end of row aisle spacing for its telecommunications equipment in its central offices. 

The Company notes that co-locators with Type 1 (Segregated Physical) space have not been required to follow these restrictions provided that their equipment layouts remain within the mandatory safety limitation of 150 lbs. / sq. ft. and provide for reasonable heat dissipation so as not to overload environmental systems. 

However, since in almost all cases Type 2B co-location occupies the Company's equipment areas with no dedicated enclosure it is imperative that co-located equipment associated with Type 2B arrangements adhere to the Company's guidelines regarding cabinet and relay rack spacing as appropriate. 

5.0
PROPOSAL 

Based on the foregoing, Bell Canada, Aliant, MTS Communications Inc. and Saskatchewan Telecommunications propose to revise the existing footprint limitation regarding relay racks for Type 2B in a 20 square meter footprint as follows:      

Equipment Type
Maximum Quantity
Per Footprint
Details

Relay Racks
18
1.11m2
Includes actual footprint, front/rear aisle and access allocation

Cabinets
12
1.66m2


In consideration of central office space design within the Company's equipment areas, the Company also requires that the cabinets and relay racks employed by co-locators in Type 2B sites be no larger than the following sketches.
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6. CONCLUSION

Bell Canada, Aliant, MTS Communications Inc. and Saskatchewan Telecommunications are of the view that limiting the number of relay racks that may be installed in Type 2B, 20 square meter, co-location arrangement to 18 will permit more efficient utilization of central office floor space areas, occupied by both Company provided and co-locator provided equipment,  in a manner that meets the needs of Type 2B colocators.
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� Includes Virtual sites converted to Type 2B Physical.
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