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BACKGROUND:

Section 6.2.2 and Appendix C of the Canadian Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Guidelines require a 45-calendar day Activation Interval for CO Code activation, consistent with the requirement contained in ICCF document 92-0726-004, “Recommended Notification Procedures to Industry for Changes in Access Network Architecture” dated February 14, 2001.  The Network Interconnection Interoperability Forum (NIIF) has superceded the ICCF.

This ICCF document specifies that 45 calendar days is the minimum activation interval for Central Office Codes, including, but not limited to:

· All Destination Code changes, i.e., modification (including changes to the Portable Indicator), disconnection or establishment of new Central Office Codes;

· All Destination Code changes, i.e., modifications involving Central Office Codes moving or rehoming to a different end office or access tandem; and,

· All Destination Code changes related to changes in homing arrangements including SS7 interconnect relationships, downgrade or update of an existing office to access tandem or Feature Group B functions.  All new Codes (nor currently assigned in the LERG except codes that are vacant because of an NPA split) in a new switch.

The 45-calendar day interval starts immediately after the Central Office Code is entered into BIRRDS.

Section 6.3.1 of the Canadian Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Guidelines states that, “[a]ll time intervals applicable to the assignment of a new CO Code apply in the case of a transfer.”

SAIC Canada, as an AOC, has been requested by several of its customers, on an exception basis, to forgo the 45-calendar day industry notification period by invoking the Telcordia Traffic Routing Administration (TRA) Emergency Notification (EN) process.  To date, SAIC Canada has referred these customers to CRTC staff for a decision as to whether the process could be utilized since there is no provision in the Canadian Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Guidelines to allow for this action.

SAIC Canada requested the CSCN to clarify the issue of Emergency Notification in Canada, examine the merit of allowing an Emergency Notification process to be adopted in Canada, and decide how to incorporate it into a Guideline that would be observed by all Canadian AOCs.

The CSCN investigated and discussed this issue.  The NIIF has recently resolved NIIF Issue 0184 dated 4 December 2002, in which it agreed to request Telcordia TRA to enforce a 45 day Activation Interval for new code activation.  Telcordia TRA will be implementing on 8 February 2002 an automatic feature in BIRRDS that will automatically enforce the minimum 45 day Activation Interval.  Telcordia TRA will only reduce the minimum 45 day Activation Interval if advised to do so by the Central Office Code Administrator.  The Canadian COCA Guidelines currently do not permit the CNA, as the Canadian Central Office Code Administrator, to approve an Activation Interval of less than 45 days.

After consideration of the NIIF issue resolution and the current text in the Canadian Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Guidelines, the CSCN agreed to resolve TIF 42 as per the agreement reached below.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The CSCN agrees that the resolution of NIIF Issue 0184 requesting Telcordia TRA to enforce the 45 day Activation Interval and Telcordia TRA’s plans to introduce this measure with the February 8, 2002, BIRRDS release resolves this TIF.  No changes to the Canadian Central Office (NXX) Code Assignment Guidelines are required.  Accordingly, in Canada, there will not be an emergency notification process for new code assignments and activation without written approval from the CRTC.

