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BACKGROUND:

The Canadian NPA Relief Planning Guidelines provide guidelines for Numbering Plan Area (NPA) Relief Planning activities in Canada.  Relief planning activities are usually undertaken to provide relief to an NPA projected to exhaust within a 72 month time period.  These activities generate considerable costs to the industry, and in particular, for those companies directly impacted by the required relief.  A need has been identified to develop checkpoints and provide additional procedures for the industry to continually monitor “active” relief planning activities.

In addition to the Relief, Jeopardy and Special Numbering Resource Utilization Forecast (R‑NRUF, J‑NRUF or S-NRUF) data that would be required when Relief Planning is initiated, a number of checkpoints, if put in place, would identify appropriate actions to be taken when Relief Planning should be suspended or reactivated.

The situation where Relief Planning would be suspended or reactivated is not covered in the current Canadian NPA Relief Planning Guidelines.

TIF objectives are:

· Identify checkpoints to guide the Canadian Numbering Administrator (CNA) and Relief Planning Committee (RPC) in monitoring the need for suspension and reactivation of Relief Planning activities;

· Identify the criteria to determine when Relief Planning activities should be suspended and reactivated; such activities to include RPC activities (including Consumer Awareness and Network Implementation Task Forces (CATF and NITF));

· Identify the criteria to determine when R‑NRUFs should continue, cease or be resumed;

· Identify the communication process for notifying the affected parties and the public once a decision is made to suspend or reactivate Relief Planning;
· Identify the potential impacts on customers and telecommunications service providers;
· Update the Canadian NPA Relief Planning Guidelines as required in order to provide procedures for suspending or reactivating Relief Planning activities;

· Make recommendations for updating the C‑NRUF Guideline if necessary.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The CSCN recommends that the CISC and CRTC approve a new section 4.16 to be added to the Canadian NPA Relief Planning Guidelines.  The suggested text for this new section is shown below.

The CSCN notes that there could be many different scenarios that could arise where suspension of Relief Planning would be considered (e.g., implementation of 10-digit dialing, area code split, implementation of an overlay where an overlay already exists, or an overlay where there is only one NPA today).  Accordingly, the CSCN advises that it will revisit and enhance this new section 4.16 as necessary based on experience gained by RPCs from activities involving suspension and reactivation of Relief Planning.

The CSCN will close this TIF on receiving CRTC approval of this TIF Report.

4.16 If, at any time before an initial RPC meeting has been held, the CNA determines that the Projected Exhaust Date for an NPA in Relief Planning is deferred such that it is 84 months or more in the future, then the CNA shall consult with CRTC staff to determine how to proceed (e.g., postponing or cancelling an initial RPC meeting; holding an initial RPC meeting or conference call to discuss the matter; announcing suspension of Relief Planning; Commission determination suspending Relief Planning, etc.).  The CNA shall advise the CSCN, affected parties, and RPC, as appropriate, of how it will proceed.

If, at any time after an initial RPC meeting has been held, the Projected Exhaust Date for an NPA in Relief Planning is deferred such that it is 84 months or more in the future, then the CNA shall convene an RPC meeting or conference call to review the situation and consider recommending to the Commission via the CISC process that Relief Planning for that NPA be suspended.  The RPC shall consider potential impacts on customers, telecommunications service providers, and other affected parties when considering a suspension of Relief Planning.  In the event that the RPC submits a TIF Report to the CISC and CRTC recommending a suspension of Relief Planning, the TIF Report shall also include recommendations with respect to the attributes of future NRUFs, the continued need for the RPC, ongoing monitoring of the Projected Exhaust Date by the CNA and the RPC (as appropriate), informing customers and other affected parties of the suspension, and modifications, as appropriate, to the Planning Document, Relief Implementation Plan, and/or Consumer Awareness Plan.

The Relief Planning process should be reactivated by the CNA when the NPA is determined to require relief within the 72-month time period established in item 4.14 above.  Unless otherwise recommended and approved by the Commission, future NRUFs for the NPA should be conducted in accordance with the requirements in the Canadian Numbering Resource Utilization Forecast (C‑NRUF) Guideline.  

