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BACKGROUND:

During the March 11, 2003, CSCN Emergency Conference Call that was held to discuss the assumptions and methodology to be used by the Canadian Numbering Administrator (CNA) when preparing the Canadian 2003 General Numbering Resource Utilization Forecast (G‑NRUF), questions were raised with respect to the provision of section 3.7 of the Canadian Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Guidelines (the Guidelines).

Current text in Section 3.7 can be interpreted to mean that when assigning CO Codes, the CNA shall set aside all unassigned NXXs corresponding to Canadian NPAs that are forecast to exhaust in the next 20 year period, as well as NXXs that correspond to current neighbouring NPAs.  Further, the current neighbouring NPAs could also refer to neighbouring NPAs in the U.S.  When the number of reserved NPAs does not equal the number of NPAs forecast to exhaust in the next 20 year period, the CNA is unable identify where NXXs are unassignable or which NXXs are unassignable in a specific NPA.  Even if the number of reserved NPAs does equal the number of NPAs forecast to exhaust, the CNA would have to make the assumption that a specific NPA would correspond to a single reserved NPA.  This proviso is not identified in the Guidelines.

Potentially an excessive number of CO Codes can become unassignable in each Canadian NPA.  Furthermore, the number of CO Codes that would be unassignable will fluctuate depending on the number of NPAs that are forecast to exhaust in the results of each annual G‑NRUF.

During the March 11, 2003, CSCN Conference Call, the CNA was asked to create a TIF to address these concerns.

The objectives of the TIF include:

· providing guidance to the CNA as to which NXXs should be set aside for each NPA that is forecast to exhaust in the next 20 years, as per section 4.1.1 of the Industry Numbering Committee NPA Allocation Plan and Assignment Guidelines; and,

· amending the CO Code assignment principles related to current and projected future home and neighbouring NPAs to clarify which CO Codes are unassignable.

The CSCN has modified Section 3.7 to address the concerns raised in the TIF.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

The CSCN recommends that the revised Section 3.7 and associated new Glossary terms in the attached revised Canadian Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Guidelines (Version 6) be adopted for application in Canada.

ATTACHMENTS:

Revised Canadian Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Guidelines - Version 6 – CSCN date: June 24, 2004
