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BACKGROUND:

Historically, CDMA operators in North America have not been required to broadcast Home Network Identifiers (HNI), which is the portion of the IMSI comprising the Mobile Country Code (MCC) and the Mobile Network Code (MNC). New procedures developed by the CDMA Development Group (CDG), an international consortium of CDMA service providers and manufacturers, require the implementation of the MCC and MNC for international roaming.

Currently, some CDMA-based networks are limited to broadcasting only 2 digit MNCs although the current format of the MNC is three digits. This is similar to a constraint faced by GSM-based carriers which was resolved by the addition of Appendix 1 “Temporary Accommodation for GSM-Based Wireless Networks” in both the USA and Canada IMSI Assignment Guidelines.  Appendix 1 limits the assignment of MNCs in the format XX0 to WSPs and WCLECs choosing to deploy GSM-based technology.

The CSCN has reviewed the Canadian IMSI Assignment Guidelines and has revised the Appendix 1 to address the technical limitation faced by CDMA-based carriers. This recommendation is similar to the resolution adopted in the USA.  Attached are the revised Canadian International Mobile Station Identity (IMSI) Assignment Guidelines.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

The CSCN recommends that the attached revised Canadian International Mobile Station Identity (IMSI) Assignment Guidelines be adopted for application in Canada.

ATTACHMENT:

Revised Canadian International Mobile Station Identity (IMSI) Assignment Guidelines - 24 June 2004
