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By e-mail, original to follow

Tuesday, October 25, 2005
Mr. Charles Dalfen

Chairman

Canadian Radio-television and 

Telecommunications Commission

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0N2

RE: CAB request for deferral of the Commercial Radio Policy Review Proceeding

Dear Mr. Dalfen:

Speaking as an important National voice for Canada’s unsigned recording artists, Indie Pool respectfully disagrees with the Canadian Association of Broadcasters’ request for a deferral of the Commercial Radio Policy Review Proceeding.  
Summarizing the CAB’s three primary reasons for requesting the delay, they are, in our view:
1) Current policy provides some benefits therefore no change is urgently required.
2) Technology is changing rapidly which renders the future difficult to predict.
3) Emotion is preventing negotiation between the radio and music industries.
Our view is that if judged by these standards, there will never be an appropriate time for a Commercial Radio Policy Review.  If we must wait for CANCON and CTD to be rendered completely ineffective, or wait for new technologies to be unthreatening or wait for the radio and music industries to reach an unprecedented broad consensus, we will wait indefinitely.  

In fact, now is a crucial time to consider the future of commercial radio in this new borderless technological world.  For the radio and music industries, 1998’s policy review was a generation ago; from Napster to iPod, from internet radio to satellite radio to podcasting, we have just faced unprecedented changes that require immediate review and contemplation.  We cannot allow the fear of uncertainty to drive our industries and our cultural development into paralysis.
The CRTC’s leadership, balance and guidance are necessary at this time.  We respectfully urge the Commission to move forward with plans to hold a Commercial Radio Policy Review in the near future.

Sincerely,

Gregg Terrence

President

Cc:  
Dianne Rhéaume – Secretary General

Glenn O’Farrell, CAB
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