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13 February 2002

Mr. Jean-Pierre Blais

Executive Director, Broadcasting

Canadian Radio-television &

  Telecommunications Commission

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A ON2

Dear Mr. Blais:

Re:  Response to CRTC Questions of 4 February 2002 Related to the CBC’s First  Annual Report to the Commission

Thank you for your letter of February 4, 2002, asking the Corporation to respond to a few questions that arise following analysis by the Commission of the CBC’s first annual report to the Commission.

Our responses to each of your questions for the English Television Network are set out hereafter.  A separate letter covers our response to questions for the French Television Network.

Local and Regional Reflection

One of the principal strategic directions of the English Television Transformation process is the ongoing effort to enhance the level of meaningful regional reflection throughout the schedule – that is, the extent to which viewers in every part of the country see themselves, their stories and their preoccupations reflected on the screen.

CBC Television considers local and regional programming to be only one of many ways to achieve local and regional reflection – albeit an important one.  Moreover, it considers supper hour newscasts to be only one component of an overall local and regional programming and reflection strategy – although, again, an important one.  We believe that it is even more important for the national public broadcaster to ensure that local and regional stories, talents and issues reach national audiences, and that this happens throughout all program genres, in all parts of the schedule.

The decisions to reduce local/regional news to a half-hour per weekday, and not to proceed with other contemplated local/regional non-news program series, were made largely imposed by financial constraints, but also reflected our desire to offer a distinctive news service to supper hour audiences.  Economies of scale dictate that even modestly funded programs produced at multiple locations are more expensive, per hour on the schedule, than a much better resourced program produced at a single location – whether at the network centre or in a regional location.

The new CANADA NOW program breaks new ground by integrating a half-hour national supper hour newscast, produced in Vancouver, with half-hour local/regional newscasts produced at our owned-and-operated stations across the country.  In so doing it responds to the Corporation’s mandate under the Act that our programming “reflect Canada and its regions to national and regional audiences, while serving the special needs of those regions.”   Regional reflection is a primary preoccupation of both halves of the program.  To mention just one obvious example, the national newscast is remade extensively as it moves live through the time zones, in order to meet the changing needs and priorities of each region where it is seen.

CANADA NOW is currently in its second season.  We do not have any plans to change the format at the present time.  We are always looking for ways to strengthen and improve the program.

Through the Transformation process to date, and going forward, CBC Television is pursuing a multi-faceted strategy to achieve its goal of enhanced regional reflection.    Here are some of the elements of this strategy, among others:

· An increased number of stories from local and regional locations in all CBC Television News and Current Affairs programming, and on Newsworld.  More journalists based in more locations across Canada.

· Decentralization of production in all genres, including both information and entertainment programming.  More hours of programming produced in more locations outside of Toronto.

· Identifiable regional reflection as a central feature in CBC Television programming, regardless of where it is produced.  The goal is to achieve a level of 50% regional reflection across the schedule as a whole.

· Reinvestment in regional production, including the pre-development and development phases, through the Trans-Canada Fund and other means.

· Enhanced regional flexibility for special local/regional programming initiatives (eg. special series for local/regional broadcast).

· Decentralization of decision-making with regard to programming and scheduling (eg. Senior Director of Network Programming is based in Vancouver; Head of Current Affairs is based in Winnipeg).

Our commitment is to optimize regional reflection as we continue to reposition CBC English television as a stronger public broadcasting service, doing so within available resources.

Performing Arts Programming

The CBC anticipates being able to meet or exceed a minimum of 24 Canadian performing arts presentations per year on a going-forward basis.  It is further anticipated that the majority of these presentations will continue to occur in prime time.  Last year, OPENING NIGHT had a short season due to the scheduling of CANADA: A PEOPLE’S HISTORY.  This year, it has returned for a full season.

Clarification of the language regarding “complete or substantially complete performances by a Canadian performing arts company” has helped to ensure that the CBC understands the spirit of the Commission’s expectation in this area, and is able to count all those presentations that contribute to achieving it.

Amateur Sports Programming

Sports programming hours for the 1999/2000 and 2000/2001 broadcast years are summarized in the following table.  Figures are provided both for the Full Day (sign-on to sign-off) and for the Broadcast Day (6 a.m. to Midnight).

CBC Television Sports Programming Hours

	
	Full Day
Sign-On – Sign-Off
	Broadcast Day
6 a.m. –  Midnight

	
	1999/00
	2000/01
	1999/00
	2000/01

	06A  -  Professional Sports
	
	
	
	

	Total Professional Sports Hours
	611.2
	596.7
	564.5
	542.7

	06B  -  Amateur Sports
	
	
	
	

	Olympics
	
	281.5
	
	185.5

	All Other Amateur Sports
	310.4
	341.3
	236.8
	261.0

	Total Amateur Sports Hours
	310.4
	622.8
	236.8
	446.5

	Total Sports Hours
	921.6
	1,219.5
	801.3
	989.2

	Amateur Proportion
	34%
	51%
	30%
	45%


The following conclusions may be drawn from this table.

· The total hours of professional sports programming decreased between 1999/00 and 2000/01, both for the Full Day (down 2%) and for the Broadcast Day (down 4%).  The decrease of 14.5 hours for the Full Day and 21.8 hours for the Broadcast Day represents a year-over-year change of between a quarter and a third of the target for the full seven-year licence period.

· Changes in the scheduling of some professional sports (notably baseball and hockey) flowing from recently renegotiated contracts will result in further reductions in future years.

· The 2000 Olympic Summer Games produced a dramatic increase in amateur sports in 2000/01, and was a major factor in increasing the amateur proportion from 34% to 51% for the Full Day, and from 30% to 45% for the Broadcast Day.

· However, even if the Olympics are removed from the equation, thereby providing a more consistent year-over-year comparison, the time devoted to all other amateur sports increased by 30.9 hours for the Full Day and 24.2 hours for the Broadcast Day, or between a fifth and a quarter of the target for the full seven-year licence period.

· The increase is attributable primarily to an earlier starting time for CBC SPORTS SATURDAY, and to CBC Television’s extensive coverage of the International Amateur Athletics Federation (IAAF) Championships in Edmonton.

· In future years, commitments have already been made to cover such major national and international amateur sporting events as the Canada Games and the Commonwealth Games.

· It should also be noted that the process of increasing amateur sports on CBC Television had already begun during the 1999/2000 year.

With regard to the Commission’s question about how we determine what constitutes professional versus amateur sports, the Corporation uses the following approach as a guide in these decisions:    

The bulk of CBC Television’s professional sports coverage (~95% of it) consists of games played under the auspices of three obviously professional sports organizations:  Major League Baseball, the Canadian Football League and the National Hockey League.  We also broadcast small amounts of a few other professional sports, including Indy auto racing, Grand Prix auto racing, professional golf and professional tennis.  The balance of our sports coverage (including regular series and special events, including the Olympics) is classified as amateur.

In general, the distinction between the two is fairly clear.    Where necessary, CBC relies on the way in which the national or international governing body for the sport defines the event(s) being covered to designate them as either professional or amateur.

CBC SPORTS SATURDAY, and its repeat broadcast, CBC SPORTS LATE NIGHT, are the network’s main vehicles for regular amateur sports coverage.  In recent years, CBC SPORTS SATURDAY has occupied more hours on the schedule, and the ratio of amateur to professional sports within the block has been increased.  As well, there have been deliberate efforts to broaden the range of amateur sports covered, in particular women’s sports.  CBC Television has worked closely with the amateur sports federations to produce events and broadcasts, including a number staged in our own facilities.

Amateur sports listed as the featured event of the day for CBC SPORTS SATURDAY in 1999/00 and 2000/01 included:  alpine skiing,  Arctic Winter Games,  badminton,  basketball,  beach volleyball,  bobsleigh,  bowling,  boxing,  canoe and kayak,  cross country skiing,  curling,  cycling,  diving,  equestrian,  figure skating,  free style skiing,  gymnastics,  judo,  luge,  marathon,  mountain biking,  Paralympic Games,  rhythmic gymnastics,  rodeo,  rowing,  rugby,  ski jumping,  snowboarding,  softball,  speed skating,  stampede,  swimming,  table tennis,  track and field,  trampoline,  triathlon,  volleyball,  water polo,  and  wrestling.
Yours sincerely,

Lanny Morry

Director, Regulatory Affairs

250 Lanark Avenue

Ottawa, Ontario,

KlG 3J5
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