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18 September 2001

Ms. Ursula Menke

Secretary General

Canadian Radio-television and

  Telecommunications Commission

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0N2

Dear Ms. Menke:

Re:
TELUS Review & Vary application of Decisions 2000-745 and 2001-238

1) GT Group Telecom Services Corp. (Group Telecom) is in receipt of an application dated 13th September 2001
 filed by TELUS Communications Inc. (TELUS) seeking a review of and variance of portions of Decisions 2000-745
 and 2001-238
.

2) Group Telecom notes that TELUS did not set proposed directions on procedure with regard to comments and reply, available to it pursuant to section 57(2)(c) of the CRTC Telecommunications Rules of Procedure, (the Rules).  Consequently, Group Telecom presumes that, as set out in section 59(1) of the Rules, respondents are to provide comments within 30 days from the date of the application.

3) Accordingly, as per the Rules, respondents must provide comments by 15th October 2001.  Group Telecom notes that this date falls one day after the end of the oral public hearing in the Price Cap proceeding and just two days prior to the filing of written comment in the Price Cap proceeding.  Furthermore, by letter dated 7th September 2001, setting out the organization and conduct of the oral public hearing, the Commission indicated that, if necessary, the hearing could extend into the week of 15th October 2001. 

4) Concurrent with the Price Cap proceeding, the Commission in Decision 2001-238 initiated several follow-up proceedings, one of which is investigating the appropriateness of employing a 15% mark-up in place of 25% to determine loop prices.  Final comments on this particular 2001-238 follow-up proceeding are currently scheduled to be filed 22nd October 2001. 

5) In the event that the Price Cap oral public hearing extends into the week of 15th October 2001 it follows that the current dates for written argument and reply (17th October 2001 and 26th October 2001 respectively) will be put in jeopardy and will have to be adjusted to reestablish the time lines that currently exist. 

6) Group Telecom has been participating to its fullest extent possible in both the Price Cap proceeding and in the follow-up proceedings to Decision 20001-238.  To this extent the limited resources available to the Company have been fully deployed.  In some instances in the follow-up proceedings to Decision 2000-238, Group Telecom has been the only entrant filing submissions.

7) The issues raised by the TELUS application to vary portions of Decisions 2000-745 and 2001-238 have the potential to materially impact Group Telecom.  Accordingly, the Company considers it important, both for its own stakeholders and for the development of a complete and diverse record, that there be afforded sufficient time for Group Telecom and other interested parties to participate fully in addressing TELUS’ application.  Group Telecom respectfully submits that such participation is not possible under the current time frames for these three separate yet concurrent proceedings.

8) In the interest of allowing parties to fully participate in these proceedings, while acknowledging the time lines governing the Commission, Group Telecom respectfully submits that Commission postpone final comments regarding loop pricing mark-up and comments regarding the TELUS application to 16th November 2001.  Reply comments for both proceedings can be adjusted accordingly.  That is, the Commission can maintain the seven day turnaround for comments currently scheduled for the mark-up proceeding (23rd November 2001) and implement the standard 10 day turnaround for the TELUS part VII application as outlined in the Rules (26th November 2001).

9) Group Telecom respectfully submits that no party will be adversely affected by this adjustment to the schedules of the mark-up and review and vary proceedings.  In fact with the conclusion of the Price Cap proceeding parties, who would otherwise of had to prioritize their participation among the three proceedings, will be afforded opportunity to focus on and redirect resources towards these two proceedings, that would be otherwise utilized with price caps. 

Sincerely,

Fiona Gilfillan

Vice President, Regulatory Affairs

c.c.: Interested Parties to PNs 1999-6, 2000-27 and 2001-37

* * End of Document * *

� 	Group Telecom notes that the covering letter to the application was dated 13th September.  The attached application was dated 14th September.  The email containing the application was received 14th September.


� 	Changes to the Contribution Regime, Decision CRTC 2000-745, 30 November 2001.


� 	Restructured Bands, Revised Loop Rates and Related Issues, Decision CRTC 2001-238, 27 April 2001.





Revised September 20, 2001


