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Teresa Griffin-Muir
112 Kent Street, 14th Floor

Vice President,
vice-président
Ottawa, Ontario  K1P 5P2

Regulatory Affairs
des Affaires réglementaires
112, rue Kent, 14e étage

Business
Bureau :
613-239-1844
Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5P2

Facsimile
Télécopieur :
613-239-1879

E-mail:
Courriel :
iworkstation@attcanada.com

22 June 2001
By email and by fax

Ms. Ursula Menke

Secretary General

Canadian Radio-television and

  Telecommunications Commission

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0N2

Dear Ms. Menke:

Subject:
Public Notice CRTC 2001-37 - Price cap review and related issues – Request for Disclosure

1. This letter is filed by AT&T Canada Corp. on behalf of itself and AT&T Canada Telecom Services Company, (collectively, AT&T Canada) and is in reply to letters filed by GT Group Telecom Services Corp. (Group Telecom) on 19 June 2001, by Aliant Telecom Inc., Bell Canada, MTS Communications Inc., Saskatchewan Telecommunications (collectively, the Companies) on 21 June 2001, and by TELUS Communications Inc. (TELUS) on 21 June 2001 in response to AT&T Canada's request of 18 June 2001 for disclosure of certain information provided in confidence to the Commission by the Companies and by TELUS in their evidence and interrogatory responses. 

2. AT&T Canada submits that a determination regarding disclosure at this early stage of the proceeding will establish a set of expectations for the parties with respect to the provision of relevant information and will reduce the risk of delays at later stages of the proceeding.  In terms of setting expectations, an early ruling will signal to the parties the Commission's expectations for disclosure in the next round of interrogatories and in subsequent stages of the proceeding.  This should in turn reduce the number of disclosure requests that will be required at those later stages and help to ensure that relevant information is filed promptly on the public record. 

3. Absent an early disclosure ruling, AT&T Canada fears that the ILECs may cast the net too broadly in claiming confidentiality of relevant information.  Under the current timelines, a great deal of relevant information will not be released to interested parties until a week before their evidence is due.  This information is critical to the quantitative analysis required in this proceeding.  One week will not provide sufficient time for parties to jettison mistaken assumptions and assimilate the newly disclosed data into the quantitative analysis that will form the basis of much of the evidence

4. For the purposes of illustration, AT&T Canada cites the example of the confidentiality claims made by TELUS with respect to 2000 and 2001 cost and revenue information and for which AT&T Canada has requested disclosure. AT&T Canada submits that this information is clearly relevant to the proceeding.  AT&T Canada needs to factor this information into its analysis.  Under the current process schedule, however, TELUS may defer its disclosure until one week before AT&T Canada's evidence is due.   This is but one of the items for which AT&T Canada is seeking disclosure.  We expect that the volume of information that will be produced at that time will increase dramatically as a result of the upcoming rounds of interrogatories.  AT&T Canada submits that any delay in the disclosure of relevant ILEC information benefits the ILECs and prejudices other interested parties.  AT&T Canada therefore requests the Commission to make a ruling that will ensure that relevant information is disclosed early enough to allow interested parties like AT&T Canada sufficient time to analyze it.

5. As mentioned in our 18 June 2001 letter, the information for which AT&T Canada seeks disclosure is critically important to AT&T Canada's ability to test the merits of the ILECs' proposals and to assess the state of competition in the ILECs' serving areas.  Call-Net Enterprises Inc. (Call-Net) supports this position.  Indeed, Call-Net notes in its 19 June 2001 letter that "the information requested by AT&T Canada Corp. is fundamental to a full understanding of the current environment and its early disclosure would greatly enhance the quality of discussion in this proceeding."   

6. The earlier that relevant information is made available, the better the quality of the evidence filed.  In making the request for disclosure AT&T Canada is merely attempting to get relevant information on the public record sooner, to ensure that the quality of evidence in this proceeding is at the highest possible level.  With all due respect to TELUS, AT&T Canada fails to see how the timely disclosure of relevant information will "impoverish" the public dialogue.  On the contrary, AT&T Canada seeks prompt disclosure in order to enrich the dialogue.  

7. Group Telecom states that it does not require the requested information at this time and that it does not have either the time or the resources to file disclosure requests.  AT&T Canada is sympathetic to the strain under which all regulatory resources are working at the current time within the industry.  AT&T Canada submits, however, that this is all the more reason to have relevant information disclosed as soon as possible.  

8. AT&T Canada does not oppose Group Telecom’s request for additional time to prepare its own requests for disclosure.    By now, all interested parties are intimately familiar with the evidence on the public record and the drafting of such requests should not be onerous.   AT&T Canada disagrees, however, with Group Telecom's submission that the dates associated with the remainder of the procedures set out in PN CRTC 2001-37 be altered.    AT&T Canada sees no reason why the prompt disclosure of relevant information would impact any of the other dates in the process and is not suggesting or requesting any such changes.

9. To be clear, AT&T Canada is not requesting a delay in this proceeding.  It will be serving interrogatories on the ILECs on 26 June 2001.  It is requesting the Commission to make a determination regarding the disclosure of information at this early stage so that interested parties are not prejudiced by the process and to ensure that relevant information is released on a timely basis at every stage of the proceeding.   AT&T Canada seeks disclosure at this early stage so that delays in later stages may be avoided.
Yours truly,

Original signed by Pierre Michaud for Teresa Muir

c.c:
Parties to Public Notice 2001-37
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