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INFORMATION REQUESTED BY

CANADIAN RADIO-TELEVISION AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Q. With respect to the Utility segment:

a) Identify all tariff items and provide for each:  a description, the associated monthly rate element, and revenues at existing rates.

b) For each of the tariff items referred to in part a) above, identify whether, under the current price cap regime, the item is classified as a capped or an uncapped service.  Where the item is classified as a capped service, identify the particular sub-basket it is assigned to.  The company should also identify which uncapped services are classified as competitor services.  

c) Identify any proposed changes to the current classification of tariff items.  Where the company is proposing changes to the current basket structure, provide the objectives of the company in the redesign. 

A. Some of the information provided in this response is being filed in confidence with the Commission pursuant to section 39 of the Telecommunications Act.  Release of this information would provide competitively sensitive, disaggregated information to the Companies' existing and potential competitors, that could be used by them to focus on specific market segments, thereby enabling them to formulate more effective business and marketing strategies.  This would result in specific direct harm to the Companies.  An abridged version is provided for the public record.

a) and b)

The following attachments provide the requested information:

Attachment 1:  Aliant Telecom

Attachment 2:  MTT

Attachment 3:  NBTel 

Attachment 4:  NewTel

Attachment 5:  Bell Canada

Attachment 6:  MTS

c)
Certain of the services designated as "Res" in the attachments relate to residence basic service provided in high-cost bands.  Each of these includes a density band designation in those attachments.  Separate constraints are being proposed for each high-cost band, or sub-band, if applicable, as described in detail in The Companies(CRTC)16Mar01-204 PC.  Other monthly rate elements for residence exchange service are subject to an overall annual price constraint of inflation.  The two residence push-button elements in the case of Bell Canada are constrained, together with the monthly line rate, as described in section 6.3.1 of the Companies' 31 May 2001 submission.  The residence multi‑element service charge items, or basic residence installation charges, are included in the proposed "Residence – Other" category.  This category also includes EAS and Community Calling Plan charges, where applicable.  The price constraints on the residence ERTS elements are as described in The Companies(CRTC)16Mar01‑204 PC.

All services designated "bus" in the attachments are proposed to be classified as "Other" with the exception of business exchange service rate elements in Bell Canada's, MTT's and MTS' Band A that are proposed to be subject to no upward price constraints.  As in the case of residence ERTS, business ERTS is proposed to be constrained as described in The Companies(CRTC)16Mar01‑204 PC.

The services that are classified as "Other Capped" in the attachments, with the exception of digital access services including Megalink, Microlink and Digital Exchange Access in Band A in the territories served by Bell Canada, MTT and MTS, and local payphone services, will continue to be subject to upward pricing constraints.  The weighted average price increases for these services and for those business primary exchange services that still require upward pricing constraints, will be limited by the rate of inflation each year.  This is described in section 6.3.2 of the Companies' 31 May 2001 submission.

No upward constraint will apply to the digital access services identified above in Band A of the territories of Bell Canada, MTT and MTS, given that these services meet the competitiveness test proposed by the Companies for removing upward pricing constraints.  This test is described in section 6.4.1.1 of the Companies' 31 May 2001 submission. 

Bell Canada's pricing flexibility proposal for local payphone services is outlined in section 6.3.3 of the Companies' 31 May 2001 submission.  For the remaining companies, applications for changes in the rates for these services will be treated on a case‑by‑case basis.  This is discussed in the same section.

With the exception of contribution, services designated as "frozen" in the 
Ø

attachments will continue to be classified as "frozen" under the Companies' proposal.  Thus, the rates for these services, or the rate treatment in the case of 9‑1‑1 services, will continue to be the same as today.  As well, under the Companies' proposal, the rates for unpublished listings will remain at their 

Ø = Revised.

current levels over the four-year term of the plan.  For additional detail, see section 6.3.5 of the Companies' 31 May 2001 submission.  For the proposed 
Ø

treatment of contribution, see section 7.0 and Appendix 2 of the Companies' 
Ø

31 May 2001 submission.
Ø

The services designated as "Competitor" in the attachments, which are essential or near‑essential in nature, will continue to be designated as "Competitor" services under the Companies' proposal.  The current classifications for the following Competitor services will change in the manner outlined below.

Competitor Service
Proposed Classification

"A Link" between a CLEC switch and a company's gateway Signal Transfer Point (STP)
No upward pricing constraint

"A Link" between an IXC switch and a company's STP
No upward pricing constraint

Trunks between a CLEC switch and the Companies' 9-1-1 tandem switches
Treat these the same as digital trunks

Set-up charge for trunks between a CLEC switch and a company's switches for Message Relay Service
Treat these the same as digital trunks

CCS-7 Transit to Competitive LNP SCP
No upward pricing constraint

Enhanced CCS-7 Transit
No upward pricing constraint

Location Routing Number (LRN) - absent service
No upward pricing constraint

Toll start-up cost recovery
Frozen

Billed number screening (BNS) database
No upward pricing constraint

Electronic Directory Data Access (EDDA)
No upward pricing constraint

Telephone Number Access (TNA) service
Other

Internet Service Provider (ISP) Link service
Treat as Megalink or DEA

Managed Internet Protocol services
Treat as Megalink or DEA
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Competitor Service
Proposed Classification

Switched Network access for radio paging system operators
Other

Switched Network access for conventional radio system operators
Other

CO code administration for WSPs
No upward pricing constraint

Special Facilities Tariff Items excluding G-250 and G‑252
No upward pricing constraint

The Companies' proposed reclassification of the specified competitor services reflects the fact that these specific competitor services are discretionary and, in many instances, available from alternative service providers.

For further explanation on the reclassification of services, see section 6.3.4 of the Companies' 31 May 2001 submission. 

