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Information Requested By


Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission

___________________________________________________________________________

Q.
In paragraph 54 of Decision 2000-745, the Commission determined that the revenue component of the RSR would be based on the approved rates in effect in HCSAs.  

a) In a format similar to that provided in the response to interrogatory The Companies(CRTC)27Apr01-700, provide the subsidy requirement for 2002 for each high-cost band, assuming the proposed SIP is approved by the Commission and the weighted-average current rate is used as the revenue component.  The residence PES costs and estimated 2002 NAS should be those used in the response to interrogatory The Companies(CRTC)27Apri01-700.  Provide all supporting calculations and assumptions.


b)
Restate the RSR in part a) above using the maximum allowable current rate as described on page 7 of the response to interrogatory The Companies(CRTC)27Apr01-700 for all NAS in the eligible band.


c)
Provide further comments describing the advantages of the use of the weighted-average allowable rate in each eligible band to determine the total subsidy requirement (TSR) versus the use of the proposed maximum allowable rate.  Provide Aliant’s views both as a contributor and as a recipient of the national fund.  Comment on the competitive equity of reducing the subsidy per NAS available to CLECs while actual rates are lower than maximum.


d)
Restate part a) above using i) proposed 2002 weighted-average rates and ii) maximum proposed 2002 rates.
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A.
Pursuant to the Commission's ruling dated 8 August 2001, Aliant Telecom is providing, on the public record, the following supplemental information.

a)
The requested RSR estimates are provided in the Attachment. 



The annual residence NAS in-service forecasts used to compute the RSR estimates include the incremental residence NAS demand associated with the implementation of Aliant Telecom’s proposed service improvement program (SIP).


b)
Aliant Telecom interpreted the "maximum allowable current rate" in a given band to represent the highest current rate within that band, which in the case of Island Tel, MTT and NBTel equate to the province-wide rate.  The RSR estimates requested using the "maximum allowable current rate" are provided in the Attachment.  


c)
Aliant Telecom concurs with the response provided in Bell(CRTC)26Jun01‑1703 PC c). 


d)
i)
As discussed in The Companies(CRTC)16Mar01-204 PC, the Companies are proposing the flexibility to increase residence PES rates in high‑cost bands, or sub-bands, to the maximum allowable limits shown in that response.  The RSRs estimated on the basis of the band‑level weighted average rate which corresponds to the maximum allowable limits shown in that response are provided in The Companies(CRTC)27Apr01‑700 PC, Attachments 5 and 6, Revised 13 August 2001.
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ii)
Aliant Telecom interpreted the "maximum proposed rate" in a given band to represent the highest allowable rate within that band, as outlined in The Companies(CRTC)16Mar01-204 PC.  The RSR estimates based on these maximum proposed rates are provided in the Attachment.
