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Refer to the company’s proposed SIP, and also to the Report on the National Broadband Task Force (RNBTF) dated 18 June 2001.  Comment on how the proposed SIP will contribute to the RNBTF’s goal of delivering symmetrical 1.5 mb/s data to all end users by 2004.

ANSWER

The mandate of the National Broadband Task Force was to investigate the means to provide broadband to every Canadian community.  While the Task Force decided that broadband would be defined to be symmetrical 1.5 mb/s data, it was somewhat more equivocal on the extent that this would be delivered to all end users, let alone by 2004.  The actual connection to the end user (as opposed to the priority of availability in the community for libraries, schools, etc.) would remain largely the responsibility of the end user.

TELUS’ SIP is predicated on the Basic Service Objective contained in paragraph 24 of Telecom Decision CRTC 99-16.  TELUS was to propose how it would provide the “capability to connect via low speed data transmission to the Internet at local rates.”  In upgrading its access systems to support dial-up access to the Internet
, end users will have dial up access to the Internet for the first time.  Such access system upgrades are an essential first step before end users can have the option of paying to upgrade their lines to broadband levels, once broadband capability is available in their community (what the Task Force refers to as individuals being able to “leverage” the availability of broadband in their community).  The timing of this availability is contingent on whether the federal government adopts the report as policy, and whether sufficient funding comes available (or technological advances reduce the costs sufficiently).  







�  Paragraph 18 of TELUS’ SIP, dated March 15, 2001.





