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1303
Refer to Local Competition, Telecom Decision CRTC 97-8,
1 May 1997 and related decisions.

a)
Provide TELUS’ views on whether all regulatory barriers to entry into the local market have been removed.

b)
Describe some of the facilities and services, in addition to unbundled local loops and essential facilities, required by competitors and provide comments as to whether the cost of these required facilities and services limit entry into the market.

ANSWER

a) All regulatory barriers to entry into the local market have been removed.  Since the issuance of Decision 97-8, the Commission has established a comprehensive set of accommodative competitive entry policies, such as cost-based local interconnection rules, the unbundling of facilities, co-location, local number portability and a portable subsidy mechanism.  In parallel, the Commission established protection mechanisms, such as the imputation test, in order to prevent anti-competitive behavior by incumbents.

b) The facilities and services required by new entrants to compete in the local market other than unbundled local loops and essential facilities, are competitively supplied.  Therefore, new entrants can obtain these facilities and services at competitive rates, so that their input costs are comparable to those of the incumbents.  







